
MYTH FACT

It was rushed 
and isn’t safe

Researchers took no safety 
shortcuts. Rigorous CDC studies 
show the vaccine is safe

It changes 
your DNA

COVID-19 vaccines do not change or 
interact with your DNA in any way

It can give  
you COVID-19

The vaccine doesn’t contain 
a live virus strain

It causes severe 
side effects

For most, the vaccine causes mild 
side effects that resolve in a few days

It makes  
women infertile

There is no evidence that the 
vaccine causes infertility

The vaccine is 
mandatory

At this time, the vaccine is 
encouraged, but is not required 
for the UofM community

Vaccines are 
not available

The vaccine is now widely available. 
Visit vaccines.gov to identify the 
location most convenient for you
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 For more UofM COVID-19 resources, visit 
memphis.edu/coronavirusupdates
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Welcome to the UofM! Vaccination is one of the ways you can help keep the 
UofM family safe as we prepare for a fun and engaging fall semester.  

Check out these myths and facts from the CDC about the COVID-19 vaccine:
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