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Efficacy of the Leveled Literacy Intervention System for K-2 Urban

Students: An Empirical Evaluation of LLI in Denver Public Schools

In partnership with Denver Public Schools, Dr. Carolyn Kaldon led a team

at CREP in conducting a mixed-methods randomized controlled trial (RCT)

of the efficacy of Leveled Literacy Intervention (LLI) system in an urban

setting. This RCT involved 320 K-2 students in Denver Public Schools

(DPS). The students were matched demographically and randomly

assigned to treatment and control groups. Treatment group students

received LLI for 18 weeks in first and second grades and 12 weeks in

kindergarten. Treatment and control group students’ pre- and posttest

performance was compared on three measures of student literacy

achievement: the Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark Assessment System, the

Developmental Reading Assessment, 2nd Edition (DRA2), and the STAR

Early Literacy Assessment. Overall, the results of the study revealed that

LLI has positive effects for urban students, particularly in kindergarten and

first grade. Results revealed that K-1 students in LLI, particularly Hispanic

and English Learner students, made significantly higher gains on the

Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark Assessment than control students receiving

equal time in literacy instruction. These findings indicate that, when

implemented with fidelity, LLI can positively impact students’

literacy achievement, including Hispanic, ELL, and economically

disadvantaged children.
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