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Session Title Description 
The St. Jude Experience: Effects of 
Cancer-Directed Treatment on Hearing, 
Speech & Language in Pediatric 
Oncology Patients 
Johnnie Bass & Kristin Lyons 

Surgery, chemotherapy, and radiation are effective treatment options commonly prescribed for a variety of 
childhood cancers. These therapies can, and often do, result in adverse health effects such as hearing loss, 
speech/language deficits, and feeding/swallowing difficulties. This presentation will cover effects of cancer-directed 
treatment, ototoxicity monitoring, late effects and long-term follow up. 

Cochlear Implant Candidacy- it’s easier 
than you think! 
Jennifer Bidelman, Sarah Warren, 
Robert Yawn, Joshua Wood & Bruce 
MacDonald 

As success in cochlear implantation continues to grow, more individuals are qualifying for this device. This 
presentation will discuss advances in cochlear implant candidacy, and how clinicians should determine when a 
cochlear implant evaluation should be recommended. Both audiological and medical aspects of candidacy will be 
discussed. 
 

Possible Selves & Working with School-
Aged Children Who Stutter 
Anthony DiLollo 

In this presentation, we will explore how using the Possible Selves Mapping Interview can assist clinicians in 
working with school-aged children who stutter by developing more holistic and personally meaningful treatment 
plans that help clients consider their futures in terms of their hopes, fears, capabilities, expectations, priorities 
and action plans. 

The Changing Role of Electrophysiology 
in Clinical Audiology 
Ann Clock Eddins 

For decades, electrophysiological techniques in audiology have been used primarily for the diagnosis of auditory 
pathologies in the periphery and brainstem. This presentation will review advanced electrophysiological 
approaches that can improve clinical evaluation of speech processing in quiet and noise, neural changes with 
age, and effects of rehabilitative intervention.   

Disparities in Health Care Provision and 
Outcomes 
Charles Ellis 

Improving cultural competence of service providers has been proposed as the primary strategy for reducing 
communication outcome disparities. The general study of health disparities suggests a more comprehensive 
approach is necessary. This presentation will explore the complex nature of communication outcome disparities 
and offer strategies for reducing the disparity gap. 

Pediatric Feeding Disorder: Diagnosis 
and Management Update 
Memorie M. Gosa 

This presentation will review recently published literature on the topic of pediatric dysphagia.  
 

From Music Appreciation to the 
Professional: Approaches for Successful 
Integration of Hearing Instruments into 
the Music Lover’s Life 
Casie Keaton 

Successful implementation of hearing technology for musicians presents with an inherent number of clinical 
challenges. Understanding the unique needs and perspectives of this population, along with a working knowledge of 
recent advances in hearing instrumentation, serve to provide a foundation for improved treatment outcomes and 
patient satisfaction. 
 

What Are You Willing to Work For?  
Danielle Keeton 

This session will explore personal leadership in service work. Learners will envision what it might take to be truly 
well while also being willing to work for good, hard things. Transformational practices will be shared to support 
awareness, accountability, and inner/outer alignment for our whole selves. 
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Bridging the Gap Between Research and 
Practice: Utilizing Genomic Research to 
Improve Diagnosis, Treatment and 
Outcomes 
Jill Lowther 

This presentation outlines current genomic hearing loss research and discusses possible applications in clinical 
audiological settings. The goal of this talk is to provide clinicians with the foundation to expand their clinical 
competence and services, modify treatment plans and improve patient outcomes. 
 

Clinical Studies in Audiology 
Dr. Bruce MacDonald 

The Baha is used in multiple pediatric otologic conditions. The Softband/SoundArc, Connect/Attract are available for 
various clinical scenarios. Surgery, including conversion of Connect to Attract, will be presented with illustrative 
cases. The role of the Baha is evolving with competing technologies including cochlear implantation for single-sided 
deafness. 

Spelling: Metalinguistic, Not Mechanic!  
Julie Masterson & Kenn Apel 

Spelling is a complex, metalinguistic skill. Although part of our Scope of Practice, many SLPs remain uncertain 
regarding spelling assessment and intervention. We will review the literature on spelling, discuss the processes 
of spelling assessment and intervention, and provide direct practice. Suggestions for how SLPs might link their 
knowledge of spelling to other literacy measures will be discussed.  

Question the Test 
Katherine Mendez & Justine Steele 

Most clinicians know best practice is to base diagnostic decisions on data from a variety of sources; however, 
many diagnostic decisions are based on a single standardized test. Clinicians often believe they are required to 
do this. We will review ASHA guidelines and IDEA requirements, discuss limitations of standardized measures, 
and review best practices. 

AAC, ABA, SLP: Making Alphabet Soup 
for Preschoolers 
JoClaire Merrill & Vicki Haddix 

Children with autism spectrum disorders typically receive intervention from a variety of professionals, most 
frequently from behavior analysts and speech-language pathologists. Additionally, the use of visual schedules 
and modeling core vocabulary has been proved to be effective for children with autism. This presentation will 
describe a unique intervention program where a traditional speech-language pathologist, a speech-language 
pathologist specializing in AAC, a board-certified behavior analyst and SLP graduate clinicians collaborate to 
improve communication and behavioral outcomes for individuals with autism spectrum or related disorders. The 
discussion will include advantages and challenges of collaborating on an interdisciplinary team including 
therapists and graduate clinicians. Methods to address program challenges will be shared.  

I Can't Breathe, Talk, or Swallow: When 
the Larynx Malfunctions 
Claudio F. Milstein 

The larynx is the organ with the most complex voluntary motor function in the human body. It is essential for 
airway protection, breathing, swallowing and voicing. There are many conditions of laryngeal malfunctioning, 
where there is no observable anatomical pathology. We'll discuss these conditions and address their therapeutic 
management.  

Vestibular Assessment 
Deborah Moncrieff 

Vestibular testing utilizes behavioral and electrophysiologic methods to fully assess peripheral and central 
mechanisms that may contribute to pathologies in the dizzy patient. A brief review of the anatomy and physiology of 
the vestibular system and an overview of tests used in the standard vestibular battery will be followed by details 
from a variety of individual cases that illustrate typical symptoms, normal and abnormal test results, and methods 
used to differentially diagnose the vestibular disorder. Participants will interact with multiple choice questions 
embedded into the presentation to elicit their impression of each vestibular case. 
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Audiologic Rehabilitation: A New Frontier 
Joseph J. Montano 

Individuals with hearing loss can often present a variety of challenges to audiologists. While technology is an 
important part of the person’s treatment plan, it rarely resolves the communication issues faced in daily life. 
Traditional approaches to audiologic rehabilitation (AR) such as speechreading and auditory training are often 
difficult to implement in many practices and audiologists frequently feel unprepared to offer these services. Given 
the changing landscape in the delivery of hearing aids, audiologists need to embrace the contributions AR provides 
to practice. The purpose of this session is to review the current state of rehabilitative audiology with an emphasis on 
counseling, patient motivation, communication partnerships and communication environments in a patient-
centered framework.  

Predictable or Unpredictable: Education 
Updates From the Courts 
Barbara Moore 

This session will focus on practice application through the lens of Judicial rulings, specifically Endrew F. the 
Supreme Court ruling. Understanding how hearing officer and courts (including the Supreme Court) consider and 
apply the law when it is challenged, gives guidance to the field in terms of practice in schools. 

Attentional Control and Narrative 
Production Following Traumatic Brain 
Injury 
Richard K. Peach 

Discourse following TBI is disorganized, off-topic, often tangential, and poorly planned. A series of studies 
investigating sentence and discourse processing after TBI are described that offer insights that may account for 
this pattern of language. The results are used to motivate a discourse-level approach to treatment for these 
communication disturbances. 

The Evolving Role of the Speech 
Language Pathologist in Post-Acute 
Healthcare: Ethical Considerations 
Hal Price & Jessica Pranke 

Recent regulatory and reimbursement changes have elevated the role of the SLP in the delivery of post-acute 
healthcare services. This session will examine the evolving challenges of balancing clinical and business 
expectations, along with associated ethical considerations. 

Cruisin' the USA as a Travel Therapist 
Caroline Royal-Evans 

Travel healthcare provides unique opportunities for the SLP to benefit professionally, financially, and personally 
by filling short-term staffing needs in a variety of settings all over the US. This presentation will provide 
information on financial incentives, possible ethical issues, contracts, and resources to get started in travel 
therapy.  

La Voce Feminile/ Transgender Voice 
Clinic 
John Sandidge 

Having a feminine voice is a critical aspect of successful transition from male to female for anyone transgender. 
This presentation details the speaker's journey into this area of service delivery and provides insight into aspects 
of voice feminization that promote successful outcomes. 

Lessons from the Other Side: A 
professional navigates a parent’s world 
Rachel Sievers 

Despite efforts by graduate school programs to provide sensitivity training and counseling techniques to students, 
medical professionals who work with children who are deaf or hard of hearing are often not prepared to support 
families in their unique needs. The presenter will share lessons she has learned as a pediatric audiologist and as a 
mother of a child who is hard of hearing. Specifically, the presenter will discuss best practices on how medical 
professionals can deliver difficult news, counsel families, and support them along their jour 

The Bionic Boom: Recent Advances in 
Cochlear Implants 
Heidi K. Slager 

The field of cochlear implants continues to evolve. In fact, there have been changes to candidacy, implant and 
sound processor technology, programming, and clinical service delivery in just the past few years. This 
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 presentation will review these updates with focus on providing optimal patient outcomes while ensuring 
efficient service delivery. 

Working together is better: Improving 
outcomes for school age children with 
hearing loss 
Donna Smiley 

There are many opportunities for school and clinic-based audiologists to work collaboratively to improve outcomes 
for children who have hearing loss. This session will focus on maximizing collaborative efforts as they relate to family 
counseling, technology selection and diagnostic needs for children who have hearing loss. 

Audiology & Psychology: Testing the 
Untestable Patient 
Jennifer Taylor & Sarah Irby 

How many times have you thought to yourself, there is no way this client can be tested in the booth? This session 
will focus on how audiology and psychology can work together as a team to test patients who are deemed 
untestable. Strategies on how working together to test these patients will be shared and a patient example will be 
utilized. 

Technology Networks for the Hearing 
Impaired—Think Outside the Booth! 
Linda Thibodeau 

With the rapid growth of wireless connectivity and smartphone apps, many devices designed to address the 
limitations of hearing instruments have been replaced with digital options. A team approach with the speech-
language pathologist and audiologist addressing a “network” of solutions as part of a comprehensive rehabilitation 
program is proposed.  

In Our Wildest Dreams: Aphasia Boot 
Camp 
Marilyn Wark, Tawni Ballinger, Kelli 
Owens, Elly Terry & Curtis Watson 

The Aphasia Boot Camp, at the Memphis Speech & Hearing Center, provided four weeks of intensive treatment 
to individuals with aphasia and motor speech disorders. The outcomes far exceeded expectations. This session 
will describe the program and provide personal insight from the creators, student clinicians, and camp 
participants. 

Treatment of Primary Progressive 
Aphasia 
Rene Utianski 

In this course, an overview of the three different variants of Primary Progressive Aphasia (PPA) will be provided. 
Current treatment practices for each variant of PPA will be reviewed. Education and counseling will be discussed 
in the context of the expected clinical progression. 

Language in children with ASD 
Paul Yoder & Steve Camarata 

This workshop will cover what is known about preceding and correlated skills that may contribute to language 
development, intervention style and intensity effects on early language development in initially preverbal young 
children with ASD. 

 


