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Session Title  Definition 

An SLP’s Approach 
to Dementia Care: 
Strategies for Acute 
Care and Outpatient 
Services 
Megan Parsons 

This session is designed to provide guidance to clinicians working with 
individuals with dementia in both the acute care and outpatient setting. 
Examples of clinicians can create or modify their evaluations of swallowing 
and cognition will be provided for each setting. Hands-on activities will be 
used to provide clinicians a better understanding of the deficits individuals 
with dementia face. 

Patient Attributes and 
Hearing Aid Success: 
A Step Towards 
Individualized 
Hearing Care 
Lipika Sarangi 
Jani Johnson 

Studies have demonstrated that patient attributes such as self-efficacy, 
personality, affective states, and cognition influence aspects of hearing aid 
success. Researchers suggest considering these attributes when planning 
AR. This presentation will discuss the importance of person-focused care 
and how to incorporate patient attributes in planning individualized AR. 

Family Literacy 
Programs for 
Children Birth to 
Five Identified as 
Deaf / Hard of 
Hearing 
Tracy Duncan 
Connie Robinson 

A presentation of three models of providing meaningful language, 
enhancing early literacy, and reading readiness. These models are 
specifically designed for families with children birth to five years old 
identified with hearing concerns or permanent hearing levels below the 
speech ranges on an audiogram. 

Weeding Out Trauma 
Before It Can Grow: 
Pediatric Mental 
Health Care 
Sydnie Roberts 
Brian Ahern 
Jihan Rashed 
Eraina Schauss 
Kiersten Hawes 

Pediatric populations are vulnerable to being significantly impacted by 
events of acute trauma. A plethora of research has demonstrated that 
physical outcomes are strongly tied to emotional wellness. Early 
interventions are crucial to negating long-term impacts in pediatric 
populations and ensuring children and families have the resources necessary 
for healing. 

Tele-Audiology: A 
Collaborative Effort 
to Improve On-time 
Diagnosis and 
Follow-Up for 
Infants in Georgia 
Melanie Morris 

Georgia Mobile Audiology is on a mission to improve language and literacy 
outcomes for children living in Georgia who are d/Deaf and hard of hearing. 
For many, this is made possible by bringing services closer to families 
through TeleAudiology services (Tele ABR, Tele ENT, and Tele Parent 
Navigation). 

Early Hearing 
Detection and 
Intervention (EHDI) 
in Tennessee – 

Attendees will learn about the various aspects of EHDI in TN including a 
brief history of the system, how TN partners work together with audiologists 
and speech/hearing professionals on behalf of infants and families, how 
attendees may assist in reaching 1-3-6 EHDI goals for all TN infants, 



2023 Mid-South Conference on Communicative Disorders 
Session Descriptions 

 

Page 2 of 7 
 

Connecting the 
Systems of Care to 
Improve Screening, 
Identification, Early 
Intervention, and 
Family Support 
Rachael Stough 
Brittany Day 
Amanda Ingram 
Melanie Lindsay 
Yinmei Li 
Holli Allen 

introduce the Remote Diagnostic (RDx) entry online electronic reporting , 
how to help reduce barriers to newborn hearing services and support for 
families, become familiar with the work the Tennessee EHDI Chapter 
Champion is doing regarding a specific Plan Do Study Act for the Memphis 
Area regarding lost to follow up. 

The SLP’s Role in 
Diagnosing Autism 
Spectrum 
Justine Springs 
Casey Hansen 

Identifying autism spectrum disorder (ASD) is important for early access to 
intervention and for identity validation. Speech-language pathologists 
(SLPs) often support autistic individuals but can be unsure of their role in 
diagnosing ASD. In reality, SLPs have the knowledge and training to 
diagnosis ASD. 

Demystifying Social 
Media for Your 
Practice 
Laura Gifford 

Do you provide great service to your patients? Do you use products with 
them that you believe in and feel good about? Is their overall experience in 
your clinic important to you? Do you have a Website? Do you know how to 
manage your social media channels? Most of all: Are you conveying these 
messages effectively to your community? I work with so many of our 
friends who want to increase awareness of how you support patients and the 
community. You want to help. How do you do it all, though? Seeing patients 
from 8-5. Returning phone calls. Handling clean & checks. Placing orders. 
Maintaining existing customers. Growing your practice. This session will be 
an interactive sharing of ideas and success stories in strengthening your 
brand and creating exposure for your practice. 
 

Public Health and its 
Application Within 
Audiology 
Sydney Golden 
Dillard 
Lauren Joy 
Anna Peeples 
Kara Sander 

This session will focus on public health and how it can be applied within 
audiology. Public health addresses social determinants and healthcare 
outcomes, and audiologists can improve their patient outcomes by 
implementing public health strategies. This session will focus on topics 
within public health and how they apply to audiology. 

Effective Strategies to 
Teach Literacy to 
Context Dependent 
Communicators 
Tahlee Yichye 
Vicki Haddix 

Students who communicate using AAC are not always meaningfully 
included in literacy instruction. This session will discuss various evidenced 
based strategies that effectively teach literacy to context dependent AAC 
users. The session will also provide resources and suggestions to SLPs for 
supporting teachers in the classroom. 
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Ears to Books: 
Critical Connections 
between Auditory and 
Reading Skills 
Deborah Moncrieff 
Katherine Mendez 

Children with learning and reading difficulties may not sufficiently benefit 
from appropriate interventions. Essential skills in phonological processing 
may depend upon auditory skills that may be deficient in some of these 
children. Identifying and treating invisible auditory deficits through 
collaboration between AuD and SLP can potentially optimize intervention 
outcomes for struggling readers. 

Professional 
Leadership in 
Communication 
Sciences and 
Disorders 
Marilyn Wark 
Jamie Seek 
Lisa Lucks-Mendel 
Cassandra Banks 

There are several different paths to leadership in Communication Sciences 
and Disorders. This panel of Audiologists and Speech-Language 
Pathologists will discuss these pathways and challenges that come along 
with pursuing leadership. 

The Clinical 
Education Path 
Hannah Beth Scott 
Jennifer P. Taylor 
Cille Wilds Heehs 
Julie Marshall 

Supervision of students during their clinical training throughout the 
audiology and speech-language pathology programs comes with great 
challenges and rewards. This panel discussion will address the barriers, 
enablers, and rewards of effective clinical supervision. 

Music Audiology: 
Hearing 
Conservation and 
Beyond 
Heather Malyuk 

A review of current literature indicates that up to 74% of the music industry, 
an industry that employs millions of individuals in the USA alone, 
experience Music-Induced Hearing Disorders. These disorders are most 
often caused by exposure to hazardous sound levels while working and are 
the music industry’s legacy of undereducation, improper use and selection 
of hearing protection devices, and improper fitting of and guidance with in-
ear monitors. Recent data collected from audiologists who consider 
themselves experienced in working with the music industry reveal that 63% 
of audiologists do NOT provide care in a clinical encounter beyond taking 
ear impressions at least 50% of the time. In 2020, the American Academy of 
Audiology released a Clinical Consensus Document on the care of music 
industry professionals to help inform and guide clinicians in this area of 
practice. This presentation will discuss music audiology in relation to 
everyday clinical work with detailed information and real-life clinical 
scenarios to aid in audiologists understanding of and care for the music 
industry. Additionally, it will discuss how the principles of music audiology 
can inform clinicians in working with other recreational noise exposure, as 
well as exposure in the modern workforce. 

Choosing the Right 
Intervention for 
Speech Sound 
Disorders 
Amy Graham 

Speech sound disorders among children are diverse (articulation, 
phonological, and motor speech). Therefore, differential diagnosis of SSD is 
key to ensuring appropriate interventions are chosen. This course will 
provide rationales and overviews of several evidence-based interventions for 
phonological, articulation, and motor speech disorders, showing videos of 
therapy sessions demonstrating implementation. 
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Answers to SLP's Top 
10 Questions About 
Evaluations and IEPs 
Susan Usery 

This session will answer questions frequently asked by SLPs related to 
evaluation, eligibility and IEP practices and procedures. 

Addressing Intimacy 
in Speech-Language 
Pathology 
Laura Wolford 

Relationships, sexual health, and intimacy all require nuanced, sometimes 
difficult communication. Acquired or developmental communication 
disorders can make this difficult. Yet intimacy is rarely directly addressed in 
clinical practice. We will address the effects of communication disorders on 
intimacy, SLPs' role in supporting our clients, and how to get started. 

Addressing Consent 
in Communication 
Disorders 
Laura Wolford 

Communication is central to consent, but communication disorders 
professionals rarely discuss it. In this seminar, we will discuss consent and 
autonomy skills, common consent negotiation techniques, and factors 
affecting consent across the lifespan. Techniques to encourage consent and 
teach consent techniques in the therapy session will be discussed. 

From Boring to 
FUNctional: 
Engaging and 
Person-Centered 
Therapy for mTBI 
Dana M. Bryant 

Healthcare’s person-centered care model prompts use of individualized 
therapeutic activities in speech/language/cognitive-communication therapy. 
Some SLPs are uncertain of exactly how to shift from workbooks and drill 
based tasks to FUNctional activities that are still engaging, efficient, and 
evidence based. This lecture provides solutions for this shift in the treatment 
of mTBI. 

Assessment and 
Treatment of 
"Functional" 
Hearing Loss 
Gail M. Whitelaw 

This session will focus on those patients who present with normal 
audiograms yet report significant functional hearing issues, particularly in 
less than optimal environments. Evidence in this population will be 
presented and assessment and management techniques will be discussed. 
Cases will be presented to illustrate the breadth of functional losses. 
Integrating this population into clinical care will be highlighted. 

Facilitating Listening 
and Language Skills 
for Academic Success 
in Children Who are 
Deaf or Hard of 
Hearing 
Uma Soman 

How can therapists and teachers facilitate development of higher level 
listening and complex language skills for literacy and academic achievement 
for children who are deaf or hard of hearing? In this presentation, explore 
factors that impact these skills, and identify tools and strategies for 
supporting children in clinical and educational settings. 

Assessment & 
Treatment of 
Pediatric Voice and 
Resonance Disorders 
Dr. Shannon M. 
Theis, Ph. D. 

This presentation will focus on the assessment and treatment of pediatric 
voice and resonance disorders, including implementing a multidisciplinary 
approach for evaluation and treatment, techniques for successful 
velopharyngeal port and laryngeal visualization with children, differential 
diagnosis of vocal pathologies in the pediatric population, and 
acoustic/aerodynamic assessment. 

Keeping Your Older 
Students Engaged in 
Therapy 
Jamie Seek 

Working with students in middle and high school can sometimes present 
unique challenges. This presentation will shed light on how to keep your 
middle and high school students engaged during speech and language 
therapy. Topics will include assessments as well as functional goal writing. 
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Becoming a 
Culturally Responsive 
Service-Provider and 
Professional 
Kia Noelle Johnson 

Clinicians must be culturally responsive when working with individuals who 
are culturally diverse in both clinical settings and professional engagement 
with colleagues. This session will discuss the importance of being a 
culturally responsive service-provider and colleague and provide content 
that will aid in developing one’s cultural responsiveness. 

Breaking Down 
Ethics: The Purpose; 
The Code; The 
Application 
Kia Noelle Johnson 

The foundation of how audiologists and speech-language pathologists make 
clinical and professional decisions is grounded in ethics. This creates an 
increased sense of importance in having a basic understanding of ethics, the 
ASHA Code of Ethics which guides our profession, and skills to critically 
evaluate ethical challenges that arise. 

 
Poster Session 
Title  

POSTER DESCRIPTIONS 

Measuring the Life 
Impact of Aphasia on 
the Lives of Family 
Members of Persons 
with Aphasia 
Paige Goodman 
Kathy Ha 
Kaitlin Hardin 
Frewine Ogbaselase 
Lynda Feenaughty 

This study investigates third-party functioning and disability in family 
members of people with aphasia and the relationship between caregiver and 
patient-reported communication quality of life to provide insight into 
whether perceived communication quality of life hinders family centered 
aphasia management. 

Impact of Intensive 
Group Therapy on 
Communicative 
Quality of Life and 
Communication 
Participation for 
Persons with Aphasia 
Katlin Hardin 
Paige Goodman 
Kathy Ha 
Frewine Ogbaselase 
Lynda Feenaughty 

This study investigates communication quality-of-life measure changes of 
individuals with aphasia using standard clinical self-report questionnaires 
completed before and after participation in the Summer 2022 Aphasia Boot 
Camp at the Memphis Speech and Hearing Center, University of Memphis. 
Scoring of the questionnaires and data analyses are underway. 

Elements of an AAC 
Friendly Classroom 
Sarah Black 
Tahlee Yichye 

Students who use AAC encounter barriers in the classroom that prevent 
them from participating and interacting with peers. This poster will inform 
SLPs on strategies, activities, and resources to share with teachers in order 
to implement an AAC friendly classroom. 

Accuracy of Sound 
Level Meter 
Applications for 
iPhone and Android 
Hailey Wilson 

This research study investigated the accuracy of cell phone applications 
across iPhone and Android platforms in order to determine their reliability 
for use in consumer purposes and research applications. Different 
considerations of application uses were taken into account. Preliminary 
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Hadley Beach results point towards significant effects of calibration and external 
microphone use. 

Does Breath Pattern 
Influence Reacting 
and Feeling? 
Kiley Hazelton 

The purpose of this study is to investigate the effects of breathing on 
emotional regulation and inhibition. It is widely accepted that respiration is 
one of the only physiologic rhythms that is under both volitional and 
autonomic control. Additionally, it is understood that respiratory parameters 
interact with and influence other physiologic rhythms, including 
cardiovascular rhythms and neural oscillations. What is less understood 
currently is how breathing changes in response to cognitive and emotional 
stimuli while under autonomic control, the degree to which respiratory 
changes (automatic or volitional) impact cognition and emotion, and the 
directionality (or bidirectionality) of these changes. This study would 
examine the impacts of three different breath patterns on emotional 
reactivity and inhibition. We hypothesize that resonance frequency 
breathing will increase inhibitory abilities and decrease emotional reactivity 
as compared to unaltered, controlled neutral, and variable breathing. Such a 
result would have a myriad of clinical implications for a wide variety of 
disciplines and disorders. 

Do Individuals with 
Benign Vocal Fold 
Lesions Have a Mild 
Pragmatic Deficit? 
Samantha Powell 

The purpose of this study is to investigate the pragmatic skills of individuals 
with benign mucosal vocal fold lesions (i.e., nodules, polyps, and cysts) 
compared to individuals with healthy vocal folds. It is understood that 
individuals with vocal fold nodules and other benign mucosal lesions tend to 
have a heavier vocal load, increasing the likelihood of phonotrauma. It is the 
goal of this research to determine if the level of vocal load is due to a 
difference in pragmatic communication or other characteristics related to 
personality, emotion, cognition, and stress.  

How Does our Voice 
Reflect Who We Are? 
Different Ways of 
Relating to Our Voice 
Through Explicit and 
Implicit Sense of 
Voice as Self 
Audrey Elizabeth 
Tucker 

The purpose of this study is to examine differences in the way actors, 
singers and teachers relate to their voice as sense of self via implicit and 
explicit associations. This study will examine the ways individuals relate to 
their voice as their sense of self using the Implicit Associations Task(IAT), 
the Vocal Congruency Scale(VCS), and the VHI (Vocal Handicap Index). 

Motivating Diverse 
Adults to Take Action 
for Better Hearing 
Health: An 
Exploration of 
Barriers and 
Facilitators from the 
Patient's Perspective. 
Bailey Johnson 

Hearing loss can have detrimental effects on an individual’s communicative 
behavior, social-emotional wellbeing, and quality of life. The present study 
aimed to expand our understanding of the barriers to hearing interventions 
experienced by racially diverse individuals with hearing difficulties who are 
in the early stages of their hearing health journey. 
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Automated Stuttering 
Analysis Package 
(ASAP): An Original 
Application for 
Automated Analysis 
of Stuttering 
Naomi Eichorn 
Jonathan Rogers 

Measures of overt stuttering behaviors reflect perceived severity and provide 
objective means of quantifying change but are notoriously unreliable, even 
among experienced clinicians and researchers. We will describe and 
demonstrate an original analysis system designed to be accessible to 
researchers and clinicians and to increase the consistency of stuttering 
measurement.  
 

ARIA in Telehealth 
Jaida A Barnes 

Auditory Rehabilitation for Interaural Asymmetry (ARIA) is a remediation 
technique used to improve dichotic listening skills in persons with 
amblyaudia and diachotic dysaudia. While the benefits of ARIA training 
have long been demonstrated, a major limitation is that provision of this 
service requires trained clinicians and costly equipment. Based on these 
limitations, the researchers sought to investigate some of the components 
that limit accessibility, developing two primary research questions: 1. Is 
benefit from ARIA dependent on Interaural adjustments? 2. Can the 
protocol be successfully delivered through earphones via telehealth means, 
i.e., Zoom? 

Acoustic Reflex 
Thresholds in 
Children with 
Auditory Processing 
Disorder 
Lauren Joy 

Research has shown a correlation between acoustic reflex thresholds and 
auditory processing disorder in children with normal hearing. Our research 
aims to further investigate this correlation in patients seen at the Memphis 
Speech and Hearing Center 
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