
What is it?

How can I recognize it?
What skills can help?





Why should I care
about misinformation?

Spreads faster than true information

Impacts the choices that we make

Makes the internet less reliable



What’s the 
difference between 
misinformation & 
disinformation?

“…Disinformation is false 
information which is 
deliberately intended to 
mislead—intentionally 
misstating the facts.”
- American Psychological Association

“Misinformation is 
false or inaccurate 
information—getting 
the facts wrong…” 



Misinformation 
Susceptibility Test 

(MIST)

Are you susceptible to 
misinformation?

Developed by 
researchers at:

https://yourmist.streamlit.app/
https://yourmist.streamlit.app/
https://yourmist.streamlit.app/


What does 
misinformation 
look like?



What does 
misinformation 
look like?

Memes



What does 
misinformation 
look like?

Unusual
URLs



What does 
misinformation 
look like?

Unusual
headlines

Wild or 
Outrageous 

Claims

Grammar
or

ALL CAPS



What does 
misinformation 
look like?

Unusual
headlines

Parody or
Satirical

News



What does 
misinformation 
look like?

Unusual
headlines

AI Generated
Content



Discussion Question

What is your experience with encountering 
these kinds of misinformation?



Skills for Dealing 
with Misinformation



1. Check for 
previous work

https://www.snopes.com/
https://www.politifact.com/
https://www.factcheck.org/


2. Go Upstream 
to the Source

Find what information that source is citing 
either in text of article or through hyperlinks

Evaluate if source is sponsored content or 
from a disreputable source

Options for going Upstream:
• Google Search for Terms
• Finding evidence of syndication – 

publishing of news on one site to 
another (ex: Associated Press)

• Reverse Image Search



3. Read 
Laterally



4. Circle
Back

Questionable
Information



The Habit

Checking Your 
Emotions



Case Studies from Central 
Washington University 

Libraries

4 Moves & A 
Habit in Action

Activity:

Select one of the 
provided examples of 
misinformation in the 

next slide and practice 
the 4 Moves

https://libguides.lib.cwu.edu/c.php?g=625394&p=4391900
https://libguides.lib.cwu.edu/c.php?g=625394&p=4391900
https://libguides.lib.cwu.edu/c.php?g=625394&p=4391900


Fake News Content for Activity

• Group 1 - Ivermectin: 
https://new.finalcall.com/2024/04/08/blood-on-its-hands-fda-
will-remove-anti-ivermectin-social-media-website-posts-under-
lawsuit-settlement-agreement/ 

• Group 2 - Great Barrier Reef: 
https://clintel.org/great-barrier-reef-in-excellent-condition/ 

• Group 3 – Francis Scott Key Bridge Explosion:
https://archive.ph/4V7oc 

https://new.finalcall.com/2024/04/08/blood-on-its-hands-fda-will-remove-anti-ivermectin-social-media-website-posts-under-lawsuit-settlement-agreement/
https://new.finalcall.com/2024/04/08/blood-on-its-hands-fda-will-remove-anti-ivermectin-social-media-website-posts-under-lawsuit-settlement-agreement/
https://new.finalcall.com/2024/04/08/blood-on-its-hands-fda-will-remove-anti-ivermectin-social-media-website-posts-under-lawsuit-settlement-agreement/
https://clintel.org/great-barrier-reef-in-excellent-condition/
https://archive.ph/4V7oc


• On the Media – Breaking News Consumer 
Handbook – Fake News Edition

• Web Literacy for Student Factcheckers
• UNHCR Factsheet on Misinformation

Other Resources:

https://www.wnyc.org/story/breaking-news-consumer-handbook-fake-news-edition/
https://www.wnyc.org/story/breaking-news-consumer-handbook-fake-news-edition/
https://pressbooks.pub/webliteracy/
https://www.unhcr.org/innovation/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Factsheet-4.pdf
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