ENGL 4/6618: Document Design

Course Description: This course introduces you to the theories, principles, and practices
of using text and visuals as partner elements working together to shape information and
attitudes. You will receive instruction and hands-on exposure to software such as the Adobe
Creative Suite and web-design platforms. Document design forms one of the foundations
for study and practice in technical communication, and its interdisciplinary body of
knowledge continues to evolve as technologies advance and as more publishing takes
place in online environments. Principles of document design draw from many disciplines,
including rhetoric, art, semiotics, cognitive and social psychology, and computer science.
Our major course projects aim to improve your management of digital tools that are
frequently used in the workplace and require a rhetorical approach to design. To that end,
you will work collaboratively with classmates in order to explore how context, purpose, and
audience shape design practices. This course will focus heavily on project management
skills and delegation of tasks with collaborative projects.
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