ENGL3325: AF/AM Literature Through the Harlem Renaissance

Harlem Renaissance, the mecca of African American vernacular expressions,

represents a historical period in which America’s 20" century “New Negro” found a safe haven
for all manner of artistic talent. This course presents a chronological tracing of the African-
American voices that have historically defined the Harlem ethos. These voices include Langston
Hughes, Zora Neale Hurston, Alaine Locke, James Baldwin, et al. The flow of this course is
partitioned into three sections: Pre-Harlem Literature, Harlem Literature and Post-Harlem
Literature. Topics of exploration include Afrocentrism, Eurocentrism, gradualism, call and
response, passing, etc. Students will explore how the literature of Harlem Renaissance informed
the black ethos.



