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This course surveys American Literature from 1865 to the present; or, more precisely,
from Walt Whitman’s Song of Myself to Claudia Rankine’s Citizen. It is organized around
three questions.

1. How does the relationship between “America” as a nation and “Literature” as
a mode of expression change between the late-nineteenth and early-twenty first
centuries?

2. How does the term “American Literature” come to mean different things in
different periods?

3. How does literature register and respond to the changes in American
nationhood (geographic borders, demographic makeup, access to political
representation, international political influence, etc.)?

Course requirements will probably include: semi-regular discussion board posts, a
midterm, a short (10min) presentation, and a final research project.
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