You Don’t Know Dixie: The South at the Center of American ldentity
Southern Literature— English 4323-001
10:20am - 11:15am MWF

Course Description

This course explores the South as a dynamic region that possess crucial stories and cultures that
sit at the center of America’s construction of its history and identity. Many people see the South
in simplistic one-dimensional terms. Some see it as a site of honor and tradition while others see
it as a place of hatred and violence. Yet the South has always been more complex than it initially
appeared. Similarly Southern literature is often limited in the popular imagination as solely about

an idyllic South devoid of racial oppression or a frightening space filled with violently racist
attitudes and grotesque stereotypes. In this class, we will view what constitutes the South as
substantially more expansive than we have previously been led to believe. Not only will we
move as far as the Southwest and Mexico in thinking about how far the South as a region
stretches, we will also look at how perspectives of historically marginalized groups have laid
claim to the South as their own. So while overt racism has continued to be a defining feature in
the South’s relationship with African Americans from slavery to the Civil War and
Reconstruction to Jim Crow, the 21% century has seen African American writers explore the
return of many African American return to the South and their direct impact on the future of the
South’s culture, politics, and identity. Whether we are viewing the recovery of the Native
American South or examining the South’s attraction to carnivalesque demigods, this course
chronicles the evolution of Southern literature in depicting the complexity, intimacy, and
volatility of a South that often sits at the center of America’s formation of its national identity.
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