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Sociolinguistics is the study of how language serves 
and is shaped by the social nature of human beings. In 
its broadest conception, sociolinguistics analyzes the 
many and diverse ways in which language and society 
entwine. 
 
In this class we’ll use language as a lens to explore the 
interplay between communicative choices and social 
relationships.  Using factors like age, gender, ethnicity, 
geography, and social class, we’ll examine naturally-

occurring spoken, written, and digital language. Students will choose from a wide range of 
contexts and conduct research on how the language choices people make reflect (and 
reinforce) our sense of the world and our relationships with one another. 


