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We will investigate the flourishing of short form literature during the 19m century, from its beginnings in
the sketches of Sarah Josepha Hale and Washington Irving through the modern short stories of Kate
Chopin and Charles Chesnutt. By looking at their circulation in magazines and gift books, we will put two
of the century’s most celebrated writers, Nathaniel Hawthorne and Edgar Allan Poe, into contexts that
illuminate overlooked aspects of their work.



