ENGL 3405
Dr. Lori Cohoon: lcohoon@memphis.edu
MWF 10:20-11:15 AM

Multicultural Children’s Literature: Belonging and Estrangement in Stories of
Neighbors and Neighborhoods

Arranged around themes and topics of Belonging, Estrangement, Neighbors, and
Neighborhoods, this course explores multicultural texts for children, including
picturebooks, graphic novels, poetry, and chapter books. Students will engage in
discussions, design book talks, and develop presentations and papers to deepen their
understanding of children’s books that represent an array of cultures and backgrounds,
depicting the complexities and possibilities of neighborhood connections and
communities.

Read Good Books and Create Communities Through Reading: All are Welcome!

Texts:

e Christine Day The Sea in Winter

e LiXing-Ming Otter’s New Neighbors

e Christina Soontornvat The Last Mapmaker
e Mia Araujo Afia in the Land of Wonders

e Nnedi Okorafor Akata Witch

e Misuzo Kaneko Are You an Echo?
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