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HUMOR IN FICTION 
 

 

 
 

Class: M 5:30-8:30 pm Room: Patterson 317 
Professor: Eric Schlich Email: bschlich@memphis.edu 
Office: Patterson 447 Office Hours: By appt. 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
We’ve all read or watched something that made us laugh, but have you ever stopped and wondered: 
how’d the writer do that? What makes something funny? And how can you learn from what you find 
funny to cultivate your own sense of humor and write funny yourself?  
 
In this course we will explore various comic novels and short stories to tickle our funny bones. You 
will also try your own hand at “writing funny” with short assignments, one longer humor piece to be 
workshopped, and a “Sense of Humor” presentation. 
 
TEXTS (TENTATIVE) 
 
Beatty, Paul. The Sellout. 
Everett, Percival. Erasure. 
Ferris, Joshua. And Then We Came to the End. 
Folk, Kate. Sky Daddy. 
Greer, Andrew Sean. Less. 
Thorpe, Rufi. Margo’s Got Money Troubles. 
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