ENGL 7603
Prof. Marcus Wicker
Thursdays at 5:30pm

Poetry Workshop: Grief to Light

How do writers make meaning from loss, wonder, laughter, longing, and love? This graduate
poetry workshop explores the wide spectrum between grief and joy, reading and writing
elegies, odes, humorous poems, and other lyric forms that illuminate our most difficult and
dazzling experiences. Readings will include Native Guard by Natasha Trethewey, | Am Trying
to Love the Whole World by Jenny Browne, and selected works by Ada Limén, Marie Howe,
Chen Chen, and others.

Welcoming poets as well as fiction writers and memoirists interested in the art of language,
the course emphasizes close reading, generative writing, workshop discussion, and
revision. Students will develop advanced creative and editorial practices, deepen their
understanding of poetic craft, and produce two portfolios of original poems.



