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Minutes of the Faculty Senate 
Date: 4-23-2024
Presiding:  DeAnna Owens-Mosby (Instruction and Curriculum Leadership)	 
Secretary: Jeni Loftus (Sociology)    
                                              
Senators Present: Lynda Black (Cecil C Humphreys School of Law), Deborah Moncrieff (School
of Communication Sciences & Disorders), Kathryn Hicks (Anthropology), William Alexander
(Chemistry), Reza Banai (City and Regional Planning), Esra Ozdenerol (Earth Sciences), Leah
Windsor (Institute for Intelligent Systems & English), Alistair Windsor (Mathematical Sciences),
David Gray (Philosophy), Sanjay Mishra (Physics and Materials Science), Stephanie Huette
(Psychology), Katie Norwood (School of Social Work), Melanie Conroy (World Languages and
Literatures), Brian Ruggaber (Theater & Dance), Michael Anderson Schults (Rudi E. Scheidt
School of Music), Patrick Murphy (Counseling, Educational Psychology & Research), Edith
Gnanadass (Leadership), Barbara Fitzgerald, Esq. (College of Professional & Liberal Studies),
Andrew Hussey (Economics), Mark Sunderman (Finance, Insurance and Real Estate), Frances
Fabian (Management), Zabihollah Rezaee (School of Accountancy), Jessica Jennings (Biomedical
Engineering), Eddie Jacobs (Electrical and Computer Engineering), Fawaz Mzayek (School of
Public Health), Gerald Chaudron (University Libraries), Dursun Peksen (Political Science),
Amanda Young (Communication & Film), Jeni Loftus (Sociology), Gensheng Liu (Marketing &
Supply Chain Management), Timothy McCuddy (Criminology & Criminal Justice), William P.
Travis (College of Health Sciences), Rhema Fuller (Kemmons Wilson School of Hospitality), Genae Strong (Loewenberg College of Nursing), Sajjan Shiva (Computer Science), Daniel E. Millican (Military Sciences, Naval Sciences)
Senator Present by Proxy: Joel Nichols (Tori Cliff – Journalism & Strategic Media), Srikar
Velichety (Brian Janz – Business Information and Technology)
Senators Absent: Mihalis Golias (Civil Engineering), Gladius Lewis (Mechanical Engineering),
Matthew Parris (Biological Sciences), Jennifer Thompson (Architecture), Scott Marler (History)
Guests: Greg Hughes (Senate 24-25 – College of Health Sciences), Richard Evans (UMAR), Sara K. Bridges (Ombudsperson), and Tierenee Nichols (Admin Assoc).

The five hundred and fifth meeting of the University of Memphis Faculty Senate was held on Tuesday, April 23rd, 2024, in the Senate Chamber of the University Center.  


04.23.24.01	CALL TO ORDER (2:40 P.M.) 
President DeAnna Owens-Mosby called the meeting to order at 2:41 pm with a quorum present.  


04.23.24.02	APPROVAL OF AGENDA
The agenda was approved as written. 

04.23.24.03	APPROVAL OF MINUTES
The minutes of the March 26th, 2024, Faculty Senate (FS) meeting were approved by acclamation.

04.23.24.04	PRESIDENT’S REPORT

A.I. Policy updates
	Now in the second stages of approvals.

Faculty Senator Committee Info Form – Returning 2024-2025 Senators
Missing several senator committee information forms so we can form the committees for next year.

Standing Committee Reports
President DeAnna Owens-Mosby requested final standing committee reports that covered how the committees addressed the charges this year.  Will use these reports for new committees and for developing charges for next year.  Those reports are public.

Lambuth Visit
President Owens-Mosby has committed to being more present on the Lambuth campus.  The Executive committee visited twice this year.  This is an effort to make sure their concerns are heard on the main campus.

2024-2025 Senator Elections
Elections will be held next week for positions on the Executive Committee and Committee on Committees.

Articles of Authority
	This will be a major undertaking for next year.


04.23.24.05	REPORTS
Standing Committee Reports
Committee on Committees: Chair, Alistair Windsor
President Owens-Mosby yielded to Committee on Committees Chair Alistair Windsor who reported that the Committee on Committees is currently working to see if those on committees are willing to serve again next year if they are not term limited out.  Will pass this information along to the new Committee on Committees chair.  

Academic Policies Committee: Chair, Edith Gnanadass
President Owens-Mosby yielded to Academic Policies Committee Chair Edith Gnanadass who yielded to committee member Patrick Murphy who reported on their charge regarding textbook affordability.  They have met with bookstore regardinng Tiger Smart start.  The bookstore is working on training bookstore staff on helping students calculate if they want to participate in the program.  The bookstore is working on developing tips for faculty on how to keep prices down.  The committee is working with the bookstore on gaining access to data that Barnes and Noble collects on purchases.  

Academic Support Committee: Chair, Dursen Peksen
President Owens-Mosby yielded to Academic Support Committee Chair Dursen Peksen who reported that they have nothing to report.  

Administrative Policies Committee: Chair, Stephanie Huette
President Owens-Mosby yielded to Administrative Policies Committee Chair Stephanie Huette who reported that the committee has been working on the 360 administrative review process.  They have been working with the provost to shape that process.  Motion will be discussed and voted on later.  This is an outline of the process.  Working on some issues that specifically address the faculty survey portion.

Budget and Finance Committee: Chair, Zabiholah Rezaee
President Owens-Mosby yielded to Budget and Finance Committee Chair Zabi Rezaee who reported that they have nothing to report.

Faculty Policies Committee: Chair, Lynda Black
President Owens-Mosby yielded to Faculty Policies Committee Chair Lynda Black who reported that last month they reported on some rather comprehensive changes to the handbook.  Everything was posted on Teams, faculty had an opportunity for comment, and that opportunity has ended.  There were several weeks for faculty to review and comment.  Jeff Marchetta responded to questions within Teams.  There are only two changes that have come through that open period of comment.  They are noted in the report sent out to senators.  

Library Policies Committee: Chair, Frances Fabian
President Owens-Mosby yielded to Library Policies Committee Chair Frances Fabian who reported that we have finalized the new Executive Director of the library is Gerald Chaudron.

Research Policies Committee: Chair, Debbie Moncrief
President Owens-Mosby yielded to Research Policies Committee member Debbie Moncrief who reported that they have been working on the policy for center and institutes.  Will discuss and vote on motion later in the meeting.

04.23.24.06 	OLD BUSINESS

Update on the motions from last month: 

Motion: Approve Timeline for Faculty Senate Review of New Faculty Handbook – Faculty
Policies Committee:  Next week we will vote on the changes to the handbook.  We will do an up or down vote.  

Motion: Advisory Board and External Advisory Board Guidelines – Leah Windsor, Associate
Professor of Applied Linguistics & Executive-At-Large: Now posted on the faculty senate website.

Motion: Faculty Salary Raise Distribution- Zabihollah Rezaee, Professor & Thompson-Hill Chair
of Excellence in the Crews School of Accountancy: Sent the motion forward to the appropriate designees.  

Motion: New List of Peer Institutions- Zabihollah Rezaee, Professor & Thompson-Hill Chair of
Excellence in the Crews School of Accountancy:  List was sent forward.  When this was originally charged, the list was only to be considered if they were able to complete the salary comparison study this year.  Will not be moving that charge forward.  The list was not completed until April, so that is too late for the salary comparison.  Will not be going forward with the list.


04.23.24.07	NEW BUSINESS

Motion: Establish Centers & Institutes Policy – Deborah Moncrieff, Assistant Professor, School
of Communication Sciences and Disorders, Chair of the Research Policies Committee
motion attached
Zabihollah Rezaee (School of Accountancy) – Motion to table this motion.  
Vote on tabling:
Yes – 22, No – 18, Abstain – 0
Motion is tabled

Motion: Approve 360 Evaluation Performance Review Process – Stephanie Huette, Associate Professor (Cognitive), Chair of the Administrative Policies Committee
Motion attached
Edith Gnanadass (Leadership) – Call the Question
Alistair Windsor (Mathematical Sciences) – second
Vote to call the question:
Yes – 38, No – 0, Abstain – 0
Vote on motion:
Yes – 35, No – 0, Abstain – 1
Motion carries

Motion: Approve Suggestions for Improving the Process of Faculty Evaluations – Lynda Black, Associate Professor of Law, Chair of the Faculty Policies Committee
William Alexander (Chemistry) - Call the question
William P. Travis (College of Health Sciences) - second
Vote to call the question:
Yes – 29, No – 0, Abstain – 1
Vote on motion
Yes – 24, No – 3, Abstain – 3
Motion carries

Ombudsperson, Sara Bridges
No report


Faculty Trustee, Jeff Marchetta
No Report


04.23.24.08	ANNOUNCEMENTS

Consider running for any positions on executive committee


04.23.24.09	ADJOURN

The meeting adjourned at 4:48 pm.
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