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Minutes of the Faculty Senate 
	Date: 4-28-2026
Presiding: Jeni Loftus (Sociology)    	 
Secretary: Barbara Fitzgerald Esq. (College of Professional & Liberal Studies)
Senators Present: Laura Alderson (Management), William Alexander (Chemistry), Reza Banai (City and Regional Planning), Melanie Conroy (World Languages and Literatures), Elena Delavega (School of Social Work), Bradley Dixon (History), Sean Driscoll (Philosophy), Rhema Fuller (Kemmons Wilson School of Hospitality), Ranganathan Gopalakrishnan (Mechanical Engineering), , Carl Herickhoff  (Biomedical Engineering), Carl Hess (University Libraries), Greg Hughes (Healthcare Leadership Dept), Andrew Hussey (Economics),  Earnestine Jenkins (Art and Design), Eli Jones (Counseling, Educational Psychology, and Research), Stephen Karr (Rudi E. Scheidt School of Music), Andrew Keefer (Military Sciences, ROTC), Kristy Patrick-Lewis (Acute, Chronic, and Continuing Care Science),  Gensheng Liu (Marketing & Supply Chain Management), Katy Ramsey Mason (Cecil C Humphreys School of Law), Miriam van Mersbergen (School of Communication Sciences & Disorders), Joel Nichols (Journalism & Strategic Media), Ryan Parish (Earth Sciences), Dursun Peksen (Political Science), Shahram Pezeshk (Civil Engineering), Will Robertson (Anthropology), Francisco Müller-Sánchez (Physics and Materials Sciences), Jeffrey Scraba (English), Michael O’Nele (Theater & Dance), Mark Sunderman (Finance, Insurance, and Real Estate), Antonio de Velasco  (Communication & Film), Srikar Velichety (Management Information Systems), Stephen J Watts (Criminology & Criminal Justice), Máté Wierdl (Mathematical Sciences), Xinhua Yu (School of Public Health) 
Senator Present by Proxy: Ranganathan Gopalakrishnan (Amir Hadadzadeh – Mechanical Engineering); Will Robertson (Micah Trapp – Anthropology), Sajjan Shiva ( Vinhthuy Phan – Computer Science), DeAnna Owens-Mosby (Laurie MacGillivray – Instruction and Curriculum Leadership), Eddie Jacobs (Mohammadreza Davoodi – Electrical and Computer Engineering), Amy Wake (Kristy Patrick-Lewis – Family, Community, and Health Systems Science), Kate Sorensen (Nirmalee Raddatz – School of Accountancy), Edith Gnanadass (Genia Bettencourt – Leadership), 
Senators Absent: Jennifer Thompson (Architecture), Joseph Hafer (Dept of Public and Nonprofit Administration), Stephanie Huette (Psychology), Omar Skalli (Biological Sciences)
Guests: Jeff Marchetta (Faculty Trustee), and Tierenee Nichols (Admin Assoc).

The five-hundredth-and-twenty-third meeting of the University of Memphis Faculty Senate was held on Tuesday, April 28, 2026, in the Fountain Room of the University Center.  

4.28.26.01	CALL TO ORDER (2:41 P.M.) 
President Jeni Loftus called the meeting to order at 2:41 pm with a quorum present.  

4.28.26.02	APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Approved without objection. 

4.28.26.03	APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Approved without objection. 

4.28.26.04	ADMINISTRATION UPDATE 
President Hargrave informed the Senate that the State Legislative Session completed last week and that the Budget was updated. A 1.5% Raise for all State employees was passed, of which .9% is actually paid to the University. Once THEC passes their Tuition increase ceiling then the Board will be able to determine what the actual raise amounts will be at the University. Attention is now turning to the Federal Budget which will be updated in the Fall. 

4.28.26.05	PRESIDENT’S REPORT
President Jeni Loftus thanked the Senate for a good year and for all the hard work done by the Senators on working toward accomplishing this year’s goals. 

4.28.26.06	REPORTS
Committee on Committees – Volunteers have been found for the upcoming Dean’s 360 evaluations. 
Academic Policies – Nothing to report but they did complete the update to the digital files. 
Academic Support – Nothing to report. 
Administrative Policies – Nothing to report. 
Budget and Finance – Nothing to report. 
Faculty Policies – Nothing to report. 
Library Policies – Nothing to report. 
Research Policies – The results of the survey are in; there was a strong response from Faculty. The report highlights include a decreased availability of funds and a general feeling of lack of institutional support. Concerns with IRB efficiency and a real need for communication transparency and post award support. The full report will be available on the Faculty Senate website. 
4.28.26.07  	OLD BUSINESS 
None 

4.28.26.08	NEW BUSINESS
Motion to Oppose Changes to Tenure by Board of Trustees. 
· Motion was read for clarity. After discussion the Motion passed by Unanimous Voice Vote 

4.28.26.09	ANNOUNCEMENTS
Reminder to the outgoing senators that they are free to leave after this meeting is concluded. 
No reports or announcements from the Ombudsperson or Trustee. 

4.28.26.10	ADJOURN
The meeting adjourned at 2:57 pm. The 25/26 Senators were officially discharged. 
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