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Minutes of the Faculty Senate 
	Date: 4-14-2026
Presiding: Jeni Loftus (Sociology)    	 
Secretary: Barbara Fitzgerald Esq. (College of Professional & Liberal Studies)
                                         
Senators Present: Laura Alderson (Management), William Alexander (Chemistry), Reza Banai (City and Regional Planning), Melanie Conroy (World Languages and Literatures), Elena Delavega (School of Social Work), Bradley Dixon (History), Sean Driscoll (Philosophy), Rhema Fuller (Kemmons Wilson School of Hospitality), Edith Gnanadass (Leadership), Joe Hafer (Dept of Public and Nonprofit Administration), Carl Herickhoff  (Biomedical Engineering), Carl Hess (University Libraries), Amy Wake (Family, Community, and Health Systems Science), Stephanie Huette (Psychology), Greg Hughes (Healthcare Leadership Dept), Andrew Hussey (Economics), Eddie Jacobs (Electrical and Computer Engineering), Earnestine Jenkins (Art), Stephen Karr (Rudi E. Scheidt School of Music), Kristy Patrick-Lewis (Acute, Chronic, and Continuing Care Science),  Gensheng Liu (Marketing & Supply Chain Management), Miriam van Mersbergen (School of Communication Sciences & Disorders), Michael O’Nele (Theater & Dance), Dursun Peksen (Political Science), Will Robertson (Anthropology), Francisco Muller-Sanchez (Physics and Materials Sciences), Jeffrey Scraba (English), Sajjan Shiva ( Computer Science), Omar Skalli (Biological Sciences), Kate Sorensen (School of Accountancy), Mark Sunderman (Finance, Insurance, and Real Estate), Tony de Velasco  (Communication & Film), Srikar Velichety (Business Information & Technology), Stephen J Watts (Criminology & Criminal Justice), Xinhua Yu (School of Public Health) 
Senator Present by Proxy: Ranganathan Gopalakrishnan (Amir Hadadzadeh – Mechanical Engineering); Will Robertson (Micah Trapp – Anthropology); Ryan Parish (Dorian Burnette – Earth Sciences)
Senators Absent: DeAnna Owens-Mosby (Instruction and Curriculum Leadership), Eli Jones (Counseling, Educational Psychology, and Research), Joel Nichols (Journalism & Strategic Media), Andrew Keefer (Military Sciences, ROTC), Máté Wierdl (Mathematical Sciences), Katy Ramsey Mason (Cecil C Humphreys School of Law), Shahram Pezeshk (Civil Engineering), Jennifer Thompson (Architecture)
Guests: Rita Green (Ombudsperson), Jeff Marchetta (Faculty Trustee), and Tierenee Nichols (Admin Assoc).

The five-hundredth-and-twenty-second meeting of the University of Memphis Faculty Senate was held on Tuesday, April 14, 2026, in the Fountain Room of the University Center.  

4.14.26.01	CALL TO ORDER (2:40 P.M.) 
President Jeni Loftus called the meeting to order at 2:40 pm with a quorum present.  

4.14.26.02	APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Agenda approved without objection. 

4.14.26.03	APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Minutes approved without objection. 

4.14.26.04	ADMINISTRATION UPDATE 
Provost Russomanno gave an update on the University progress toward the “AI University” initiative. And they are determining the best ways to invest and support the AI infrastructure. 
Legislative update: A lot of interest in higher education this Legislative session. The Administration reaffirmed that we all have shared values in Academic Freedom and Tenure. 
· HB2582: “Anti-Tenure Bill” – Did not make it out of committee 
· HB291: “Civics Course Bill” – Did not survive the financial impact note and was defeated 
· HB1833: “Reduced Tuition for Online Courses” – Did not survive the legislative process
· HB2194: “Separates Tenure and Disciplinary Decisions” – Has been voted on and passed. It is the intention of the Administration to preserve the structure in the faculty handbook to the maximum extent permissible by the TN law. 
Melanie Murry, University Counsel answered questions regarding HB2194 including clarification of the Administration’s intent regarding section E of the statute. 
· See Appendix C re: Misconduct – it is the intention of the Administration to treat the statutory language of “misconduct” to be synonymous with “unacceptable behavior” in the Faculty Handbook - Appendix C: Faculty Code of Conduct, to the maximum extent permissible by TN law. 




4.14.26.05 	PRESIDENT’S REPORT
President Loftus presented an update on the Dean’s 360 evaluation. Executive summaries for the evaluations completed in the 25/26 Academic year are on Faculty Senate website under Resources. 

4.14.26.06	REPORTS
Standing Committee Reports
Committee on Committees: Nothing to report 
Academic Policies: They are producing three reports for ongoing charges. 
· Graduate Faculty Status: Reviewed policy and peer institution policies and found that our policies are broadly in line with peer institutions. 
· Academic Advising: Compared to peer institution policies and found that our policies are in keeping with those institutions. 
· Textbook Affordability: Tiger Smart Start review has determined that our students are paying substantially more than students at peer institutions. University of Memphis students are paying $24 per credit hour versus $19 per credit hour at peer institutions. 
Academic Support: Continued work on the Articles of Authority and they have two motions on for today’s meeting. This is a multi-year task. 
Budget & Finance: Presenting a motion today on merit pay. 
Faculty Policies: Working on refining motions. 
Library Policies: Nothing to report. 
Research Policies: Survey was sent last week, please encourage faculty to participate. The Deadline for submissions is 4/20 at 5 pm. 

4.14.26.07	NEW BUSINESS
Emily Swisher from the Bookstore updated us on book adoptions and how to ensure that book adoptions are included in Tiger SmartStart program. 
Motion 1: Merit Compensation: After discussion this motion passed. 
Motion 2: Article 2 §5 & Article 3 §11 
· Unanimous consent to change “Authorities” to “Authority” 
· After discussion this motion passed by unanimous voice vote. 
Motion 3: Preamble: After discussion this motion passed. (Yes – 23, No – 12, Abstain – 2) 

Ombudsperson – Nothing to report 
Trustee – Nothing to report 

4.14.26.08	ANNOUNCEMENTS
Next meeting is a dual meeting scheduled for 4/28. The first part of the meeting will consist of the current Senate, the second part of the meeting will be the first meeting for the 26/27 Senate. 

4.14.26.09 	ADJOURN
The meeting adjourned at 4:01 pm.
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