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	Date: 4-28-2026
Presiding: Jeni Loftus (Sociology) transitioned to Stephen Karr (Music)    	 
Secretary: Barbara Fitzgerald Esq. (College of Professional & Liberal Studies) transitioned to Jeff Thieme (Marketing)
Senators Present: Laura Alderson (Management), William Alexander (Chemistry), Reza Banai (City and Regional Planning), Melanie Conroy (World Languages and Literatures), Elena Delavega (School of Social Work), Bradley Dixon (History), Sean Driscoll (Philosophy), Rhema Fuller (Kemmons Wilson School of Hospitality), Genia Bettencourt (Leadership), Amir Hadadzadeh (Mechanical Engineering), Elizabeth Gillespie (Public and Nonprofit Administration), Carl Herickhoff  (Biomedical Engineering), Carl Hess (University Libraries), Max Paquette (College of Health Sciences), Andrew Hussey (Economics), Eddie Jacobs (Electrical and Computer Engineering), Earnestine Jenkins (Art and Design), Barbara Fitzgerald Esq. (College of Professional & Liberal Studies), Eli Jones (Counseling, Educational Psychology, and Research), Andrew Keefer (Military Sciences, ROTC), Kristy Patrick-Lewis (Acute, Chronic, and Continuing Care Science),  Gensheng Liu (Supply Chain Management), Micah Trapp (Anthropology), Jeni Loftus (Sociology), Danielle Copes (Cecil C Humphreys School of Law), Eugene Buder (School of Communication Sciences & Disorders), Laurie MacGillivray (Instruction and Curriculum Leadership), Ruoxu Wang (Journalism & Strategic Media), Ryan Parish (Earth Sciences), James Fahey (Political Science), Shahram Pezeshk (Civil Engineering), Will Robertson (Anthropology), Francisco Müller-Sánchez (Physics and Materials Sciences), Jeffrey Scraba (English), Nirmalee Raddatz (School of Accountancy), Mark Sunderman (Finance, Insurance, and Real Estate), Antonio de Velasco  (Communication & Film), Pavankumar Mulgund (Management Information Systems), Stephen J Watts (Criminology & Criminal Justice), Irena Lasiecka (Mathematical Sciences), Xinhua Yu (School of Public Health), and John Yorke (Theater & Dance)
Senator Present by Proxy: Sajjan Shiva (Vinhthuy Phan – Computer Science), Chrysanthe Preza (Mohammadreza Davoodi – Electrical and Computer Engineering), and Amy Wake (Kristy Patrick-Lewis – Family, Community, and Health Systems Science)
Senators Absent: Stephanie Huette (Psychology), Marika Snider (Architecture), Robert Hewitt (Polytechnic), and Omar Skalli (Biological Sciences)
Administrative Associate:  Tierenee Nichols.
Guests: Rita Green (Ombudsperson) and Jeff Marchetta (Faculty Trustee)

The five-hundredth-and-twenty-forth meeting of the University of Memphis Faculty Senate (FS) was held on Tuesday, April 28, 2026, in the Senate Chambers of the University Center.  

4.28.26.01	PRESIDENT’S REPORT: DR. STEPHEN KARR
President Loftus yielded the floor to President-elect Stephen Karr to preside as President.  Note:  This marks the transition from the 2025-2026 session to the 2026-2027 session of the FS.
President Karr called the meeting to order at 3:01pm.  He reviewed the election of officers process from the Articles of Authority.  Elections will be conducted through the use of electronic clickers.  
4.28.26.02	NEW BUSINESS
Elections of Officers
President Karr presided over the elections of officers for the 2026-2027 FS term.  
President-elect 
Nominee:  Senator Stephen Watts (CAS)
Senator Watts is elected President-elect by a vote of 36-0.  

Parliamentarian 
Nominee:  Senator William Alexander (CAS)
Senator Alexander is elected Parliamentarian by a vote of 41-0.

Secretary 
Nominees:  Senators Stephanie Huette (CAS) and Jeff Thieme (Fogelman)
Senator Huette is ineligible as two Senators from CAS have been elected to the FS EC.
Senator Thieme is elected Secretary by a vote of 42-0.  

Executive Committee – At-Large (Two positions)
Nominees:  Senators Mark Sunderman (Fogelman), Laura Alderson (Fogelman), Shahram Prezeshk (Herff), and Stephanie Huette (CAS)
Senator Huette is ineligible as two Senators from CAS have been elected to the FS Executive Committee (EC).
Senators Alderson and Prezeshk are elected with votes of 32 and 26 out of a total of 80.

Committee on Committees (Five positions)
Nominees:  Senators Ruoxu Wang, Eli Jones, Rhema Fuller, Stephanie Huette, and Jeff Thieme
Jeff Thieme rescinded his nomination as he was elected FS Secretary.
Elana Delavega self-nominated.
The slate of nominees is adopted unanimously by acclamation.  

Motion to Retain 2025-2026 Proposed Revisions to the Articles of Authority
President-elect Watts presented the motion on behalf of President Karr (See Appendix A).  
The motion is adopted unanimously by a voice vote.

President Karr asked Senators to gather in committees and select a chair.

4.28.26.03	ADJOURN
The meeting adjourned at 3:21 pm.


Appendix A:  Motion to Retain 2025-26 Proposed Revisions to the Articles of Authority
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Motion to Retain 2025-26 Proposed Revisions to the Articles of Authority
Originator: Faculty Senate President Stephen Karr
Whereas,
The Academic Support Committee has had a charge to review and propose appropriate revisions to the Articles of Authority from the Faculty Senate 2025-26 Executive Committee,
Whereas,
The Articles of Authority have not been updated since April 2013,
Whereas,
Sections of the Articles of Authority are outdated; some more relevant issues need to be addressed; in places, the document is poorly written; and it contains errors,
Whereas,
The 2025-26 Academic Support Committee has made significant progress on a multi-year project, upon which the next Senate’s Academic Support Committee should be able to build without having to cover the same ground,
Be it resolved that,
The 2026-27 Faculty Senate approves and retains the revisions to the Articles of Authority completed over the course of the 2025-26 academic year by the Academic Support Committee and accepted by the Senate as the foundation for further revisions needed before a full faculty vote on the updated Articles of Authority. 
Recipient
The Office of the Faculty Senate   
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