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Does it Matter?









The word plagiarize actually comes from the 
Latin plagiare—to kidnap (Oxford English 
Dictionary).

When you plagiarize, you’re taking (or 
kidnapping) someone else’s work.

Basic Definition of Plagiarism



U of M Definition of Plagiarism & 
Cheating

• Plagiarism - The adoption or reproduction of ideas, words, 
statements, images, or works of another person as one’s own without 
proper attribution.

• Cheating - Using or attempting to use unauthorized materials, 
information, or aids in any academic exercise or test/examination. 
The term academic exercise includes all forms of work submitted for 
credit or hours.

• Fabrication - Unauthorized falsification or invention of any 
information or citation in an academic exercise.

University of Memphis Code of Student Conduct
http://www.memphis.edu/studentconduct/misconduct.htm

http://www.memphis.edu/studentconduct/misconduct.htm


Characteristics of Plagiarism

• Lacks guidance
– Illegal/unethical
– Inadvertent/Unintentional

• Inadvertent/Unintentional
– Result of poor research methods 
– Illegal/unethical – also embarrassing

• Intentional
– Illegal/unethical

Jane Hanolen’s theory (as cited in Murray 2002).
Murray, B.  Keeping plagiarism at bay in the Internet age. Monitor on
Psychology 33(2).  Retrieved April 21, 2004 from 
http://www.apa.org/monitor/febo2/plagiarism.html









Common Examples of Plagiarism

• Downloading papers from commercial Web sites and 
turning them in as your own.

• Downloading pictures, bits of music, or parts of other 
people’s PowerPoint presentations found on the Web 
into PowerPoint presentations that you are creating.

• Turning in as your own work a paper (or parts of a 
paper) that someone else wrote.

• Turning in as your own work a paper that you 
purchased or downloaded for free.

• Cutting and pasting (or otherwise copying directly) from 
articles, Web sites, or other sources without citing 
them.

• Paraphrasing or summarizing what you read without 
citing the source.



How Could I Be Caught?

There are a number of ways to detect plagiarism:

• People can search the Web! All they need is to find 
a unique phrase that is in a paper to be able to 
find the original source online.

• People can read, and may recognize what you 
wrote as someone else’s work.

• Plagiarism detection programs such as Turnitin.

• Other clues, such as a real difference in writing 
styles. 



What Do I Need to Give Proper 
Credit?

• The author(s) or editor(s) of the book, article, 
Web site, story, etc.

• The title of the work.

• Publication information (where published, who 
published, when published).

• Volume, issue, and page numbers (if applicable).

• Date obtained (if applicable).

• URL if an electronic source.

In other words, all the information that someone

would need to find this work again!



How Do I Give Proper Credit?  
By Citing!

• Use quotation marks and credit all 
sources any time you use another 
person’s exact words.

• Credit sources whenever you 
paraphrase.

• Give credit to the original authors when 
you model your work on theirs  

• Common knowledge need not be cited.



How Much Can I Use?

• Err on the side of caution—if in 
doubt, put it in quotation marks or 
reword.

• Regardless of the number of exact 
words, always document the 
source when you are using another 
person’s ideas.



How Does Documentation Help to 
Avoid Plagiarism?

Documentation styles provide methods

for citing uniformly:

–References

–Punctuation

–Abbreviations

–Statistics

–Etc.

http://www.apastyle.org/aboutstyle.html



Common Documentation Styles

• American Psychological Association
(Social Sciences)

• Chicago (History, some humanities)

• Turabian (Chicago Style for student 
writers)

• Modern Language Association 
(English/humanities)

• Council of Biology Editors 
(Science/Math)



I am still concerned…

Ask your instructor for guidance!


