[image: ]
COLLEGE of HEALTH SCIENCES 
DOCTOR OF PHYSICAL THERAPY PROGRAM

Technical Standards and Essential Functions
The Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT) Program at the University of Memphis is an intensive course of study that places specific academic and professional demands on its students. However, the University is committed to supporting individuals with disabilities and is responsive to their unique needs. The Disability Resources for Students (DRS) office is available to assist students in obtaining reasonable accommodations to ensure equal access to the program.
The DPT program has established technical standards that are considered essential for admission, participation, and eventual licensure in the field of physical therapy. These standards align with the guidelines set forth by the Commission on Accreditation in Physical Therapy Education (CAPTE) and the American Physical Therapy Association’s Standards of Practice. If a student is unable to meet these standards with reasonable accommodation, the University reserves the right to withdraw an offer of admission or terminate a student from the DPT program if technical standards cannot be met during enrollment.  
Observation
[bookmark: _Int_JQHAdUTr]Students must possess the ability to observe demonstrations and activities that are integral to the didactic, laboratory, and clinical components of the DPT program. Additionally, they must be capable of accurately observing patients both at a distance and in close proximity. Effective observation relies on the functional use of multiple senses, including vision, hearing, smell, proprioception, and touch.
 Communication 
Students must be able to communicate professionally and effectively with faculty, clinical instructors, patients and their families/caregivers, and other healthcare professionals. This includes the ability to conduct patient interviews, provide instruction to patients and caregivers, and collaborate with members of the healthcare team. Effective communication encompasses not only verbal interactions but also proficiency in reading and writing.   
Motor	Comment by Rachel Marie Humphrey (rmhmphry): The webinar mentioned that candidates may perform, describe, and/or direct someone else to do a task if they are physically unable to do the task themselves (as long as they are not directing support staff to do something that requires PT knowledge such as a manual therapy technique)
Students should have sufficient motor function to allow the following to occur:
· Frequent use of hands with simple grasp. 
· Frequent use of firm grasp and manual dexterity skills. 
· Intermittent lifting of heavy loads. 
· Frequent change of positions with sitting, standing and walking. 
· Occasionally kneeling, bending, twisting, and stooping. 
· Occasional stair ambulation and navigating uneven terrain. 
· Frequent lifting, pushing and pulling up to 20 lbs. 
· Occasional lifting, pushing and pulling 20-50 lbs. 
· Be able to perform evaluative functions such as palpation, auscultation, percussion, and positioning of body segments. 
· Be able to perform the following but not limited to basic screening, examination, manual muscle testing, goniometry, sensory evaluation, balance assessment and gait analysis. 
· Students should have the ability to perform general care and emergency medical care as needed. This would include CPR, application of pressure to stop bleeding, and debridement of wounds. 
Conceptual-Integrative and Quantitative Analysis
Students must have the capacity to develop strong quantitative and qualitative analytical abilities. These include skills in measurement, calculation, reasoning, analysis, synthesis, and the ability to retain and apply complex information. Critical thinking is a fundamental competency essential to the practice of physical therapy and is expected of all students in the program.
Behavioral/Social Attitudes	Comment by Rachel Marie Humphrey (rmhmphry): webinar mentioned there are no accommodations for behavioral issues
Students must demonstrate emotional stability and maturity to effectively apply their intellectual abilities and exercise sound clinical judgment. They must be capable of functioning appropriately in the evaluation, diagnosis, and treatment of patients. The ability to adapt to stressful situations and dynamic environments is essential in order to meet the evolving needs of the patients and clients under their care. Throughout the admissions and educational process, attributes such as compassion, empathy, interpersonal skills, a genuine interest in physical therapy, and a strong motivation to help others will be carefully evaluated.
Developing Reasonable Accommodations
Students are encouraged to contact Disability Resources for Students (DRS) at 901-678-2880 to confidentially discuss their individual needs related to meeting the technical standards. The DPT program will collaborate with both DRS and the student to identify reasonable accommodations that support student success without compromising the integrity of classroom or clinical education.


Certification
The DPT program at the University of Memphis encourages all applicants to carefully review this document. Once reviewed and signed below, the applicant acknowledges that they have read and understood these standards. 
I have read and understood the above standards and believe that I can meet them:

First and Last Name: ________________________________________________________

Signature:_______________________________________________ Date:__________________
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