Reading List for US since 1877 Field 
Reconstruction, New South, Jim Crow

C. Vann Woodward, Strange Career of Jim Crow
Laura Edwards, Gendered Strife and Confusion:  The Political Culture of Reconstruction (1997)

Tara Hunter, “To ‘Joy My Freedom”:  Southern Black Women’s Lives and Labors After the Civil War 
Stephen Kantrowitz, Ben Tillman and the Reconstruction of White Supremacy
Stephanie Shaw, What a Woman Ought to Be and To Do:  Black Professional Women Workers during the Jim Crow Era (1996) 

Nancy D. Bercaw, Gendered Freedoms:  Race, Rights, and the Politics of Household in the Delta, 1861-1875 (2003)

Glenda Elizabeth Gilmore, Gender and Jim Crow: Women and the Politics of White Supremacy in North Carolina, 1896- 1920 (1996)
W.E.B. Du Bois, Black Reconstruction in America, 1860-1880, (1935)

C. Van Woodward, Origins of the New South, 1877-1913, (1951)

Edward L. Ayers, Promise of the New South: Life after Reconstruction (1992)

Grace Elizabeth Hale, Making Whiteness: The Culture of Segregation in the South, 1890-1940, (1998)

Edward J. Blum, Reforging the White Republic: Race, Religion, and American Nationalism, 1865-1898, (2005)

John M. Giggie, After Redemption: Jim Crow and the Transformation of African American Religion in the Delta, 1875-1915, (2008)
Blight, David W.  Race and Reunion: The Civil War in American Memory.  Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University Press, 2001
Foner, Eric.  Reconstruction: America’s Unfinished Revolution, 1863-1877.  New York: Harper Collins Publishers, 2002; originally published by Harper & Row, 1988.
Higginbotham, Evenlyn Brooks.  Righteous Discontent: The Women’s Movement in the Black Baptist Church.  Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1993.

Harvey, Paul.  Freedom’s Coming: Religious Culture and the Shaping of the South from the Civil War through the Civil Rights Era.  Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2005.

1880s-1910s: Industrialization, Rise of Corporation, Urbanization, Populism, Progressivism, WW1
Maureen A. Flanagan, America Reformed: Progressives and Progressivisms, 1890s-1920s (2006)

David M. Kennedy, Over Here: The First World War and American Society (2004)

Robert Wiebe, The Search for Order, 1877-1920
Lawrence Goodwyn, The Populist Moment (abridged ed)

James Weinstein, The Corporate Ideal in the Liberal State, 1900-1918

Richard Bensel, Political Economy of American Industrialization, 1877-1900

Martin Sklar, Corporate Reconstruction of American Capitalism
David Noble, America by Design
Elizabeth Sanders, Roots of Reform
Alan Trachtenberg, The Incorporation of America, 25th Anniversary Edition (Hill and Wang, 2007)
Robert Westbrook, John Dewey and American Democracy
Maureen Flanagan, Seeing with Their Hearts:  Chicago Women and the Vision of the Good City, 1871-1933 (2002)

Kathy Peiss, Cheap Amusements:  Working Women and Leisure in Turn-of-the-Century New York (1986)  Also Hope in a Jar:  The Making of America’s Beauty Culture (1998)

Jacquelyn Dowd Hall, et al., Like a Family:  The Making of a Southern Cotton Mill World (1987)

George Chauncey, Gay New York:  Gender, Urban Culture, and the Making of the Gay Male World, 1890-1940 (1994)
William Leach, Land of Desire: Merchants, Power, and the Rise of a New American Culture (1993), or Susan Porter Benson, Counter Cultures: Saleswomen, Managers, and Customers in American Department Stores, 1890-1940, 1986
Richard Hofstadter, The Age of Reform: From Bryan to F.D.R. (1955)
David Montgomery, The Fall of the House of Labor (1987)

Daniel T. Rodgers, Atlantic Crossings: Social Politics in a Progressive Age. Cambridge, MA, 1998.
Cronon, William. Nature’s Metropolis: Chicago and the Great West. New York: Norton, 1991
Roy Rosenzweig, Eight Hours for What We Will: Workers and Leisure in an Industrial City, 1870-1920 (New York: Cambridge, 1983)
T.J. Jackson Lears, No Place of Grace: Antimodernism and the Transformation of American Culture, 1880-1920 (1981)

Marjorie Spruill Wheeler, One Woman, One Vote:  Rediscovering the Woman Suffrage Movement (1995)   Also Votes for Women! (1995)

Rosalyn Terborg-Penn, African American Women in the Struggle for the Vote, 1850-1920 (1998)
Nancy Cott, The Grounding of Modern Feminism (1987)

Deborah Gray White, Too Heavy a Load:  Black Women in Defense of Themselves, 1894-1994 (1999) 
Christine Stansell, American Moderns:  Bohemian NY and the Creation of a New Century (2000)

Joseph Daniel Singal, ed., Modernist Culture in America (1991)

Mary Ann Irwin and James Brooks, eds., Women and Gender in the American West (2004)

Dee Brown, Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee:  An Indian History of the American West (1970; reissued 2007)

Patricia Limerick, The Legacy of Conquest:  The Unbroken Past of the American West (1987)

Immigration and Empire
Matthew Frye Jacobson, Special Sorrows: The Diasporic Imagination of Irish, Polish, and Jewish Immigrants in the United States (California, 2002)

Walter LaFeber, The New Empire: An Interpretation of American Expansion, 35th Anniversary Edition (Cornell, 1998) 

Donna Gabaccia, From the Other Side:  Women, Gender, and Immigrant Life in the U.S., 1820-1990 (1994)

Vicki Ruiz, From Out of the Shadows:  Mexican Women in 20th Century America (2008)

Valerie Matsumoto, Farming the Home Place:  A Japanese American Community in California, 1919-1982 (1993)

Judith Yung, ed., Unbound Voices:  A Documentary History of Chinese Women in San Francisco (1999)

Xiaojian Zhao, Remaking Chinese America:  Immigration, Family, and Community, 1940-1965
Kristen L. Hoganson, Fighting for American Manhood:  How Gender Politics Provoked the Spanish-American and Philippine-American Wars

John Higham, Strangers in the Land: Patterns of American Nativism, 1860-1925 (1955)

Gail Bederman, Manliness and Civilization: A Cultural History of Gender and Race in the United States, 1880-1917 (1995)
Gary Gerstle, American Crucible: Race and Nation in the Twentieth Century (2001)
Matthew Frye Jacobson, Whiteness of a Different Color: European Immigration and the Alchemy of Race. Cambridge, MA, 1998.
Mae Ngai, Impossible Subjects: Illegal Aliens and the Making of Modern America. New York, 2004.
Alison Sneider, Suffragists in an Imperial Age:  U.S. Expansion and the Woman Question, 1870-1929 (2008)

1921 and 1945: Great Depression, New Deal, WWII
Lynn Dumenil, The Modern Temper: American Culture and Society in the 1920s (1995) 

Alan Brinkley, Voices of Protest: Huey Long, Father Coughlin, & the Great Depression (1983) 

Lizabeth Cohen, Making a New Deal
Dorothy M. Brown, Setting a Course: American Women in the 1920s (1987)

Meg Jacobs, Pocketbook Politics: Economic Citizenship in 20th Century America. Princeton, 2005
Linda Gordon, Pitied but Not Entitled: Single Mothers and the History of Welfare. New York, 1994
Fraser, Steven and Gary Gerstle, eds., The Rise and Fall of the New Deal Order, 1930-1980. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1989.
Susan Ware, Holding Their Own: American Women in the 1930s (Boston: Twayne, 1982).
James Grossman, Land of Hope: Chicago, Black Southerners, and the Great Migration (1989)
Michael Sherry, The Rise of American Air Power: The Creation of Armageddon (1989) 

John Morton Blum, V Was for Victory: Politics and American Culture During World War II (Harvest/HBJ, 1977)

Allen Berube, Coming Out Under Fire:  The History of Gay Men and Women in World War Two (1999)

Emily Yellin, Our Mothers’ War:  American Women at Home and at the Front During World War II (2004)

Karen Anderson, Wartime Women: Sex Roles, Family Relations, and the Status of Women During World War II

Marilyn Hagerty, Victory Girls, Khaki-Wackies, and Patriotutes: The Regulation of Female Sexuality during World War II
Michael Barnhart, “The Origins of World War II in Asia and the Pacific,” Diplomatic History 20 (Spring 1996): 241-60

Robert Dallek, Franklin D. Roosevelt and American Foreign Policy, 1932-1945 (1983)

Robert A. Divine, The Reluctant Belligerent: American Entry into World War II (2nd ed., 1979)

John Dower, War Without Mercy (1987)  

Kent R. Greenfield, American Strategy in World War II
Samuel Walker, "Recent Literature on Truman's Atomic Bomb Decision: A Search for Middle Ground" Diplomatic History 29 (April 2005), 311-334.

Joseph Corn, The Winged Gospel: America's Romance with Aviation 1900-1950 (2002).  
1940s and 1950s: Cold War, Domesticity, McCarthyism, Urban Crisis
Stephen Whitfield, The Culture of the Cold War (1996)

John Lewis Gaddis, We Now Know: Rethinking the Cold War (Oxford, 1998)
Melvyn Leffler, "What Do 'We Now Know?'" The American Historical Review, 104 (April 1999), 501-524
Nelson Lichtenstein, State of the Union: A Century of American Labor
Elaine Tyler May, Homeward Bound: American Families in the Cold War Era (1999)

Joanne Meyerowitz, Not June Cleaver: Women and Gender in Postwar America, 1945-1960 (1994)

Ellen Schrecker, Many are the Crimes: McCarthyism in America (1998)

Lizabeth Cohen, A Consumer’s Republic: The Politics of Mass Consumption in Postwar America. New York, 2003.
David K. Johnson, The Lavender Scare: The Cold War Persecution of Gays and Lesbians in the Federal Government (Chicago, 2004)
Jeremi Suri, Power and Protest: Global Revolution and the Rise of Detente (Harvard, 2003)
Paul Boyer, By the Bomb’s Early Light: American Thought and Culture at the Dawn of the Atomic Age
Kenneth Jackson, Crabgrass Frontier: The Suburbanization of the United States (1987) 

Thomas J. Sugrue, The Origins of the Urban Crisis: Race and Inequality in Postwar Detroit (1996)
Robert Self, American Babylon: Race and the Struggle for Postwar Oakland. Princeton, 2003.

Becky M. Nicolaides, My Blue Heaven: Life and Politics in the Working-Class Suburbs of Los Angeles, 1920-1965 (Princeton, 2002)
Michael J. Hogan, The Marshall Plan: America, Britain and the Reconstruction of Western Europe, 1947-1952 (1989)

Melvyn P. Leffler, The Specter of Communism: The United States and the Origins of the Cold War, 1917-1953 (1994)

Arnold Offner, Another Such Victory: President Truman and the Cold War, 1945-1953 (2002)

Michael Schaller, The American Occupation of Japan: The Origins of the Cold War in Asia (1985)

Odd Arne Westad, The Global Cold War: Third World Interventions and the Making of Our Times (2007).

Civil Rights

Michael Klarman, From Jim Crow to Civil Rights
Charles Payne, I've Got the Light of Freedom: The Organizing Tradition and the Mississippi Freedom Struggle (California, 1997)

Sara Evans, Personal Politics: The Roots of Women’s Liberation in the Civil Rights Movement & the New Left (1980)

Kimberly Little, You Must Be From the North:  Southern White Women in the Memphis Civil Rights Movement (2009)

Belinda Robnett, How Long?  How Long? African-American Women in the Struggle for Civil Rights (1997)

Lynne Olsen, Freedom’s Daughters:  The Unsung Heroines of the Civil Rights Movement from 1830 to 1970 (2001)

Mary Dudizak, Cold War Civil Rights: Race and the Image of American Democracy (2000)
John Dittmer, Local People: The Struggle for Civil Rights in Mississippi. New York, 1994
Martha Biondi, To Stand and Fight: The Struggle for Civil Rights in Postwar New York City (Harvard, 2003)
Raymond Arsenault, Freedom Riders: 1961 and the Struggle for Racial Justice, (2006)
Feminism, women’s history 
Alice Kessler-Harris, In Pursuit of Equity: Women, Men, and the Quest for Economic Citizenship in 20th-Century America (Oxford, 2003)

Paula Giddings, When and Where I Enter:  The Impact of Black Women on Race and Sex in America (1984) (survey to late 20th century)

Eleanor Flexner, Century of Struggle (1959); enl.ed., 1996, E. Flexner and Ellen Fitzpatrick [updated]

Ruth S. Cowan, More Work for Mother: The Ironies of Household Technology from the Open Hearth to the Microwave (1983). 
Dorothy Sue Cobble, The Other Women’s Movement: Workplace Justice and Social Rights in Modern America (Princeton, 2004)
Annalise Orleck, Common Sense and a Little Fire:  Women and Working-Class Politics in the United States, 1900-1965 (1995)

Susan Hartmann, From Margin to Mainstream:  American Women and Politics Since 1960 
(1989)

Alice Echols, Daring to Be Bad: Radical Feminism in America, 1967-1975 (1989)

Ruth Rosen, The World Split Open: How the Modern Women’s Movement Changed America (2000)

Kristin Luker, Abortion and the Politics of Motherhood (1984)

Jennifer Nelson, Women of Color and the Reproductive Rights Movement (2003)

Lillian Faderman, Odd Girls and Twilight Lovers:  A History of Lesbian Life in Twentieth Century America (1991)
Alice Echols, Daring to Be Bad: Radical Feminism in America, 1967-1975 (1989)

1960-2000: Social Movements, New Right, Vietnam, Postmodernity
David Kaiser, American Tragedy: Kennedy, Johnson, and the Origins of the Vietnam War (Belknap, 2002)

Susan Jeffords, The Remasculinzation of America: Gender and the Vietnam War
Marilyn B Young, Vietnam Wars
George Donelson Moss, Vietnam: An American Ordeal
David Anderson and John Ernst, The War That Never Ends
Robert Buzzanco, Vietnam and the Transformation of American Life
Michael H. Hunt, Lyndon Johnson’s War
Eric M. Bergerud, The Dynamics Of Defeat: The Vietnam War In Hau Nghia Province (1991)

Robert A. Divine, "Vietnam Reconsidered" Diplomatic History 12 (1988), 79–93 [Dated, but does an excellent job discussing the various historiographical camps]

Kim Phillips-Fein, Invisible Hands
Matthew Lassiter, The Silent Majority: Suburban Politics in the Sunbelt South (Princeton, 2005)

Rob Goldberg, Grassroots Resistance: Social Movements in 20th Century America (1991)

Lisa McGirr, Suburban Warriors: The Origins of the New American Right (2000)
Bethany Morton, To Serve God and Wal-Mart: The Making of Christian Free Enterprise (2010)
Kevin Kruse, White Flight: Atlanta and the Making of Modern Conservatism. Princeton, 2005.
Doug Rossinow, The Politics of Authenticity: Liberalism, Christianity, and the New Left in America (Columbia, 1998)
McLean, Nancy. Freedom is Not Enough: The Opening of the American Workplace. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2006
Todd Gitlin, The Sixties: Years of Hope, Days of Rage
David Farber, ed., The Sixties: From Memory to History, or The Age of Great Dreams: America in the 1960s
Maurice Isserman and Michael Kazin, America Divided: The Civil War of the 1960s
Van Gosse and Richard Moser, The World the 60s Made
David Harvey, The Condition of Postmodernity

Frederic Jameson, “Postmodernity and Cultural Logic,” in Social Text
Michael Oren, Power, Faith, and Fantasy: America in the Middle East: 1776 to the Present (2007)

James T. Patterson, Grand Expectations: The United States: 1945-1974 and Restless Giant: The United States from Watergate to Bush v. Gore
Others
Francis G. Couvares, Interpretations of American History: Patterns and Perspectives, 7th edition, Vol. 2 (Free Press, 2000) (Or new version of this)
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