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Summer 2019

The History Department will offer the following 6000 and 7000/8000-level courses in the Summer 2019 semester. The attached descriptions are designed to provide a clear conception of course content.  It should be noted that while 6000 courses also include undergraduate students (4000 level), a distinct set of reading, writing, and grading expectations is maintained for graduate students.

HIST 6322 – 001
THE ROMAN WORLD – Peter Brand
MTWRF – 2:00-3:40PM               MI 205
            In this course, we will examine the history and culture of Ancient Rome’s from its origins down to the 4th Century after Christ. Along the way, we will examine a number of key historical issues including the rise and fall of the Roman Republic and the establishment of its imperial system. We will also examine religion in the Roman world including polytheistic mystery cults, the place of Judaism and the rise of Christianity in the shadow of Rome. Another theme will be social structures and practices in Ancient Rome and its Empire. We will also experience the high and low culture of Rome’s teeming cities: gladiatorial combat and chariot racing in the arena, bathing palaces and leisure amenities where all levels of society intermixed. In the first three centuries CE, we will trace the rise of Christianity from a tiny offshoot of Judaism that grew in the shadow of the vast Roman Empire. Along the way, we will see how apostles, church fathers and the far-flung adherents of the new faith in scattered pockets across the empire shaped the essential doctrines of Christianity at a time when many highly different and competitive visions of who Christ was and what Christians should believe about him were held by different groups of early Christians.

HIST 7650 – M50
STUDIES IN US HISTORY TO 1877 – Christine Eisel
Online
Women in Colonial America-This readings seminar will introduce you to significant scholarship on women in colonial America, with an emphasis on women’s working, family, sexual, and political lives. Using a variety of selected monographs and essays, you will explore the ways in which women’s public and private lives intersected with, and were often defined by, concepts of gender, race, and socio-economic status. Through readings and discussion, you will gain an understanding of the prominent themes historians have investigated, think and argue critically about historians’ purpose and methods, and consider the changing theoretical framework that scholars have employed to better illustrate women’s experiences throughout the British American colonial period. You will read deeply, demonstrate your critical thinking through written reviews and on-line discussions, and construct an annotated bibliography. 

HIST 7680-M50
STUDIES IN US AFTER 1877 – Cookie Woolner
Online
This course will explore classic texts and current methodological issues in modern U.S. cultural history. We will take a capacious approach to “culture” itself; in some cases, we’ll focus on culture in the sense of aesthetics: high and low, visual and textual, vernacular and commercial, and so forth. But at other moments, we’ll look at culture in the broader anthropological senses of customs, traditions, values, and localized meaning-making. Finally, we’ll explore the “cultural” as an evolving set of methodological approaches, many of which are now being applied to sources and subjects previously understood as the exclusive provinces of other historical subfields. The course has five primary objectives: 1) to introduce you to some of the most influential texts in U.S. cultural history, American Studies, and British cultural studies over the past half century; 2) to expose you to recent scholarship that is reshaping conventional wisdom in the field; 3) to teach you how to analyze a variety of cultural sources as historical evidence; 4) to sharpen your skills at integrating theoretical concepts from a wide range of cultural critics; 5) and to help you to define your own interests within the evolving subfield.
