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Honors Students Present Research at National Conference
The Honors College sponsored five students to present their research at the National Conference for Undergraduate Research, which was held in Long Beach, CA, from April 8-10, 2024.  Since its inception in 1987, NCUR has become a major annual event drawing over 4,000 undergraduates, faculty, and administrators to hear and discuss undergraduate scholarly and creative work.
“The UofM has long valued undergraduate research, but offering more research opportunities for undergraduate students is now part of the university’s strategic plan,” said Melinda Jones, director of the Helen Hardin Honors College. “Sending our students to NCUR has been a long-standing tradition of the Honors College. This is the largest national research conference for undergraduate students, so the students have the opportunity to gain experience presenting their research while building their networks and enhancing their resumes.”
Students and Projects
Mackenzie Austin, a senior psychology major, whose presentation is entitled “Perceptions of Therapist Notetaking.” Her faculty mentor is Dr. Jeffrey Berman.
Stephanie Bigham, a senior health studies major, whose presentation is entitled “The Impact of Sex and Diet on the Development of Metabolic Syndrome.” Her faculty mentor is Dr. Melissa Puppa.
Christian Huang, a senior biomedical engineering major, whose presentation is entitled “The Effects of Manuka Honey-Derived Flavonoids on Neutrophil Production of Reactive Oxygen Species.” His faculty mentor is Dr. Gary Bowlin.
Luis Lopez-Games, a senior world languages and international/global studies major, whose presentation is entitled “Usage Frequency and Prestige Levels of Spanglish amongst Memphis’ Second-Generation Hispanic Latino Community.” His faculty mentor is Dr. Brianna Butera.
Calvin Robinson, a senior biomedical engineering major, whose presentation is entitled “Examination of the Role of MAPK Activity on Placental Formation in Vitro Using Stem Cells.” His faculty mentor is Dr. Amy Abell.
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