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CANVAS FEATURES NOTEBOOK AND
PEER REVIEW ENHANCEMENTS

Canvas now offers private student notebooks, expanded peer-
review options, enhanced visibility controls, flexible assignment
distribution settings, and additional deadline controls.
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Student Notebooks:

The Canvas Notebook provides each student with a personal
space to take, save, organize and delete notes for course study.
Notebook contents are private to the student and are not visible
to instructors.

Peer Review Controls:

New control options allow instructors to assign points, require
peer reviews, establish separate review due dates, and require
students to submit their own assignment before reviewing
another student’s work. Students can access assigned reviews
from the assignment area, including multiple submissions when
applicable.

Documentation Access:

Current documentation and setup resources are available
through Canvas Community materials, including videos and
detailed walkthroughs.
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CANVAS IGNITE AI EXPANSION
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s a fundamental mechanism of evolution, explaining how populations of organisms change
become better suited to their environments It was famousty articuiated by Charles Darwin
lace in the mid-19th century.

Here's a breakdown of the key components and principles:
1. Variation
« Within any population of organisms, individuals are not identical 3 They exhibit a range of inheritable traits
(e g.. differences in size, color. speed, resistance to disease) 4
+ This variation arises from random mutations in DNA and genetic recombination during sexual reproduction
2.Inheritance.
+ Many of these variations are heritable. meaning they can be passed down from parents to their offspring 5
3. Differential Survival and negrouucnon (The ™ Slrugglc lorExlstancO )
(food. s e

s that make them more kkely to survive and reproduce in their

99
+ Crucially. some individuals posst
5 ed to as “fitter” individuals in an evolutionary sense (where

vironment. These are oft
tness” refers to reproductive success)
4. Selection:
+ Theenvironment “selects” for certain traits 11 Incividuals with advantageous traits are more likely to Survive,
reach reproductive age. and produce more offspring than individuals with less advantageous traits.

The university’s expanded Canvas contract now includes
multiple Ignite Al tools for instructors and students. Most
instructor-facing tools must be enabled at the course
level, while Ignite Study Tools are available to students by
default.

Available Instructor Tools:

The expanded Ignite Al suite includes tools for translating
discussion inbox content, searching course materials,
creating questions, generating discussion insights,
assisting with grading and working with rubrics. The
university previously had access to Ignite Agent and now
has access to a broader set of tools.

Course-Level Activation:

Instructor-facing Ignite Al tools are turned off by default.
However, instructors can enable applicable features by
opening a course, going to Settings, selecting Feature
Options, and turning on the desired tools. Training
sessions will also be offered.

Course Search:

Ignite course search is available to both instructors and
students and can help locate assignments, documents
and other course content.

Student Study Tools:

Ignite Study Tools are available to students in every course
by default, with instructors having the option to disable
them. Students can generate flashcards, practice quizzes,
and other study aids from course content. The tool uses
text from Canvas pages and does not access information
contained only in linked PDF or PowerPoint files.
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UM3D IS NOW (CTL)
CENTER FOR TEACHING & LEARNING

UMBS3D is now the Center for Teaching and Learning is
expanding its role in supporting the use of Al in teaching
and learning. Planned resources include a monthly
newsletter, an Al-Ready Educator series, and support
channels for faculty.

Monthly Newsletter:

A monthly newsletter will cover campus Al activities,
departmental direction and available resources. The
newsletter will include information about upcoming
educational opportunities.

Educator Series:
The Al-Ready Educator series will address Al and higher
education, course-level Al competency, workload, student

needs and Al-supported assignments. Sessions are open to

the University of Memphis faculty, with a limit of 25
participants. The series will include in-person meetings
followed by a virtual final meeting.

Faculty Support:

The Center for Teaching and Learning will serve as a
campus resource for Al-related teaching questions. An
anonymous form will also be available for submitting
questions.

Communication Follow-Up:
A new CTL email address, CTL@memphis.edu, is also
available as part of the transition from the former UM3D

identity. You can also take a look at the start of rebranding
their wehgite

TAF FUNDING TRANSFORMATION

Preliminary information was provided regarding changes to
Technology Access Fee (TAF) funding, including the
transition of software purchases away from TAF funding
after FY26.

Funding Changes:

TAF funds have historically supported software, computer
labs and student employees and been subject to
allocation rules and restrictions. The shared materials
indicate that June 30, 2026, marked the end of TAF funding
for college software, with departments assuming software
costs.

Student Fee Label:

The charge appears as part of a university service fee
included with tuition and supports a broader range of
campus services and activities.

Future Clarification:
Additional information regarding the new funding structure
will be reviewed and provided at a future meeting.
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Annual required IT Security Awareness
*{°* training will be available during the

th of October. We h
training systen%n%r?s ygar: S\(?ap?tﬁve geguvr(?t?/. Vére was

an enrollment email from itsec-training@memphis.edu.
For more information, visit the IT Security Awareness
Training webpage.|
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ONLINE EXAM PROCTORING
EVALUATION

The university is assessing the feasibility of a proctoring
service particularly for online course courses, Our
current model requires those courses that need
proctoring to arrange for their own solution or use a
textbook integration as an alternative solution.

The university currently does not have an institution-
wide proctoring solution. Departments may arrange

their own contracts, and some textbook integrations
provide alternative options.

A team has evaluated institutional needs, available
vendors, and submitted recommendations to campus
leadership for review. A potential solution may begin
with a pilot before a broader rollout.

The proposed workflow would establish guidelines for
when online proctoring should be used, with
consideration given to per-assessment costs and
stakeholder approval.

Potential technical requirements for the student and
may include a compatible browser, webcam, and other
hardware depending on the configuration.

A possible student fee model remains under
consideration and has not been determined. The
proposed service would focus on asynchronous online
courses and would not replace in-person

classroom proctoring.

SOFTWARE .
CONTRACTS/RENEWALS
May - Media Site - $5,780

June - SAS - $27,420, ArcGis - $25,000, Wrds -
$55,300 FY26 (ending June 30, 2026, was the last
month TAF will be payingfor college software.

July — Adobe - $155,741.50

August -_Sonocent - $10,920

September - Microsoft Unified - $60,524, Microsoft

ITS Service Desk, 100 Administration Bldg., Memphis, TN 38152 | 901.678.8888
For more information or to inquire about technical reports, contact
umTech@memphis.edu | memphis.edu/umTech
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