REGINA L. HILLMAN
4328 Lucy Road, Millington, TN 38053

865.679.3483

Regina.L.Hillman@memphis.edu
TEACHING EXPERIENCE:
UNIV. OF MEMPHIS CECIL C. HUMPHREYS SCHOOL OF LAW – Knoxville, TN
Assistant Professor of Law; June 2017 – Present

Legal Methods Coordinator; August 2020 – Present 
Teach Legal Methods I & II.  Legal Methods I focuses on the introduction of legal research, writing, and analogy to entering ILs, including the research memorandum.  Legal Methods II focuses on persuasive writing, specifically the trial brief, including oral arguments.  Additional activities include serving as Faculty Advisor to the Student Bar Association, Faculty Advisor for law review student’s case note; member of the Diversity & Inclusion Committee, and faculty member for summer TIP Program.  Experienced with TWEN learning management system.
UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE COLLEGE OF LAW – Knoxville, TN
Adjunct Professor of Law; January 2010 – May 2017
Teach Legal Process I & II.  LPI (8/12 – 5/2017) Focus on the introduction of legal writing to entering ILs, including the research memorandum.  LPII (1/10 – May 2017) Focus on trial and appellate brief writing, including oral arguments.
TUSCULUM COLLEGE – Knoxville, TN 
Adjunct Professor of Business Law; May 2003 – February 2017
Teach Business Law & Ethics to undergraduate and graduate students in School of Business; Teach online courses, including Employment & Labor and MBA Business Law courses; Experienced with Blackboard, WebCT, Sakai & Moodle learning management systems.

SCHOLARSHIP:
Discrimination Protections & LGBT Employees: Title VII Comes Out of the Closet (working title and in progress) (addressing recent Supreme Court decision in Bostock v. Clayton Co. holding that Title VII applies to sexual orientation and gender identity).

Title VII Discrimination Protections & LGBT Employees: The Need for Consistency, Certainty & Equality Post-Obergefell, 6:2 Belm. L. Rev. 1 (2019).

Deviant to Dignified: From Campbell v. Sundquist to Tanco v. Haslam: The History & Progression of LGBT Rights & Marital Equality in Tennessee, 83:2 Tenn. L. Rev. 371 (2016).

Modern Legal History 2015: The Road to Obergefell, 3 Belm. L. Rev. 165 (2016).

In Memoriam, Professor Jerry J. Phillips, 71 Tenn. L. Rev. ix (2000).

SELECTED BAR JOURNAL ARTICLES:

Legal Writing Tips – A Swan Song, in DICTA (Magazine of the Knoxville Bar Ass’n) (12/2013).

Legal/Life [Writing] Tips, in DICTA (Magazine of the Knoxville Bar Ass’n) (5/2013).

Utilizing “Bad” Case Law to Strengthen Your Argument, in DICTA (KBA Magazine) (10/2012)

Polishing Up Your Persuasive Writing, in DICTA (KBA Magazine) (5/2012)

How the Internet Can Improve Your Legal Writing, in DICTA (KBA Magazinen) (12/2010)
PRACTICE EXPERIENCE:
TENNESSEE MARRIAGE EQUALITY LEGAL TEAM MEMBER: Tanco v. Haslam
Member of Litigation Team Challenging TN Marriage Equality Ban; July 2013 – August 2015

Organizing member of Tennessee litigation team formed post-Windsor to challenge Tennessee’s statutory and constitutional bans on recognition of valid out-of-state same sex marriage.  Worked on all aspects of case from formation through favorable outcome with U.S. Supreme Court. 

Status:  June 26, 2015 – U.S. Supreme Court held 5-4 in favor of the Tennessee plaintiffs.
WAGNER, MYERS & SANGER – Knoxville, TN
Contract Counsel; February 2013 – December 2013 

Assist firm with transactional and litigation matters including health care, labor/employment, and property management issues on a contract basis. 

RITCHIE, FELLS, DILLARD & DAVIES – Knoxville, TN
Contract Counsel; March 2009 – September 2009
Assist firm with litigation matters on a contract basis.  

STANFILL DEVELOPMENT GROUP – Knoxville, TN
Contract Counsel; April 2004 – December 2014
Broad range of work dealing with contract and business development matters on as-needed basis.  

HUNTON & WILLIAMS – Knoxville, TN
Associate Attorney; March 2003 – April 2004

Broad commercial litigation practice, including business litigation, commercial contract disputes, environmental claims, product liability, and labor/employment issues.

BASS, BERRY & SIMS – Knoxville, TN
Associate Attorney, September 2001 – March 2003

Broad commercial litigation practice primarily focused on healthcare and business litigation, commercial contract disputes, insurance defense, property claims, product liability, workers’ compensation, and labor/employment issues.  
Healthcare Paralegal, November 1997 – August 1998

Healthcare support, including both transactional matters and litigation defense discovery/trial preparation.

PROF. RICHARD WIRTZ, University of Tennessee College of Law – Knoxville, TN

Research/Teaching Assistant, Summer 1999

Research/prepare teaching materials for Fulbright Scholarship teaching position in Slovenia.

HON. JAMES H. JARVIS, U.S. District Court – Knoxville, TN
Judicial Intern, Summer 1999

Conduct legal research and draft legal opinions.
KNOXVILLE CITY LAW DEPARTMENT – Knoxville, TN

Summer Legal Intern, Summer 1999 

Conduct legal research and write legal memorandums related to various municipal law issues.
BAPTIST MEMORIAL HEALTH CARE SYSTEMS – Memphis, TN

HARRIS, SHELTON, DUNLAP & COBB – Memphis, TN

Healthcare Paralegal, September 1988 –September 1997

Liaison between Baptist Memorial Hospital and Harris Shelton for litigation/malpractice defense discovery/trial preparation, transactional matters, insurance defense, and general risk management support.
EDUCATION:
UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE, COLLEGE OF LAW – J.D., 2001, summa cum laude
Order of the Coif

Editor-in-Chief – Tennessee Law Review 2000-01
Dean’s Citation for Extraordinary Contributions to UT Law
W.H.H. Southern Memorial Scholarship

Phi Kappa Phi Legal Honor Society; Highest Section Grade in 13 classes

Best Appellate Brief – Legal Process II

UNIVERSITY OF MEMPHIS – B.A., English, 1997, summa cum laude
Dean’s List 1992-1997

Adult Academic Scholarship

Phi Kappa Phi National Honor Society

Golden Key National Honor Society

Sigma Tau Delta English Honor Society
LAW SCHOOL AND UNIVERSITY SERVICE:

Member, Dean’s Advisory Committee, 2019 – Present

Faculty Advisor to OUTLaw, 2019 – Present

Faculty Advisor to Student Bar Association, 2018 – Present 

MPDP Mentor, 2019 – Present
Member, Diversity & Inclusion Committee, 2018 – Present
LEADERSHIP/BOARD POSITIONS:
Member, ALWD Diversity & Inclusion Committee – 2018-Present

Member, Memphis Law Diversity & Inclusion Committee – 2018-Present

Tennessee Bar Association, LGBT Section Chair – 2016

2015 Tennessee Bar Association Leadership Law Class (TBALL)

Tennessee Bar Association, Inaugural LGBT Section, Vice Chair – 2015

Jenkins Trial Court Competition Judge – University of Tennessee College of Law – 2015

Knoxville Bar Association, Publications Committee, Executive Editor – 2003-13

Advocates’ Prize Judge – University of Tennessee College of Law – 2012, 2015

Board Member, Knoxville Girls on the Run – 2007-10

Komen Grant Review Committee Member – 2005-08

Sponsor/Fundraiser/Volunteer – Knoxville Links for the Cure – 2003-08

Knoxville Bar Association – Section Chair, Law Week – 2002-04

Knoxville Bar Association – DICTA Editor – “Worth Your Time” – 2001-04

HONORS/AWARDS:

2015 ACLU-TN Bill of Rights Award

2015 Larry Dean Wilks Leadership Award – Tennessee Bar Association – Leadership Law
2015 Justice Award – National Center for Lesbian Rights

2015 Attorney for Justice Award (Tennessee Supreme Court Pro Bono Award)

2014 Outstanding Adjunct Faculty Award – University of Tennessee College of Law

2014 Adjunct of the Year Award – Tusculum College

2014 Attorney for Justice Award (Tennessee Supreme Court Pro Bono Award)

2013 Knoxville Bar Association President’s Award

2003 Knoxville Bar Association – DICTA Writing Award

SELECTED PRESENTATIONS/PANELS:

· Looking Back & Looking Ahead: Five Years Post-Tanco/Obergefell; June 26, 2020.  

Co-produced/presented in Tennessee Bar Association LGBT Annual Forum addressing the state of LGBT rights/progress five years after Supreme Court’s marriage equality holding.
· Federal Bar Association Annual Meeting - Presentation: Legal Communication Pitfalls (in the Age of Twitter); October 25, 2019. 

Addressed potential ethical problems lawyers face when communicating online.

· Tennessee Bar Association - LGBT Section CLE; June 21, 2019
Presentation re current state of LGBT rights, including Title VII workplace protections and cases pending before the Supreme Court (topic of my current writing-in-progress).
· Tennessee Bar Association Leadership Law Program – Diversity Panel; April 16, 2019.  Panel member for TBA Leadership Law Program discussion diversity in the legal profession.
· Title VII Discrimination Protections & LGBT Employees: The Need for Consistency, Certainty & Equality Post-Obergefell; October 5, 2018.  

Presentation at Belmont Law Employment Law Symposium on law review article to be published in Belmont Law Review, Spring 2019.
· Tennessee Bar Association Leadership Law Program – Diversity Panel; May 15, 2018.

Panel member for TBA Leadership Law Program discussing diversity in the legal profession.
· #MeToo Movement and the Law Panel; February 27, 2018.

Panel member for Association for Women Attorneys re gender bias and discrimination.
· LGBT Law Annual Forum 2016; September 22, 2016.

Produced TBA annual CLE discussing updates in legislation and case law affecting the LGBT community, as well as best practices in civil rights and religious freedom cases.
· Ethics & Professionalism:  Exploring Bias; February 26, 2016. 

CLE Presentation hosted by Tennessee Journal of Race, Gender & Social Justice and co-sponsored by UT College of Law and Tennessee Law Review re legal implications of Tanco/Obergefell, including MPC Rule 1.4 – Client Communication.
· Tanco v. Haslam – Experiences in Modern Legal History; November 20, 2015.

Presentation at Belmont Law for Belmont Law Review’s Modern Legal History Series (Transcript published in Belmont Law Review, Vol. III, 2015)

· The Early Impact of Marriage Equality in Tennessee; September 10, 2015.

Presentation at Lincoln Memorial University, Duncan School of Law, Knoxville, TN, regarding history and early impact of Tennessee marriage equality litigation.

· Lessons Learned from the Supreme Court Marriage Equality Litigation; July 13, 2015.

 Live Presentation to students/fellows in Istanbul, Turkey re U.S. Supreme Court Litigation

· Marriage Equality in Tennessee – Tanco v. Haslam, July 2, 2015.

Tennessee Bar Association, Live CLE Webinar Presentation addressing Supreme Court decision and marriage equality in Tennessee  
REPRESENTATIVE MEDIA INTERVIEWS RELATED TO TANCO/OBERGEFELL: 
· Five Years of Same-Sex Marriage: Knoxville Couple was Key in Landmark Case; Five years ago, the Supreme Court rule same-sex marriage legal in all 50 states.  The landmark case started locally with a couple and attorney in Knoxville, WBIR (June 26, 2020)
· Supreme Court Gay Marriage 2015: Advocates Confident of Their Chances Ahead Of Critical Oral Arguments, Int’l Bus. Times (Apr. 28, 2015)
· Two moms, a baby and a legal first for U.S. gay marriage, Reuters (June 9, 2014)
· TN same-sex marriages invalidated by federal appeals court, Assoc. Press (Apr. 28, 2014)
· Meet the couples who will be part of history in the same-sex marriage battle, Washington Post (Jan. 16, 2015)

· Same-Sex Marriages in Tenn. Case Again Invalid, New York Times (Apr. 28, 2014)
· Tenn. plaintiffs overjoyed to be part of marriage ruling, USA Today (June 26, 2015)

· Valeria Tanco and Sophy Jesty, Tennessee Lesbian Moms, Become A Legal First For Gay Marriage, Huffington Post (June 9, 2014)

· Gay marriage issue complicates immigration, motherhood, Wash. Times (Apr. 16, 2015)

· Meet The 'Accidental Activists' Of The Supreme Court's Same-Sex-Marriage Case; NPR, Nina Totenberg (Apr. 20, 2015)
· All Things Considered – Views on Marriage Equality in Tennessee; NPR (June 26, 2015)

· Gay marriage: TN plaintiffs proud of court's decision, The Tennessean (June 27, 2015)

· Gay marriage plaintiff: 'Emilia will always have 2 moms', The Tennessean (Apr. 25, 2015)

MEMBERSHIPS & ASSOCIATIONS:
Tennessee Bar Association

American Bar Association

Admitted to the Tennessee Bar, November 2001, #021567

Admitted to the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals, 2014

Admitted to the United States Supreme Court, 2014

REFERENCES:
Douglas A. Blaze

Acting Interim Dean

Art Stolnitz and Elvin E. Overton Distinguished Professor of Law and 

Director of the Institute for Professional Leadership

University of Tennessee College of Law
1505 W. Cumberland Avenue
Knoxville, TN 37996

(865) 974-6820

blaze@utk.edu

Hon. Thomas A. Varlan

Chief United States District Judge

800 Market Street, Suite 143

Knoxville, TN  37902

(865) 545-4762

Varlan_chambers@tned.uscourts.gov
William L. Harbison

Immediate Past-President, Tennessee Bar Association

Sherrard, Roe, Voigt & Harbison
150 3rd Avenue South, Suite 1100

Nashville, TN  37201

(615) 742-4524

Bharbison@srvhlaw.com
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