
What is Privacy Law?  

Privacy law refers to those laws that protect individuals’ personally identifiable information and those laws that protect 

their private material property. Personally identifiable information includes healthcare, financial, education, and gov- 

ernment records. Privacy laws include communication privacy laws, information privacy laws, online privacy laws, pro-

tections against trespassing, and protections against deceptive trade practices. Privacy lawyers can be involved in trans- 

actions and contracts, litigation, and advising on companies’ privacy policies. Most work of privacy lawyers, however, is 

in preventative legal work, not litigation. Many privacy lawyers work in-house as advisors or for federal and state regula-

tory agencies (Georgetown). 

Major American privacy laws include the 1970 Fair Credit Reporting Act which protects consumer credit information, 

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 which protects the educational records of college students, the 

1996 Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act which protects healthcare records, the 1998 Children’s Online 

Privacy Protection Act which regulates certain websites targeted at children, and the 2002 E-Government Act which 

protects digitally stored private information.  

Privacy law continues to adapt as consumer and business data is increasingly stored online. Another emergent issue in 

the privacy law field is contact tracing for infections diseases including the novel Coronavirus (Sekar and Harris). 

Privacy Law 

Where Do Privacy Lawyers Work? 

Government 
Federal Communications Commission—Jobs and Intern-
ships 
Federal Trade Commission—Careers 
Department of Justice—Computer Crime and Intellectual 
Property Section 
Department of Health and Human Services—Office of Na-
tional Coordinator for Health Information Technology 
Senate Judiciary Committee—Subcommittee on Privacy, 
Technology, and Law 
Senate Select Committee on Intelligence 
Tennessee Attorney General—Jobs 
 
 
 

Public Sector 
Nongovernmental Organization with domestic or interna-
tional privacy concerns such as:  
Electronic Privacy Information Center—Jobs, Internships, 
and Fellowships 
Center for Democracy and Technology—Careers  
Open Technology Institute—Jobs and Fellowships 
Privacy International—Career Opportunities 
Privacy Rights Clearinghouse—Internship Opportunities 
 
Private Sector 
Law firms that handle privacy law cases 
In-house at large companies, especially technology compa-
nies such as Google, Apple, Facebook, and Wikimedia—
Google Policy Fellowship 

https://www.law.georgetown.edu/your-life-career/career-exploration-professional-development/for-jd-students/explore-legal-careers/practice-areas/privacy-law/
https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/pdf-0096-fair-credit-reporting-act.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/gen/guid/fpco/ferpa/index.html
https://www.hhs.gov/hipaa/for-professionals/privacy/index.html#:~:text=The%20HIPAA%20Privacy%20Rule%20establishes,certain%20health%20care%20transactions%20electronically.
https://www.ftc.gov/enforcement/rules/rulemaking-regulatory-reform-proceedings/childrens-online-privacy-protection-rule
https://www.ftc.gov/enforcement/rules/rulemaking-regulatory-reform-proceedings/childrens-online-privacy-protection-rule
https://www.justice.gov/opcl/e-government-act-2002
https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/IF/IF11609
https://www.fcc.gov/about-fcc/jobs-internships
https://www.fcc.gov/about-fcc/jobs-internships
https://www.ftc.gov/about-ftc/careers-ftc
https://www.justice.gov/criminal-ccips
https://www.justice.gov/criminal-ccips
https://www.healthit.gov/topic/careers-onc
https://www.healthit.gov/topic/careers-onc
https://www.judiciary.senate.gov/about/subcommittees/subcommittee-on-privacy-technology-and-the-law
https://www.judiciary.senate.gov/about/subcommittees/subcommittee-on-privacy-technology-and-the-law
https://www.intelligence.senate.gov/about
https://www.tn.gov/attorneygeneral/about-the-office/employment.html
https://epic.org/epic/jobs.html
https://epic.org/epic/jobs.html
https://cdt.org/careers/
https://www.newamerica.org/jobs/
https://www.privacyinternational.org/about/opportunities
https://privacyrights.org/intern
https://www.google.com/policyfellowship/


Privacy Law Resources 

Professional Associations 

American Bar Association 
All University of Memphis law students have free membership to the American Bar Association. Their website provides 

routinely updated information and interest-specific career advice. Join different sections to find out what they offer. 

Check out the Section on Science and Technology. 

International Association of Privacy Professionals 
The International Association of Privacy Professionals provides resources for professionals who want to develop and 
advance their organizations’ ability to manage security risks. 

Information Systems Security Association 
The Information Systems Security Association provides networking, career development, and leadership opportunities 

for systems security professionals. Join the Mid-South Chapter. 

Privacy Law Links 

“Is Instagram the Next Frontier for Data Privacy” 

This article by Patrick McKnight explores the regulatory possibilities of new bills to restrict the harmful effects of Insta-

gram. American Bar Association, October 8, 2019. 

“’Who Am I Talking To?’—The Regulation of Data Collected By Voice Connected Consumer Products.” 

This article examines the legal issues related to data privacy and devices such as the Amazon Alexa or Google Home. 

American Bar Association. May 20, 2016. 

Resume Boosters for Privacy Law 

Complete a Master of Laws in Cybersecurity Law or Technology Law 

Complete an MBA 

Pursue a certificate related to privacy law from the International Associa-

tion of Privacy Professionals or CompTIA 

Learn to code 

Gain related experience by working in banking, finance, data security, 

information technology, forensics, or another industry that handles data 

security 

Join the International Law Society 

Intern or extern with a company that deals with data security or other 

privacy issues 

What Classes Should I 
Take? 

Administrative Law 

Consumer Law 

Information Privacy Law 

Insurance Law 

International Business Transactions 

National Security Law 

Public Health Law 

 

http://www.americanbar.org
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/science_technology/
https://iapp.org/certify/
https://www.issa.org/
https://www.issa.org/chapter/?wpv_view_count=2395&wpv-wpcf-state-or-province=TN
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/business_law/publications/committee_newsletters/cyberspace/2019/201910/instagram/
https://www.americanbar.org/groups/business_law/publications/blt/2016/05/06_black/
https://www.memphis.edu/law/programs/jd-mba.php
https://iapp.org/certify/
https://iapp.org/certify/
https://www.comptia.org/certifications
https://www.codecademy.com/

