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Developing the mindset of a lifelong learner and problem solver.


6th Grade English Language Arts Summer Assignment 


Section One: Reading and Note-Taking

Step One: Read “Sometimes a Dream Needs a Push” by Walter Dean Myers. As you read this fictional text, take notes on Chris’ father’s characterization (what he says, thinks, his actions, etc.) How does his characterization develop (change) over the course of the story? Explain how it changes and what causes it to change. You may write your notes in the box below or on a separate sheet of notebook paper. 

	
















Step Two: Read “A Quick Note on Getting Better at Difficult Things” by Ta-Nehisi Coates. As you read this non-fiction text, take notes on the obstacles that the author faces and how he overcomes them. You may write your notes in the box below or on a separate sheet of notebook paper. 

	
















Section Two: Comprehension Check

Directions: Read questions 1-4 and select the best answer choice based on “Sometimes a Dream Needs a Push” by Walter Dean Myers.
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Directions: For this second set of questions 1-4, select the best answer choice based on “A Quick Note on Getting Better at Difficult Things” by Ta-Nehisi Coates. 
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Section Three: Discussion and Writing

[bookmark: _GoBack]1. Have you ever tried to do something that didn’t come naturally easy to you? (Examples: a sport, a subject in school, learning a new language, etc.) What was your experience like? How does this experience relate to what the author discussed in “A Quick Note at Getting Better at Difficult Things?” Feel free to keep writing on a separate sheet if needed!

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


2. Research the words adversity and perseverance using a dictionary or online web search. How does adversity and perseverance serve as themes in both “Sometimes a Dream Needs a Push” and “A Quick Note on Getting Better at Difficult Things?” Feel free to keep writing on a separate sheet if needed!

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Section Four: Lessons for Life

Think back to the years you spent in elementary school. I bet you can think of lessons in math, reading, science, social studies, and more that you learned! While you learned many lessons in these core subjects, I bet there were probably some life lessons that you learned in the mix. 

As you reflect on those years, think about how much you grew as an individual because of all that you learned, discovered, and encountered. In this section, you will reflect on a life lesson you learned in elementary school that you will carry into middle school. Why is this lesson important and how will you use it to help you navigate through middle school? 

Your response should include an introduction, at least 1 body paragraph, and a conclusion. 

Here are some sentence starters with an example to help: 

· In elementary school I learned that it’s okay to ask for help when I need it. (Choose your own lesson)
· I learned this when… (Discuss what happened)
· This lesson will be helpful in navigating middle school because… (Elaborate on how this lesson will help you in middle school)


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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1. PART A: Which of the following identifies the theme of the text? [RL.2]

A. Obstacles arise in life, but that doesn’t mean a person should give up on what
they want.

B. When a tragedy occurs, we should allow people to grieve in different ways.

C. Overcoming life’s difficulties will always make a person stronger.

D. Children cannot succeed without the support of their family.

2. PART B: Which detail from the text best supports the answer to Part A? [RL.1]

A. “There were surgeries and weeks in the hospital, but the important thing was
that | wasn't going to be walking again.” (Paragraph 2)

B. “He was there. He sat in the stands and watched us go through our drills and a
minigame. | was so nervous, | couldn’t do anything right.” (Paragraph 31)

C. “Okay, so most of the guys are pretty good wheeling their chairs up and down
the court. But our baseline plays looked more like a collision derby.” (Paragraph
50)

D. “Afterward, the team voted, and the Hartsdale Posse all agreed that we wanted

to play in the league.” (Paragraph 62)

What does Chris’ mother mean when she tells Chris that his dad is “chewing up his [RL.4]

words to see how they taste before he lets them out"? (Paragraph 7).

3.
A
B.
C.
D
4.
39)?
A
B.
C.
D.

That Chris’ dad wants to make sure he is clear.
That Chris’ dad is trying not to be mean.

That Chris’ dad is deciding what to say.

That Chris’ dad doesn't like what he's about to say.

How does the scene where Jim uses a wheelchair contribute to the text (Paragraph [RL.5]

He is able to better understand Chris’ experience in a wheelchair.

He realizes he isn't as good of a basketball player from the wheelchair.
He understands Chris’ frustration playing basketball in a wheelchair.
He feels guilty for not working with Chris’ basketball team sooner.
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1. PART A: Which of the following identifies the central idea of the text? [RI.2]

A. It is important to accept and expect struggle when learning a new skill.

B. It is likely you will never fully master a new skill, but it is the journey that is
important.

C. French is one of the hardest languages to learn, so people who attempt to learn
it must be mentally tough.

D. It is better to find something that you excel at, rather than struggle with
something that doesn’t come naturally.

2. PART B: Which section from the text best supports the answer to Part A? [RI.1]

A. “l would put it above the study of writing simply because | started writing as a
6-year-old boy under my mother’s tutelage. | always ‘felt’ | could write.”
(Paragraph 1)

B. “| didn't feel it when | first arrived in Paris in January. | felt, as | always feel, like |
was stumbling around in the dark. | still feel like that.” (Paragraph 3)

C. “To 'have it,' | must manage my emotional health. Part of that long-term
management — beyond French — is giving myself an opportunity to get better
at difficult things.” (Paragraph 5)

D. “Likely, someone will say something — in the next hour or so — which | do not
understand and | will feel a little hopeless again. But right now, | feel high.”
(Paragraph 6)

3. PART A: What is the author’s purpose in the text? [RI.6]

A. to give people an example of how failure is a good thing

B. to encourage people to keep working hard, even if something is difficult

C. to prove that nothing can be rewarding if it's not challenging

D to urge people to learn a foreign language since that's a necessary skill in the

21st century
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4. PART B: Which detail from the text best supports the answer to Part A? [RI.1]

A

B.

“| spoke French at the border. | spoke French when | checked in. | spoke French
when | went to get lunch.” (Paragraph 2)

“If there is a such thing, | don't have it. | mishear words. | confuse tenses. | can't
really use the subjunctive. Yet.” (Paragraph 2)

“There is absolutely nothing in this world like the feeling of sucking at something
and then improving at it.” (Paragraph 5)

“l have said this before, and will say it again: Studying French is like setting in a
canoe from California to China.” (Paragraph 6)




