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Early Stone Age Tools
The earliest stone toolmaking developed by at least 2.6 million years ago. The Early Stone Age
includes the most basic stone toolkits made by early humans. The Early Stone Age in Africa is
equivalent to what is called the Lower Paleolithic in Europe and Asia.

The oldest stone tools, known as the Oldowan toolkit, consist of at least:
• Hammerstones that show battering on their surfaces
• Stone cores that show a series of �ake scars along one or more edges
• Sharp stone �akes that were struck from the cores and offer useful cutting edges, along with lots of
debris from the process of percussion �aking

By about 1.76 million years ago, early humans began to strike really large �akes and then continue to
shape them by striking smaller �akes from around the edges. The resulting implements included a
new kind of tool called a handaxe. These tools and other kinds of ‘large cutting tools’ characterize the
Acheulean toolkit.

The basic toolkit, including a variety of novel forms of stone core, continued to be made. It and the
Acheulean toolkit were made for an immense period of time – ending in different places by around
400,000 to 250,000 years ago.

Explore some examples of Early Stone Age tools.

 Menu Search   

https://humanorigins.si.edu/evidence/behavior/stone-tools/early-stone-age-tools/hammerstone-majuangou-china
https://humanorigins.si.edu/evidence/behavior/stone-tools/early-stone-age-tools/hammerstone-majuangou-china
http://mnh.si.edu/
https://humanorigins.si.edu/


Olduvai Chopper Oldowan Tools from
Lokalalei, Kenya

Stone Tools from
Majuangou, China

Handaxe and Tektites
from Bose, China

Handaxe from India Handaxe from Europe

Handaxe

© Copyright Smithsonian Institution

For Press Privacy Terms of Use About the Human Origins Initiative Contact Us

Site Last Updated: May 26, 2020

 Menu Search   

https://humanorigins.si.edu/evidence/behavior/stone-tools/early-stone-age-tools/olduvai-chopper
https://humanorigins.si.edu/evidence/behavior/stone-tools/early-stone-age-tools/olduvai-chopper
https://humanorigins.si.edu/evidence/behavior/stone-tools/early-stone-age-tools/oldowan-tools-lokalalei-kenya
https://humanorigins.si.edu/evidence/behavior/stone-tools/early-stone-age-tools/oldowan-tools-lokalalei-kenya
https://humanorigins.si.edu/evidence/behavior/stone-tools/early-stone-age-tools/stone-tools-majuangou-china
https://humanorigins.si.edu/evidence/behavior/stone-tools/early-stone-age-tools/stone-tools-majuangou-china
https://humanorigins.si.edu/evidence/behavior/stone-tools/early-stone-age-tools/handaxe-and-tektites-bose-china
https://humanorigins.si.edu/evidence/behavior/stone-tools/early-stone-age-tools/handaxe-and-tektites-bose-china
https://humanorigins.si.edu/evidence/behavior/stone-tools/early-stone-age-tools/handaxe-india
https://humanorigins.si.edu/evidence/behavior/stone-tools/early-stone-age-tools/handaxe-india
https://humanorigins.si.edu/evidence/behavior/stone-tools/early-stone-age-tools/handaxe-europe
https://humanorigins.si.edu/evidence/behavior/stone-tools/early-stone-age-tools/handaxe-europe
http://www.si.edu/termsofuse/
https://humanorigins.si.edu/about/press
http://www.si.edu/privacy/
https://www.si.edu/termsofuse
https://humanorigins.si.edu/about
https://humanorigins.si.edu/contact
https://humanorigins.si.edu/

