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This course will introduce methods used in the assessment of current socio-economic conditions of communities, trend analysis, and forecasts of future population and employment for the purpose of developing comprehensive plans and other analyses common to the planning profession. 

Course Objectives
Upon completing this course, students can be expected to:

· Understand the methods and techniques commonly used to collect, analyze, and forecast demographic and economic data 

· Be proficient with different sources of data available on population and economic activity.

· Know how to analyze and interpret demographic and economic data to identify and address problems

· Know how to convey information regarding demographic and economic changes 

· Understand how changing social and economic conditions affect the structure and function of urban settlements

· Understand the role of social and economic data in the plan making process

Required Texts and Reading

· Klosterman, R. (1990). Community Analysis and Planning Techniques. Rowman & Littlefield Publishers. (ISBN: 0-8476-7651-X)
· Supplemental journal articles and other readings to be made available throughout the semester 

Assignments and Grading
Course grades will be based on the following projects:
· Neighborhood demographic profile (2 parts)



20%
· Part 1 due 
Wednesday, September 7 in class

· Part 2 due 
Monday, September 19
· Thematic Mapping (neighborhood or metro area)


20%

· Due

Monday, October 3

· Metropolitan area demographic profile and population projection
20%
· Due

Monday, October 24
· Metropolitan area economic analysis (2 parts)



30%
· Part 1 due
Monday, November 7
· Part 2 due
Monday, November 21
· Class participation






10%

**Further details regarding assignments will be provided in class. These assignments may be revised or augmented as necessary.** 

Grading Scale: 

 
Policies

· Plagiarism and academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. Academic dishonesty will be dealt with in accordance to the University’s Code of Student Conduct. Expectations for academic integrity and student conduct are described in detail on the website of the Office of Student Conduct (http://www.memphis.edu/studentconduct/). 

· The classroom will be a place that is hospitable to all students. Students with disabilities will be accommodated in accordance to University policies. If you require assistance obtaining particular resources for your education, please see me.

Schedule of Topics and Assigned Readings

Students are expected to come to class prepared to discuss the assigned readings. All dates and assigned readings are tentative and subject to revision.
Course Overview
Aug 24
Introduction to Demographic Analysis and US Census Data
Aug 31
· Visit the US Census website to become familiar with access tools and types of data available.

factfinder2.census.gov
· Census 2000 Basics

http://www.census.gov/mso/www/c2000basics/00Basics.pdf
· Introduction to Census 2000 Data Products

http://www.census.gov/prod/2001pubs/mso-01icdp.pdf
· 1-Year, 3-Year, and 5-Year Estimates (Differentiating between American Community Survey products)

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/acs/guidance/estimates.html
· Myers, D. (1992). Ch. 2: Using Census Data for Local Portraits. In Analysis with Local Census Data: Portraits of Change. Academic Press. 
https://umdrive.memphis.edu/casanto/www/7012_readings_files/myers_2.pdf
· Myers, D. (1992). Ch 4: Data Available for Local Area Analysis (up to pg 70 only). In Analysis with Local Census Data: Portraits of Change. Academic Press. 
https://umdrive.memphis.edu/casanto/www/7012_readings_files/myers_4.pdf 

· Commercial Appeal Special Investigation: Our Financial Mess
http://www.commercialappeal.com/news/investigations/our-financial-mess-how-it-happened-what-it-means-ep-1025018385-326674241.html
Demographic Analysis cont’ / Presenting Demographic Data
Sep 7
· Roberts, S. (2010, Jan 6). No longer majority black, Harlem is in transition. The New York Times. 
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/01/06/nyregion/06harlem.html
· Payne, L. (2010, Jan 8) Is Harlem no longer black? The Root
http://www.theroot.com/articles/culture/2010/01/is_harlem_no_longer_black/
· Renn, A. (2099, October 18) The White City. New Geography
http://www.newgeography.com/content/001110-the-white-city
Thematic Mapping 
Sep 14 and 21
· Politfact: Nobody is Leaving Memphis, Says City Councilman Joe Brown
http://www.politifact.com/tennessee/statements/2012/may/01/joe-brown/nobody-leaving-memphis-says-city-councilman-joe-br/
· City Observatory: The Young and the Restless and the Nation’s Cities

http://cityobservatory.org/ynr/
Population Projection Techniques / Cohort Component Model
Sep 28
· Kaiser, E., Godschalk, D. and Chapin, F. (1995). Ch 5: Population. In Urban Land Use Planning. University of Illinois Press. 
https://umdrive.memphis.edu/casanto/www/7012_reading_files/kaiser.pdf 
· Isserman, A. (2007). Forecasting to learn how the world can work. In Engaging the Future: Forecasts, Scenarios, Plans, and Projects. Lincoln Institute of Land Policy. 
https://umdrive.memphis.edu/casanto/www/7012_reading_files/isserman.pdf
· Klosterman Ch 4 & 8 (skim 5-7)

Cohort Component Model
Oct 5
Fall Break (no class)
Oct 12
Analysis of the Local Economy/ Location Quotients / Export Base Model



Oct 19 and 26
· Klosterman Ch 9
· Galambos, E and Schreiber, A. (1978). Ch1: Economic Base: What are Our Jobs Tied To? In Making Sense Out of Dollars: Economic Analysis for Local Government. Washington, DC: National League of Cities.

Shift –Share Analysis
Nov 2
· Galambos, E and Schreiber, A. (1978). Ch 2: Employment Shifts and Shares: How Does the Local Economy Compare? In Making Sense Out of Dollars: Economic Analysis for Local Government. Washington, DC: National League of Cities.


Shift-Share Analysis / Industry Targeting
Nov 9 
· McLean & Voytek Ch 5
Local Industry Clusters and Discussion of Metro Area Economic Analysis
Nov 16
· Blakely, E and Bradshaw, T. (2002). Identifying Industrial Clusters: The Most Important Parts of the Local Economy. In Planning Local Economic Development Sage Publications.

Thanksgiving Break (no class)
Nov 23
Discussion of Metro Area Economic Analysis
Nov 30
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