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Reported Crime Continues to Decline Across the Board

Based on preliminary data from the Tennessee Bureau of Investigation (TBI) released by the
University of Memphis Public Safety Institute and the Memphis Shelby Crime Commission,
through the third quarter of this year (January — September), reported crime in Memphis
and all of Shelby County continued to decline significantly in every major category
compared to last year. The declines build on the declines reported in almost every major

category last year.

Major violent crime includes reported murder, forcible rape, robbery, and aggravated
assault. The rate is determined by the number per 100,000 population. In Memphis, the
violent crime rate dropped a very significant 21.5 percent compared to the first three
quarters of last year (9,570 offenses compared to 12,199 in 2024). That includes a 14.3 percent
drop in murders (172 total murders compared to 201 in 2024), a 26.3 percent decline in
reported rapes (263 compared to 357 in 2024), a decline of 20.4 percent in the rate of
reported robberies (1,282 offenses compared to 1,612 in 2024), and a 21.6 percent decline in
the rate of aggravated assaults (7,853 offenses compared to 10,029 in 2024).



Reported Major Violent Crime
January - September

1
Rate Per 100,000 Population (and Total Number of Offenses)
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"Includes murders, forcible rapes, robberies, and aggravated assaults. Source: Tennessee Bureau of Investigation (TBI). The
2025 figures are preliminary.

The major property crime rate includes reported burglary, vehicle theft, and other felony
theft. In Memphis, the major property crime rate fell 23.4 percent compared to the first three
quarters of 2024 (25,493 offenses compared to 33,316 last year). Compared to 2024, the rate
of reported burglaries declined 20.3 percent (3,295 compared to 4,138 in 2024). The rate of
reported vehicle thefts dropped 36.8 percent (5,019 compared to 7,947 in 2024), and other
felony thefts fell by 19.0 percent (down from 21,231 in 2024 to 17,179).
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Reported Major Property Crime
January - September

1
Rate Per 100,000 Population (and Total Number of Offenses)
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'Includes burglaries, motor vehicle thefts, and other felony thefts. Source: Tennessee Bureau of Investigation (TBI).
The 2025 TBI figures are preliminary.

The TBI measures the overall Group A crime rate by tracking 54 separate categories
(including the major violent and major property crime categories mentioned above). The
overall crime rate fell 16.3 percent compared to the first three quarters of 2024 (71,182
compared to 85,086 offenses in 2024).
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Reported Overall Crime
January — September

1
Rate Per 100,000 Population (and Total Number of Offenses)
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'The overall crime rate is measured by 54 separate types of “Group A crimes” tracked by the T.B.I. Source: Tennessee
Bureau of Investigation (TBI). The 2025 TBI figures are preliminary.

While the decline was not as significant as in other categories, the rate of reported domestic
violence offenses fell by 3.5 percent (11,078 offenses compared to 11,492 in 2024).

As reflected in the accompanying charts and the attached tables, the declines in every

major category occurred in all of Shelby County as well.

Based on the TBI data, major violent crime and major property crime began to decline in
2024, and the decline has accelerated so far in 2025. Taking the first three quarters of the
two years together, the major violent crime rate has fallen 231 percent in Memphis
compared to 2023, and the major property crime rate has dropped by 38.6 percent.
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In calculating crimes, the TBI bases its data on the number of victims and offenses. For
example, a reported aggravated assault involving four victims will be counted as four
offenses. Likewise, an aggravated assault accompanied by a vehicle theft will be counted as
two offenses. The Memphis Police Department (MPD) releases crime data based on the
number of incidents rather than victims or offenses. (An exception is murder, when victims
are counted.) Both methods are valid, and the trend lines are very consistent.

The Public Safety Institute and the Crime Commission use the TBI numbers in order to
account for the number of crime victims and allow calculation of countywide crime rates
and numbers since every law enforcement agency in Shelby County reports its data to the
TBIl in the same format.

“While we are not yet where we need to be in crime reduction, the declines through
September of this year are very significant and reflect tremendous progress, which actually
began last year,” said Bill Gibbons, executive director of the Public Safety Institute and
president of the Crimme Commission. “While part of it is a general nationwide post-pandemic
decline, specific local steps have contributed significantly. MPD has scaled up its hot spot
policing through Operation Code Zero. And the Shelby County Sheriff's Office, MPD, and the
U.S. Marshals Service have been taking the lead in serving outstanding arrest warrants for
serious crimes, likely resulting in repeat serious offenders being taken off the city's streets
and out of its neighborhoods.”

i

About the Crime Statistics: In measuring crime rates and trends, the Memphis Shelby
Crime Commission and the Public Safety Institute use primarily preliminary data reported
by local enforcement agencies to the Tennessee Incident Based Reporting System (TIBRS),
which was developed and is maintained by the Tennessee Bureau of Investigation. An
incident is defined in TIBRS as “one or more offenses committed by the same offender or
group of offenders acting in concert, at the same time and place.” Certain types of violent
crimes and domestic violence offenses, however, uniquely refer to a victim count versus an
incident count. All rates are calculated based on per 100,000 population.

About the Memphis Shelby Crime Commission (www.memphiscrime.org): The Memphis

Shelby Crime Commission is an independent, non-profit 501(c) (3) organization that
“‘gquarterbacks” the work of the Safe Community Action Plan. It is funded through the
generous contributions of many private sector donors. Ben Adams, chairman emeritus of
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http://www.memphiscrime.org/

Baker Donelson law firm, serves as chair of the board, and Bill Gibbons serves as president of
the Commission.

About the Safe Community Action Plan (www.memphiscrime.org): Launched initially in
2007, the Safe Community Action Plan, development of which is spearheaded by the
Memphis Shelby Crime Commission, is a community-based crime reduction and prevention
initiative. The current Safe Community Action Plan (2022-2026) is in its fourth year.
Implementation of the Safe Community Action Plan is chaired by Shelby County Sheriff
Floyd Bonner.

About the Public Safety Institute (www.memphis.edu/psi/): The Public Safety Institute of
the University of Memphis is an interdisciplinary part of the University community
committed to identifying and advancing best practices in the field of public safety through
applied research. It is housed in the School of Urban Affairs and Public Policy. Bill Gibbons
serves as executive director, Dr. Amaia Iratzoqui serves as research director, and Dr. James
McCutcheon serves as the senior research developer.
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Table 2.2 Memphis, TN: Crime Rates: 2011, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024, & 2025

Operation Safe Community - Crime Trend Report
Memphis, TN - TIBRS® GROUP A OFFENSES
CRIME RATES (Offenses per 100,000 Population®)
January 1 - Seplember 30, 2011, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024, & 2025
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* Rates and population figures are based on 2011, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023, and 2024 U.S, Census Bureau Population Estimates. The latest estimates available, 2024
Estimates, are used to calculate the 2025 population estimates based on the UCR methodology which is then used for calculating the rates for 2025,

2011 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
655,434 | 650,998 | 628,388 | 622,541 | 618,468 | 614,587 | 610,919 | 610,271

POPULATION

SAFE COMMUNITY ACTION PLAN: Quarterly Crime Trends Report
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Table 2.1 Memphis, TN: Number of Offenses: 2011, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024, & 2025

Operation Safe Community - Crime Trend Report
Memphis, TN - TIBRS' GROUP A OFFENSES
January 1- September 30, 2011, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024, & 2025

Selected Offenses of Interest
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SAFE COMMUNITY ACTION PLAN: Quarterly Crime Trends Report
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Table 1.2 Shelby County, TN: Crime Rates: 2011, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024, & 2025

Operation Safe Community - Crime Trend Report
Shelby County, TN - TIBRS' GROUP A OFFENSES
CRIME RATES (Offenses per 100,000 Population*)
January 1 - September 30, 2011, 2015, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024, & 2025

Selected Offenges of Interest

Offensa Type 201 | 2019 | 2020 | 2021 | 2022 | 2023 | 2024
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Weapon Law Violations® 1206 1284 2538] 373 srasl 306l aeadl

[Domestic Violence [ 1868.0] 1461.0] 1411] 14438 1a620] fass] te2rg|
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* Rates and population figures are based on 2011, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023, and 2024 U.S. Census Sureau Population Estimates. The latest estimates availahle, 2024
Estimales, are used to calculate the 2025 population estimates based on the UCR methodology which is then used for calculating the rates for 2025.

POPULATION ot

2019

2020

2021 2022

2023

2024

2025
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923,255 | 918,382

913,909

910,530

909,140

SAFE COMMUNITY ACTION PLAN: Quarterly Crime Trends Report
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Table 1.1 Shelby County. TN: Number of Offenses: 2011, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023,2024, & 2025

Operation Safe Community - Crime Trend Report
Shelby County, TN - TIBRS' GROUP A OFFENSES

January 1 - September 30, 2011, 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024, & 2025
Selected Offenses of bleres!
Offense Type 2011 | 2019 | 2020 | 2020 | 2022 | 2023 | 2024
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SAFE COMMUNITY ACTION PLAN: Quarterly Crime Trends Report
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