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	Religious denomination stance regarding gambling is related to church members' rates of gambling. However, the impact of religion on problem gamblers until now has remained unexamined. 
	This study explored the problem gambler’s willingness to use religious resources to help cope with or overcome a gambling problem.  Participants from six urban congregations (three Southern Baptist and three Roman Catholic) with divergent views regarding the appropriateness of gambling were randomly assigned to imagine themselves in the role of the person with a gambling or depression problem. They rated expected religious support and the likelihood of asking church related individuals for help. 
	It was found that denomination position regarding gambling did not predict anticipated social support or likelihood of speaking with church leaders, counselors, or fellow members. Regardless of the imagined problem or the church’s position on gambling, the majority of the sample expected a large amount of support from their church. There were, however, some significant differences in expected support and help-seeking based on denomination and presenting problem. However, many of these differences were no longer significant when individuals who were unaware of their church’s position on gambling were removed from the analysis. 
	These results suggest that help seeking behaviors from religious problem gamblers may be better understood by focusing on factors other than the church’s position regarding the acceptability of the behavior. Member’s understanding of their church’s position appears to be one potentially important factor in predicting help-seeking behavior.
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