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EDUCATION

2011-Present
Doctoral Candidate, Clinical Psychology



The University of Memphis, Department of Psychology



Research Area: Clinical Health Psychology



Mid-point Project: Factors related to condom negotiation: An interdisciplinary synthesis


Proposed: 11/ 2011 Expected Defense Date: 4/2012

Chair: Gilbert Parra, Ph.D.
2011
Master of Science, General Psychology


The University of Memphis, Department of Psychology

          



Research Area:
Clinical Health Psychology


Thesis: Compensatory and risk factors for substance use in African 


American adolescents.




Proposed: 1/2010  Defended: 12/2010


Chairs: Theresa M. Okwumabua, Ph.D. & Gilbert Parra, Ph.D.

2008

Bachelor of Science, Psychology, 
Summa cum Laude





Florida A&M University, Tallahassee, FL



Senior Thesis: An assessment of African self consciousness, engendered racial



stereotypes, and obesity among African American women.



Thesis Advisor: Huberta Jackson- Lowman, Ph.D.
HONORS

2011
Highland Area Renewal Angel Award

· Awarded for Outstanding Community Service

· Awarding Institution:  The Highland Area Renewal Association

2009-2013
First Generation Ph.D. Fellowship 

· Amount: $24,000

· Awarding Institution:  The University of Memphis

2009- 2012
Research Travel Awards
· Amount:  $2,000

· Awarding Institution:  The University of Memphis, Dept. of Psychology

CLINICAL EXPERIENCE

2012- present
Practicum Clinician, Veterans Affairs Medical Center


Memphis, TN (15 hrs. /wk.)


Setting: Veterans Affairs Medical Center 


Duties: Conduct neurocognitive assessments to evaluate memory function for veterans in the southeast region, document testing results, assist with program development and administrative tasks, collaborate with an interdisciplinary team to develop treatment plans, generate chart notes and clinical reports, and complete chart reviews in CPRS.


Supervisor: Jennifer Jacobson, Psy.D.

2009-Present
Graduate Clinician, Psychological Services Center 

The University of Memphis (5 hrs. /wk.) 

Setting: A university-based outpatient training clinic providing mental health services for children, adolescents, and adults from the community.

Duties: Conduct psychotherapy, intake assessments, and psychological/psychoeducational assessments with adults; writing intake/closing reports. 

Supervisors: James Whelan, Ph.D., Theresa Okwumabua, Ph.D., Gilbert Parra, Ph.D.
8/2010-8/2011

Health Behavior Change Specialist, Student Health Center 

The University of Memphis (8 hrs. /wk.) 

Setting: A university-based student health center providing medical services for all university students.

Duties: Provided brief intervention and treatment to patients seeking help for health behaviors such as sleep difficulties, motivation for dieting and exercise, and smoking cessation. Led group interventions with college students to increase motivation to start fitness and nutrition regimen. Worked with nurses, doctors, physical trainers, and nutritionist to provide treatment for college students experiencing health- related distress. Managed undergraduate research assistants in order to conduct clinical research. Presented information to numerous student groups on topics such as risky sexual behavior, substance use, and diet and exercise.
Supervisors: James Murphy, Ph.D./ Jacque De Fouw, RN.
8/2010-8/2011 
Psychology Intern, Benjamin L. Hooks Job Corps Center



 Memphis, TN (10hrs. /wk.)

Setting: A high school and vocational center-based outpatient wellness clinic providing medical, dental, and  mental health services for adolescents and young adults attending the job training program.

Duties: Conducted psychotherapy, intake assessments, and psychological assessments, facilitated group therapy for young ladies with a history of sexual assault, consulted and worked with an interdisciplinary team of teachers, counselors, doctors, nurses, and administrators; implemented evidence-based HIV/AIDS/STI prevention initiative. 

Supervisor: Theresa Okwumabua, Ph.D. 

5/2009- 8/2010
Process Group Leader, Project Challenge, Inc.



Memphis, TN (5 hrs. /wk.)

Setting:  A city-funded summer youth employment initiative for underserved populations.

Duties:  Designed & administered a life skills curriculum in a group format to adolescents from a variety of socioeconomic and cultural backgrounds.

Supervisor: Theresa Okwumabua, Ph.D.
8/2008-5/2009
Health Educator, Psychology Department


 The University of Memphis (20 hrs. /wk.)

Setting: A state-funded study aiming to prevent at-risk adolescents from engaging in health compromising behaviors. 

Duties:  Provided manualized treatment to elementary, middle, and high school students using a rites of passage approach aiming to help students respond to social pressure, improve family relationships, and develop academic and career goals. 

Supervisor: Theresa Okwumabua, Ph.D.

	                                              ASSESSMENT EXPERIENCE

	Intellectual 

Wechsler Adult Intelligence Scale-IV

Wechsler Intelligence Scale for Children-IV

Woodcock Johnson III – Tests of Cognitive Abilities
	Achievement

Woodcock Johnson III – Tests of

Achievement

Wechsler Individual Achievement Test- III Wechsler Individual Achievement Test- II



	Personality
Minnesota Multiphasic Personality Inventory (MMPI-2)

Personality Assessment Inventory (PAI)

Attention/ Concentration

Barkley ADHD Self and Parent Report


	Emotional/Behavioral

Beck Measures (BDI, BAI, CDI)

Posttraumatic Stress Disorder Checklist
Brief Symptom Inventory (BSI)

Clinician Administered PTSD Scale (CAPS)

Clinician Administered PTSD Scale for Children and Adolescents (CAPS-CA)


RESEARCH EXPERIENCE

2011- present Research Assistant, Department of Psychology



St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital (20 hrs. /wk.)

Project Description: Research protocol examining HPV vaccination rates and fertility preservation among pediatric cancer patients.

Duties:  Complete medical record reviews. Conduct statistical analysis of data and aid in the development of manuscripts, chapters, and presentations.
Funding Sources: NIH/ALSAC
Supervisor:  James Klosky, Ph.D.
2009-2010    
Research Assistant, Department of Psychology



St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital (20 hrs. /wk.)



Project Description:
  Clinical research protocol examining variables predictive of stress, adjustment, and growth in children with cancer and their parents. Compared these outcomes between children with a malignancy and healthy children. 
Duties:  Used structured clinical instruments to assess children, adolescents, young adults, and parents for PTSD. Collected data on benefit finding and adjustment outcomes. Completed medical record reviews. Conducted statistical analysis of data, wrote and submitted a manuscript for publication.
Funding Sources: NIH/ALSAC
Supervisor:  Sean Phipps, Ph.D.
2009–2011
Community Outreach Lab Manager, Community Outreach Lab
The University of Memphis (10-20 hrs. /wk.)
Project Description: Three funded studies of risk reduction in at risk adolescent and young adult populations.

Duties:  Managed data collection, data entry, and data reduction. Coordinated pilot studies examining the efficacy of internet-based strategies to increase safe sexual practices in a college population. Oversaw participant recruitment, retention, and adherence.  Prepared posters and presentations for conferences on topics such as risky sexual behavior, risk and compensatory factors for substance use among adolescents; the impact cultural knowledge on risky behavior among adolescents; and the influence of racial attitudes on peer influence as it relates to substance use in minority adolescents.  Assisted in writing grants to submit to NIH and local agencies. Compiled quarterly reports for granting agencies. Mentored graduate and undergraduate students. Drafted manuscripts for publication.
Funding Source:  Tennessee Department of Health

Supervisor: Theresa Okwumabua, Ph.D.
2008–2009
Graduate Research Assistant, Community Outreach Lab 

The University of Memphis (10 hrs. /wk.)

Project Description:  A clinical trial of culturally relevant rites of passage program for at risk adolescents implemented through community organizations (i.e. churches, schools). 

Duties: Screened/recruited participants. Conducted brief educational sessions about various developmental topics. Organized training sessions for community-based organizations. Entered & managed data.

Funding Source:  Tennessee Department of Health  

Supervisor:  Theresa Okwumabua, Ph.D.

2008 
Research Intern, Center for the Prevention of Youth Violence


Johns Hopkins University (40 hrs. /wk.)

Project Description: A NIH/CDC funded randomized clinical trial of a school based organizational health intervention to reduce violence in Maryland schools.

Duties: Prepared a presentation for the American Public Health Association addressing school organizational health and disparities in special education referrals. Entered and verified data.  Participated in inter-rater reliability process. 

Funding Sources:  NIH/CDC

Supervisors: Catherine Bradshaw, Ph.D. / Philip Leaf, Ph.D.

PUBLICATIONS

Phipps, S., Peasant, C., Barrera M., Alderfer M., Huang Q., Vannatta K. (2012) Resilience in
children undergoing stem cell transplantation: Results of a multi-site trial. Pediatrics,

129(3), 1 -9. doi: 10.1542/peds 2011 -1816.
Peasant, C., Okwumabua, T., Watson, A., Walker, K.  Compensatory and risk factors for 
substance use attitudes in African American adolescents. Manuscript submitted for publication.
BOOK CHAPTERS 
Klosky J.L., Foster R.H., Hodges J., Peasant C., Gamble H., McDermott M.J., Rao, K.P.
(2011).
Human papillomavirus vaccination and the primary prevention of cancer:
Implications for survivors of childhood cancer. In Quintana, Y (Editor).  Cure4Kids
Global Summit: Advancing Cancer Education and Healthy Living in Our Communities.
Studies in Health Technology and Informatics. IOS Press (in press).
PRESENTATIONS, peer-reviewed

Peasant, C.J., Foster, R.H., Gamble, H.L., Preeti Rao, K.P., & Klosky, J.L. (in preparation).
The role of sexual communication on parental intention for HPV vaccination among
daughters surviving childhood cancer. Paper to be presented at the
33rd Annual Meeting
& Scientific Sessions of the Society of Behavioral Medicine, New Orleans, LA.
Foster, R.H., Hodges, J.R., McDermott, M.J., Martin- Elbahesh, K., Peasant, C.J., & Klosky,
J.L. (in preparation). Examining the congruence of fertility-risk communication among
families and providers in the pediatric oncology setting. Paper to be presented at the
33rd Annual Meeting & Scientific Sessions of the Society of Behavioral Medicine,
New Orleans, LA.
McDermott, M.J., Foster, R.H., Hodges, J.R., Martin- Elbahesh, K., Peasant, C.J., Klosky, J.L.
(in preparation). Fertility considerations among at-risk adolescents newly diagnosed
with cancer. Poster to be presented at the 33rd Annual Meeting & Scientific Sessions
of the Society of Behavioral Medicine, New Orleans, LA.
Preeti Rao, K.P., Hodges, J.R., Foster, R.H., Martin- Elbahesh, K., McDermott, M.J., Peasant,
C.J., Klosky, J.L. (in preparation). Barriers and benefits of human papillomavirus
(HPV)
vaccination among maternal caregivers of childhood cancer survivors. Poster to be
presented at the 33rd Annual Meeting & Scientific Sessions of the Society of
Behavioral Medicine,
New Orleans, LA.
Klosky, J.L., Foster, R.H., Hodges, J.R., McDermott, M.J., Martin- Elbahesh, K., & Peasant,
C.J. (in preparation). Differences in fertility risk perception among providers and
families newly diagnosed with adolescent cancer: Implications for fertility preservation.
Paper to be presented at the
33rd Annual Meeting & Scientific Sessions of the Society
of Behavioral Medicine, New Orleans, LA.
Peasant, C., Okwumabua, T., Watson, A., Walker, K. (2011, November). Compensatory and
risk factors for substance use in African American adolescents. Paper presented at
the138th American Public Health Association Annual Meeting. Washington D.C.
Lewis, J., Okwumabua, T., Craig, S., Peasant, C., Barnes, E., & Etheridge, M. (2011, August)
Is older really wiser? Frequency of condom use in a college population. Paper
presented at the National HIV Prevention Conference, Atlanta, Georgia.
Peasant, C., Okwumabua, T., Craig, S., Anderson, M., & White, A. (2011, August) The color 
of risk: Race differences in risk perception in college women. Poster presented at the National HIV Prevention Conference, Atlanta, Georgia.
Peasant, C., Okwumabua, T., Scotty, C., Lloyd, T., Anderson, M., White, A., Elliott, C. (2011, 

April). Ease of suggesting and using condoms, actual condom use, age of sexual debut, and lifetime partners in African American women. Poster presented at the 32nd Annual Meeting & Scientific Sessions of the Society of Behavioral Medicine, Washington D.C.

Peasant, C., Barrera, M., Alderfer A., Huang G., Vannatta K., Phipps, S. (2010, November). Resilience in children undergoing stem cell transplantation: Results of a multi-site trial. Poster presented at the Scientific Advisory Board Meeting Poster Session, St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. Memphis, TN.

Peasant, C., Okwumabua, T. (2010, July). The intersection of racial attitudes and peer influence on substance use. Poster presented at National Black Graduate Conference in Psychology 2010, Baltimore, MD.

Peasant, C., Okwumabua, T. (2010, May). Compensatory and risk factors for substance use in African American adolescents: Racial attitudes and school connectedness. Poster presented at 2010 Association for Psychological Science Annual Convention. Boston, MA.
Peasant, C., Pas, E., Debnam, K., Bradshaw, C. (2009, November). Relationship between school organizational health and teacher efficacy: Implications for minority disparities in special education services. Paper presented at the 137th American Public Health Association Annual Meeting. Philadelphia, PA.
Peasant, C. (2009, July). Racial identity and obesity: Prevention implications. Paper presented at the Black Graduate Conference in Psychology 2009, New York, NY.

Roberts, B., Peasant, C., & Watson, A.W. (2009, March). Cultural knowledge and risky behavior. Poster presented the University of Memphis Student Research Forum. Memphis, TN.

Peasant, C. & Jackson- Lowman, H., Okwumabua, T. (2009, March). Racial identity, relationships and depression: Prevention and treatment. Paper presented at the 55th Annual Southeastern Psychological Association, New Orleans, LA.
Jackson- Lowman, H. & Peasant, C. (2008, August). An assessment of African self-consciousness, engendered racial stereotypes, and obesity among African American women. Paper presented at the 40th Association of Black Psychologist Annual International Convention. Oakland, CA.

Peasant, C. & Jackson- Lowman, H. (2008, March).  An assessment of African self-consciousness, engendered racial stereotypes, and obesity among African American women. Paper presented at the 16th Annual Imhotep Interdisciplinary Research Conference. Florida A&M University, Tallahassee, FL.
Robertson, J. & Peasant, C.  (2008, March). Examining the relationship between racial identity and disordered eating in African American students. Poster presented at the 54th Annual Southeastern Psychological Association, Charlotte, NC.

PRESENTATIONS, invited
Okwumabua, T., Walker, K. Watson, A., & Peasant, C. (2010, March). The rites of passage training for high-risk youth. Invited workshop presented at the 2010 Southeastern Psychological Association Meeting. Chattanooga, TN.

TEACHING

Fall 2008
Teaching Assistant


Child Psychology (undergraduate)


Class size = 30, The University of Memphis


Duties:  Grading tests, entering and analyzing class data

GUEST LECTURES

2/2012
“Health Psychology and Health Disparities”

Lecture given to an undergraduate Health Psychology course

10/2011
“Factors related to condom negotiation: An interdisciplinary synthesis”

Lecture given to Child and Family research area meeting consisting of faculty and graduate students

1/2011
“Compensatory and risk factors of substance use among African American adolescents: Thesis results”


Lecture given to Clinical Colloquium consisting of faculty and doctoral students

8/2009
“Compensatory and risk factors of substance use among African American adolescents”


Lecture given to Clinical Colloquium consisting of faculty and doctoral students

SERVICE
2012
Student Reviewer, Journal of Pediatric Psychology


Duties: Mentored review of article submission to the Journal of Pediatric Psychology.

2010- Present 
Associate Member, Mental Health, Law, and Policy 

Duties: Provide feedback, critiques, and recommendations for submissions to a peer-reviewed research and law journal focusing on the intersection of mental health, law, and policy.

2010
Student Reviewer, Urban Education


Duties: Mentored review of article submissions to Urban Education.

2010 

Panel Member, Naked Truth I: Getting Into Graduate School,
Association for Psychological Science

(Chairs: Peter Vernig & Nathaniel S. Ring)


Duties: Invited to participate on a panel to discuss successful strategies to apply and gain admission to psychology graduate programs. 

2009- Present
Community Volunteer, Independent


Duties:  Serve as a mentor to underprivileged adolescents in the greater Memphis community. Engage youth in educational and civic activities for approximately 2 hours a week.
2009-2011
Mentor, Community Outreach Lab


Duties: Provide academic and research guidance to undergraduate and master’s level psychology students. Aid in the graduate school application and selection process.

2009-2010
Vice President, Graduate Student Coordinating Council


Duties:  Led a body of student representatives of the psychology department. Participated in major departmental votes including changes in academic milestone requirements and new course offerings.

2009
Coordinator, Prospective Student Orientation


Duties:  Coordinated accommodations and interview schedules for prospective students. Organized luncheon and dinner for faculty, current graduate students, and candidates.
2008
Member At Large, Graduate Student Coordinating Council


Duties: Participated in departmental initiatives and service opportunities at the student level.

WORKSHOPS ATTENDED
2011

“Practical Use of the MMPI-2 and MMPI-2-RF”



Neil Aronov, Ph.D.

One-day workshop to learn how to implement and interpret the MMPI-2 and MMPI-2-RF.

2010

“Tennessee Department of Health HIV/AIDS/STD Division STI 101 Training”

Lashona Miller & Laurie Anderson

One-day training to obtain current knowledge about sexually transmitted diseases, and to gain information about prevention strategies and treatments for different STIs.
2010 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) VOICES/VOCES Training”

Martin Owino & Deborah McLean Leo

Two-day training involving 1) a complete training on how to deliver the VOICES/VOCES intervention, 2) practice facilitating small groups a key component and core element of the intervention; and 3) a VOICES/VOCES program implementation package.

2010
“Reducing HIV Stigma Through Social Marketing”


My Brother’s Keeper, Inc.

One-day workshop to acquire culturally specific information and knowledge that can be used to help communities coordinate initiatives to address the health disparities associated with HIV/AIDS.

2009
“Using Motivational Interviewing Strategies and Techniques to Help Patients Change Risky/Problem Behaviors”


Linda Sobell, Ph.D.


One-day workshop at aimed at developing skills for conducting motivational interviews to change behaviors such as alcohol consumption, risky sexual practices, and smoking, 

2009
“Grief Over Time”


Robert Neimeyer, Ph.D.


One-day workshop designed to develop skills for treating complicated grief.

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS

Society for Behavioral Medicine, Student Member

Association for Psychological Science, Student Member

American Public Health Association, Student Member

REFERENCES

Gilbert Parra, Ph.D.

Associate Professor

The University of Memphis

Department of Psychology

202 Psychology Building

Memphis, TN 38152


901-678- 4682

gparra@memphis.edu
James Klosky, Ph.D.

Assistant Member

St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital

Department of Psychology

262 Danny Thomas Place
MS 740, Room S4021

Memphis, TN 38105

901- 595-5057
james.klosky@stjude.org
Theresa Okwumabua, Ph.D.

Assistant Visiting Professor, Outreach Coordinator

The University of Memphis 

Department of Psychology

202 Psychology Building

Memphis, TN 38152


901-678-3677



Tokwumab@memphis.edu 
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