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Kampala, Uganda. 21-25 March, 2018 
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12th Consortium meeting of the Human Heredity and Health in Africa (H3Africa). H3Africa, 
Kigali, Rwanda. 16-23 September, 2018 

 
24. Akpa, OM. and Owolabi MO (2019). The Role of Bioinformatics in Stroke Research in Africa 

(Keynote address) 
First Nigerian Bioinformatics Conference (FNBC) hosted by the Nigerian Bioinformatics and 
Genomics Network (NBGN) in collaboration with the Nigerian Institute of Medical Research 
(NIMR), Lagos Nigeria. 24th - 26th June, 2019, with the theme: “Bioinformatics in the era of 
genomics in Africa” 

 
25. Akpa, O.M. (2019). The CVD WG Data harmonisation Algorithms (a walk through the 

Spreadsheet algorithms) Part I and Part II 
H3Africa CVD working group -in-person meeting and Data harmonization workshop. 
Johannesburg, South Africa. 19-23 August, 2019 

 
26. Mayowa Owolabi , FRED S SARFO , Onoja Akpa , Joshua Akinyemi , Albert Akpalu , 

Kolawole Wahab , Reginald Obiako , Morenikeji Komolafe , Lukman Owolabi , Godwin 
Osaigbovo , Rufus O Akinyemi , Bruce Ovbiagele (2021). Effect Sizes of Vascular Risk Factors 
for Stroke Occurrence by Age Among West Africans. 
International Stroke Conference 2021 Poster Abstracts - Session Title: Risk Factors and 
Prevention Posters. https://doi.org/10.1161/str.52.suppl_1.P614. Stroke. 2021;52: AP614 
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27. Okekunle AP, Akpa OM,  Akinyemi R, Sarfo F, Ogbole G, Akpalu A, et al. Is sedentary 
lifestyle a critical driver for hypertension burden in sub-saharan africa? – evidence from a 
community-based population in ghana and nigeria. European Society of Cardiology ESC 
Preventive Cardiology 2021 online congress 15 - 17 April 2021. 
https://academic.oup.com/eurjpc/article/28/Supplement_1/zwab061.153/6273899 
 

28. Sarfo F, Akpa OM, Akinyemi R, Sarfo F, Ogbole G, Akpalu A, et al. Characterization of the 
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Neurology Virtual Annual Meeting, April 17 to April 22, 2021. 
 

29. Sarfo F, Akpa OM, Akinyemi R, Sarfo F, Ogbole G, Akpalu A, et al. Effect Sizes of Vascular 
Risk Factors for Stroke Occurrence by Age Among West Africans, International Stroke 
Conference, March 17 – 19, 2021, Virtual Conference 
 

30. Akinkunmi Okekunle, Osahon Asowata, Onoja Akpa, Rufus Akinyemi, Fred Sarfo, Albert 
Akpalu, Reginald Obiako, Lukman Owolabi, Bruce Ovbiagele, Mayowa Owolabi. Dietary 
patterns and odds of Stroke – Evidence from the Stroke Investigative Research and Education 
Network (SIREN) Study in Sub-Saharan Africa; WSO Congress supplement. Int. J. Stroke 2021, 
16, 3-170, doi:10.1177/17474930211041949. 
 

31. Akinkunmi Okekunle, Osahon Asowata, Paul Olowoyo, Onoja Akpa, Osahon Asowata, Rufus 
Akinyemi, Bruce Ovbiagele, Mayowa Owolabi. Dietary Intakes of Green Leafy Vegetables and 
Incidence of Cardiovascular Diseases; WSO Congress supplement. Int. J. Stroke 2021, 16, 3-
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33. Okekunle, A.P.; Asowata, O.J.; Fakunle, A.; Akpa, O.M.; SARFO, F.S.; Akpalu, A.; Wahab, 
K.; Obiako, R.; Komolafe, M.; Owolabi, L., et al. Abstract WP226: Secondhand Smoking And 
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Matched Case-control Study. Stroke 2022, 53, AWP226-AWP226, 
doi:doi:10.1161/str.53.suppl_1.WP226. 
 

34. Okekunle, A.P.; Asowata, O.J.; Owolabi, A.; Fakunle, A.; Akpa, O.M.; Sarfo, F.S.; Akpalu, A.; 
Wahab, K.; Obiako, R.; Komolafe, M., et al. Abstract WP211: Dietary Patterns And Blood 
Pressure Profiles Among Stroke-free Africans: Evidence From The Stroke Investigative 
Research And Educational Network Study In Sub-Saharan Africa. Stroke 2022, 53, AWP211-
AWP211, doi:doi:10.1161/str.53.suppl_1.WP211. 
 

35. Okekunle AP, Asowata O, Adedokun B, Akpa OM. Impact of Secondhand smoking on 
Dyslipidaemia among non-smokers: findings from the 2015-2016 NHANES dataset in the 
United States. European Journal of Preventive Cardiology 2022; 29. DOI: 
10.1093/eurjpc/zwac056.319. 
 

36. Okekunle AP, Asowata O, Adedokun B, Lee JE, Akpa OM. Association between Serum 
Cotinine and Lipid profiles among non-smoking Adults. Ann Epidemiol 2022; 67: 127. DOI: 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.annepidem.2021.07.019. 
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37. Okekunle AP, Ojagbemi A, Olowoyo P, Asowata OJ, Akpa OM, et al. Higher consumption of 
green leafy vegetables is inversely related to occurrence of ischemic stroke and coronary artery 
disease. J Stroke Cerebrovasc Dis 2022; 31: 106365. DOI: 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jstrokecerebrovasdis.2022.106365. 
 

38. Uvere E, Akinyemi JO, Okekunle AP, Asowata OJ, Akpa OM, et al. Dominant Patterns Of 
Illicit Substance Use And Odds Of Stroke Among West Africans: Findings From The Siren 
Study. J Stroke Cerebrovasc Dis 2022; 31: 106366. DOI: 
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Cerebrovasc Dis 2022; 31: 106363. DOI: 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jstrokecerebrovasdis.2022.106363. 

41.  
 

 
FUNDED RESEARCH & ROLE PLAYED: 
 

 
2021-2026  Biostatistician/Qualitative Data Analyst 

Implementation Research on Administration of Antenatal Corticosteroids during 
Intrapartum Care in Ethiopia, Bangladesh, Nigeria and Pakistan  
 
Funded by the World Health Organisation, Switzerland (in collaboration with 

 Federal Ministry of Health, Nigeria) 
The national study is conceptualized in two phases with the following objective: 
Phase 1:  Develop and concurrently evaluate an optimized implementation model 
in LMICs that will achieve at least 70% population-level coverage of use of safe 
antenatal corticosteroids (ACS) (according to WHO criteria for use) in women 
having an early preterm birth (<34 weeks)  
Phase 2: To evaluate this optimal model for safe ACS at scale (in six health 
administrative areas) in a stepped-wedge cluster randomized controlled design to 
measure the impact of such implementation on neonatal mortality 

 
2021-2023  Biostatistician/Data Analyst 

A parallel-group, Phase III, multi-stage, modified double-blind, multi-armed 
study to assess the efficacy, safety, and immunogenicity of two SARS-CoV-2 
Adjuvanted Recombinant Protein Vaccines (monovalent and bivalent) for 
prevention against COVID-19 in adults 18 years of age and older 
 
Funded by the National Institute of Health, USA 
The purpose of this Phase III study is to assess the efficacy, safety, and 
immunogenicity of two CoV2 preS dTM-AS03 vaccines (monovalent and 
bivalent) in adults 18 years of age and older in a multi-stage approach..   

 
2020-2022  Biostatistician  
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Exploring the Association between consumption of Vegetables and 
Cardiovascular Diseases in sub-Saharan Africa 
 
Funded by the National Institute of Health, USA 
The purpose of this study is to harmonize data for >50,000 participants in the 
CHAIR resources of the H3Africa and use the harmonized data to investigate the 
complex association between vegetable consumption and CVDs in sub-Saharan 
Africa.   
 

2018-2022  Biostatistician  
Systematic Investigation of Blacks with Stroke using Genomics (SIBS 
Genomics)  
 
Funded by the National Institute of Health, USA 
Systematic Investigation of Blacks with Stroke using Genomics (SIBS 
Genomics) is to discover, validate and functionally characterize novel genetic 
variants associated with ischemic stroke in people of African ancestry. 

 
2017-2022  Biostatistician  

Eyes of Africa: the genetics of blindness 
 
Funded by the National Institute of Health, USA 
The purpose of this study is to identify the optimal approach for early treatment 
of glaucoma and conduct Targeted Glaucoma Screening in Sub Saharan Africa 
(TGS- SSA): An approach to identify glaucoma early and increase awareness of 
glaucoma in Sub-Saharan Africa. Successful completion will identify pre-
symptomatic glaucoma for treatment, educate families about the disease, and 
identify highly penetrant mutations that give rise to early onset glaucoma. Funded 
under H3Africa consortium. 

 
2018-2020  Biostatistician  

Prevalence of HBV, HCV and HIV among Patients with and without Sickle Cell 
 Disease in South West Nigeria  

 
Funded by the Gilead Pharmaceuticals, USA 
The purpose of this study is to determine the frequency of infection with HBV, 
HCV and HIV among individuals with sickle cell disease (SS and SC patients), 
the risk factors associated with infection with these viruses, and the effect of 
these infections on hematological parameters. The study will also determine the 
circulating HBV, HCV and HIV types/subtypes/genotypes among individuals 
with SCD versus control group. 

 
2016-2017  Biostatistician  

Epidemiology of Cardiovascular Diseases in sub-Saharan Africa 
 
Funded by the National Institute of Health, USA and the Welcome Trust, UK 
The purpose of this study/job was to harmonize phenotypes and genomic data for 
>50,000 participants. It also involve integration of the genomics and phenomics 
data across six research studies making the CVD working group of H3Africa.   

 
2013-2018  Biostatistician,  

The Ibadan Cohort of NeuroAIDS (ICON)   
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Funded by Research and Education Funds from the Northwestern University, 
Chicago, USA. 
ICON is a longitudinal observational cohort study enrolling adult HIV-1 
seropositive participants and seronegative controls. The aims of ICON include 
constituting a well-characterized clinical cohort for biomarker, pharmacologic, 
genomics and interventional studies of NeuroAIDS. 

 
2013-2018  Biostatistician, Nigeria  

Stroke Investigative Research and Education Network (SIREN)  
 
Funded by National Institute of Health (NIH), USA 
This is a multidisciplinary collaborative research network of investigators in sub-
Saharan Africa (SSA) and the United States collectively focused on exploring 
ways to promote a better understanding of the genetic and environmental risk 
factors for stroke among people of African ancestry. Funded under H3Africa 
consortium. 

 
2012-2017  Biostatistician, Nigeria  

 
Tailored Hospital-based Risk Reduction to Impede Vascular Events after Stroke 
(THRIVES)  
Funded by National Institute of Health (NIH), USA 
The purpose of this study is to determine whether a culturally-sensitive 
multipronged post-discharge intervention can significantly reduce blood pressure, 
enhance achievement of guideline recommended targets for risk factor control, 
and lower recurrent vascular events in a low-income and middle-income (LMIC). 
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CONSULTANCY/COMMUNITY SERVICE/ OTHER RESEARCH 
RELATED ENGAGEMENTS: 
 
 

2021  Individual Consultant 
Data Analyst for Scoping on Intermittent Preventive Treatment in Infants (IPTi).  
 
Client:  Malaria Consortium. 
The Data Analyst will work with the Health Systems Strengthening specialist and 
Epidemiologist in extracting key data and conducting secondary analysis (for 
Nigeria as a country and specifically for Edo and Ekiti states) in relation to the 
scoping questions on ‘Appropriate epidemiological context for subnational 
targeting and relevant populations’. The scoping phase includes analysis of 
epidemiological and other related health data to generate data relevant for 
contextualizing and defining strategic plans for the implementation phase of the 
IPTi in the two states. 
 

2020  Individual Consultant 
HMIS/LMIS data Triangulation for the consumption of ACTs and RDTs across 
13 states funded under the Nigeria Malaria Global fund grant.  
 
Client: MSH, MC in collaboration with CRS and NMEP. 
Among other things, the objectives of this on-site data and operations review 
includes: To compare HMIS and LMIS data from source documents and identify 
any disparities and to identify the root causes of any identified disparities in both 
data sets. The project is been managed by MSH and MC in collaboration with 
CRS and NMEP as lead PRs in 13 malaria priority states supported by the 
Global.  

 
2020  Consultant and Team leader 

Situation Analysis of Family Planning and Reproductive Health in five Northern 
states of Kano, Kaduna, Borno, Jigawa and Yobe for the Lafya Project.  
 
Client: Population Media Center, Abuja and Palladium 
The purpose of the Situation Analysis was to investigate cultural and religion 
norms that can mitigate adoption of Family planning and other Reproductive 
Health Services in the five Norther states. The study was to provide data that 
could inform medical-based formative research to inform behavioral change.  

 
2020  Consultant and Team leader 

ENDLINE survey to for the Yoruba-Language Radio Serial Dramas in South 
West, Nigeria  
 
Client:  Population Media Center, Abuja 
The purpose of the endline survey is to generate endline information on socio-
economic, demographic and reproductive health indicators that will be used for 
measuring progress in achieving project objectives and to evaluate the overall 
impact of the Jolokoto drama series, at the end of the project period. 
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2019  Consultant and Team leader 

Pre-broadcast survey to establish baseline measures for the Yoruba-Language 
Radio Serial Dramas in South West, Nigeria  
 
Client:  Population Media Center, Abuja 
The purpose of this baseline survey is to generate baseline measures on socio-
economic, demographic and RHI among young people (15-25years) that can be 
used to establish baseline measures for Radio Serial Dramas in South West, 
Nigeria. 
 

         2018  Individual Consultant 
Consultant to Analyze Data from Tracer Study on Orphans and Vulnerable 
Children (OVC) Household Graduation in Nigeria 4Children Project at Catholic 
Relief Services  
 
Client: Catholic Relief Services & USAID 
Catholic Relief Services (CRS) is an International non-governmental 
organization supporting relief and development work in over 99 countries around 
the world. The aim and objectives of this Tracer study is for 4Children to provide 
TA to USAID and CDC IPs in responsible graduation and transition1 of OVC, 
households, communities, LGAs and states as part of the PEPFAR pivot and 
reflective of PEPFAR 3.0 priorities. 

 
2016  Consultant (Qualitative methods expert) and Team leader 

Baseline survey using Qualitative methods for the ARFH-LOPIN Region 1 
Project in Lagos state 
 
Client: Association for Family and Reproductive Health (AFRH) & USAID 
The aim and objectives of this community-based project is to collect formative 
data to aid designing of intervention to improve the wellbeing and quality of life 
of Orphans and vulnerable children (OVC) in Lagos state, Nigeria.  
 

2015-2016  Consultant (Statistician/Field Supervisor)  
Studies and research on rural water supply sanitation and hygiene in the six 
geopolitical zones in Nigeria 
 
Client:  African Development Bank and Federal Ministry of water Resources, 

   Nigeria 
The purpose of this study among others were: (i) Carry out survey of rural 
Nigeria to check water supply and sanitation options and hygiene practices, with 
a view to increasing uptake 

 
2015  Individual Consultant 

National Consultant (Data Analyst) 
 
Client: UNDP, Nigeria 
The main objective of the assignment was to provide technical assistance on both 
quantitative and qualitative methods to the Technical Unit on Governance and 
Anti-corruption Reforms (TUGAR) to conduct a scoping survey and gap analysis 
of the ethics framework in Nigeria.   
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2015  Consultant (Statistician/Field Supervisor)  
Pre-Intervention Knowledge, Attitude and Practice of Sanitation Hygiene and 
Water in Nigeria (SHAWN II) Project on Water and Sanitation (WASH) Related 
Diseases in Benue, Bauchi, Jigawa, Katsina, Kaduna and Zamfara States, Nigeria  
 
Client:  UNICEF, Nigeria 
The purpose of this study is to investigate pre-intervention KAP of WASH and 
related diseases in new LGAs in the above listed states where UNICEF intends to 
start new SHAWN II projects. 

 
2013-2014  Consultant (Statistician/Field supervisor)  

Post-Intervention Knowledge, Attitude and Practice and impact evaluation of 
Sanitation Hygiene and Water in Nigeria (SHAWN I) Project on Water and 
Sanitation (WASH) Related Diseases in Benue, Bauchi, Jigawa, and Katsina 
States, Nigeria  
 
Client:  UNICEF, Nigeria 
The purpose of this study was to investigate post-intervention KAP of WASH 
and related diseases and the impact evaluation of SHAWN I in LGAs of the 
above listed states where UNICEF SHAWN I projects has been implement in the 
past four years. 

 
2012-2014 Statistician (Quantitative Analyst) 

Strengthening Patent Medicine Vendors' Associations in Nigeria for Improved 
Malaria Management (SPANIMM).  
Future Health Systems Research Group, University of Ibadan, Ibadan and Niger 
Delta University, Nigeria in collaboration with ACCORDIA Global health 
Foundation and West African Infectious Disease Institute (WAIDI).  
 
Client: ACCORDIA and Exon Mobil.  
The purpose of this study was to determine whether Patent Medicine Vendors 
(PMVs) Associations can play a role in improving PMVs’ malaria testing and 
treatment and recommend set of interventions to build the capacity of PPMV 
associations. 

 
2002 - 2011   Research and Statistical analyst 

 The Ambassadors Research & Statistical Consultancy Center, Ilorin, Nigeria
      

Ø Providing statistical guidance to all manner of researchers including postgraduate 
and undergraduate students, independent researchers and resident doctors 
preparing for qualifying examinations. 

Ø Providing research directions on Monitoring and Evaluation as well as research 
methodologies to clients 

  
 
 

 
AWARDS, SCHOLARSHIPS AND RECOGNITION: 
 
2016 Post-Doctoral Fellowship – Cardiovascular working group of H3Africa (National Institute of 

Health).  
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2016 National Institute of Health, USA: Travel fellowship award for a training workshop on 

Microbial Genomics, Harvard Medical School, Boston, USA 
 
2016 National Institute of Health, USA: Scholarship award for a short course on Statistical 

Genetics, University of Alabama at Birmingham, USA 
 
2014 Visiting scholar- Center for Global Health Northwestern University, Chicago, USA 
 
2014 Fogarty fellow (Neuro-Biostatistics)- Center for Biostatistics in AIDS research, Harvard 

school of public health (HSPH), Boston, USA 
 
2011 The Nigerian Young academy: Travel grant to attend conference and General Assembly 
 
2010 University of Ilorin: Best Doctoral thesis award nomination for the 2009/2010 NUC award 
 
2010 The Redeemer’s University: International workshop/Conference Sponsorship Award 
 
2010 Global Young Academy (GYA) and InterAcademy Panel (IAP): Scholarship award for 

International workshop of the Global Young Academy (GYA) 
 
2008 International Centre for Theoretical Sciences, TATA Institutes for Fundamental Research, 

Bangalore, India: Scholarship award for a short course on Biomedical Modelling.     
 
2008 The Redeemer’s University: Sponsorship Award for Academic Staff on Higher degree. 
 
2008 The Redeemer’s University: International workshop/Conference Sponsorship Award 
 
2007 The Redeemer’s University: Sponsorship Award for Academic Staff on Higher degree. 
 
2006 International Centre for Reproductive Health, Ghent University, Belgium: Scholarship 
award  for a short course on Modeling of TB and HIV/AIDS 
 
2006 The Redeemer’s University: Local Conference/workshop Sponsorship Award  
 
2006 The Redeemer’s University: Sponsorship Award for Academic Staff on Higher degree. 
 
2002 National Youth Service Corps: Drug Free Club’s award for a meritorious Service. 
 
 

 
COURSES TAUGHT AT THE UNIVERSITY LEVEL: 
 
A. UNDERGRADUATE LEVEL: 

Ø Introduction to Medical Statistics 
Ø Descriptive Statistics 
Ø Statistical Methods 
Ø Probability and Distribution theory 
Ø Design and analysis of Experiment 
Ø Biometrics 
Ø Statistics for Agriculture and Biological Sciences 
Ø Statistics for Engineering and Physical Sciences 
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Ø Multivariate Analysis 
Ø Analysis of Variance 
Ø Statistical Computing 
Ø Statistical Data Analysis 
Ø Statistics for Business and Management Sciences 
Ø Quantitative methods in Business Management 

 
B. POSTGRADUATE LEVEL: 

Ø Statistical methods for Multivariables 
Ø Advance Research Methodology 
Ø Nonparametric statistics 
Ø Statistics Methods in Epidemiology 
Ø Contingency Table Analysis 
Ø Modeling in Epidemiology 
Ø Basic Principles of Biostatistics 
Ø Design and Analysis of Experiment 
Ø Medical Statistics in Practice (Statistical Consultancy) 

 
 

 
OTHER EXPERIENCES AND PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS: 
 
2018-Date Member, Editorial Board, eNeurologicalSci 
 
2014- 2015 Member, American Statistical Association (ASA) 
 
2011-Date  Experience in Grant written 
 
2005-Date Experience in undergraduate and postgraduate curriculum development 
 
2011- Date Lecturer Nigerian Field Epidemiology and Laboratory Training Program (NFELTP) 
 
2013-Date Peer Reviewer for Equity journal of Science and Technology 
 
2010-Date Peer Reviewer for PLoS One Journal 
 
2010-Date Peer Reviewer for Journal of Infection in Developing Countries 
 
2012-Date Peer Reviewer for Journal of Community Medicine and Health education 
 
2005-Date Nigerian Statistical Association (NSA)- Member   
 
2006-Date Member, International Biometrics Society (IBS)- Member 
 
2010-Date Member, Global Young Academy (GYA)-  Founding member    
 
2011-Date Nigerian Young Academy (NYA)-  Founding member and Secretary, Steering  
    
  Committee 
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STATISTICAL SOFTWARES/DATABASE COMPETENCE: 
 
Quantitative Data and Sample size Estimation 
 
R; SPSS; STATA; MS-EXCEL; DESIGN EXPERT; GENSTAT; Table Curve 2D; EPICAL; PASS; 
EAST 
 
Qualitative data 
 
Atlas ti; NVIVO 
 
Database Management 
 
REDCap; MS-Excel 
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