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Invention Disclosure Process 

NO 

YES 

EXERT 

WAIVE 

If federally funded, OTT will waive 
invention to agency. If not, 

invention is waived to inventor(s) 

Patent Application Process 

OTT works  
with TBR for 
approval for 

outside patent 
attorneys 

Attorneys draft 
patent application 

and work with 
inventor(s) on 
technical specs 

Inventors assign 
their rights to the 
invention to the 

UMRF 

OTT determines 
marketing strategy 

and begins to 
identify potential 

licensees 

License 
Potential? 

OTT consults 
closely with 

inventors when  
negotiating 

licenses 

OTT works with 
UMRF to manage 

distribution of 
licensing revenue 

per IP Policy 

NO 

YES 

Initially, a provisional application is usually 
filed. This serves to protect the IP while the 

full application is being prepared 

A non-provisional application must be filed within 
a year of the provisional filing date.  If pursued, 

foreign filing will also occur at this time. The entire 
process can take between 2-5 yrs. The application 
may be abandoned during this process if we can’t 

overcome rejections 

If federally funded, OTT will waive 
invention to agency. If not, 

invention is waived to inventor(s) 

OTT reports invention to federal 
agency via iEdison website 

Claims 
Granted or 
Rejected? 

Granted 

Rejected 

Application is abandoned.  

Patent is issued and expires 20 years from 
filing date. During this time, maintenance 
fees are due at: 3.5 yrs, 7.5 yrs, and 11.5 

yrs.  

OTT:      Office of Technology Transfer 
UMRF:  University of Memphis Research Foundation 
VPR:      Vice President of Research 


