
-Key Contributions-

CREP faculty and staff have made key contributions to the field 
of education with rigorous, high-profile randomized controlled 
trial (RCT) and quasi-experimental (QED) studies.
For example:

Over the past several years, a series of efficacy studies focused 
on the Leveled Literacy Intervention System were conducted 
in partnership with Heinemann Publishing and Drs. Irene 
Fountas & Gay Su Pinnell.  

Also, a series of STEM education studies in partnership with 
the Smithsonian Science Education Center (SSEC) have 
been conducted to evaluate the SSEC’s LASER program. an 
inquiry-based science instruction model.  

Four of  these literacy and STEM studies have received the 
What Works Clearinghouse's highest rating ("Meets WWC 
Standards without Reservations"), which requires stringent 
data collection, analysis, and reporting.  Only about 6% of the 
thousands of studies reviewed by WWC  have received this 
rating.

Center for Research in 
Educational Policy

As national education policy shifts, the Center for Research in 
Educational Policy (CREP) at The University of Memphis strives 
to provide up-to-date, relevant data useful to schools and policy 
makers through high-quality research, rigorous program 
evaluation, and policy briefs. Since 1989, CREP has been 
committed to improving education by serving as a valuable 
resource in educational research, evaluation, and consultation.

-Research Expertise-
CREP’s faculty and staff consist of researchers, practitioners, and 
statisticians who all have prior experience teaching working with 
schools.  CREP supports a variety of projects ranging in scale 
from short-term, community-level consultation to multi-state, 
multi-year program validation studies. Our tools and approaches 
can be customized to address specific needs and settings. While 
our work is wide-ranging, CREP has earned national recognition 
for our work in:
• Literacy
• Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM)
• School Climate, Culture, and Leadership
• Professional Development Assessment 
• Educational Technology
• School Climate
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