[bookmark: _GoBack]Student Government Association
Student Senate Meeting 
January 22, 2015
Location: Senate Chamber
Call to Order: 7:30 pm
Approval of the Minutes:  Caleb Lies
Pass__x__ Fail____
Roll Call:
	First Name
	Last Name
	Present
	Excused

	Mike
	Barbour
	
	x

	David
	Blount
	
	

	Eric
	Bourgeois
	xx
	

	Melissa
	Byrd
	xx
	

	Russell 
	Copeland Jr.
	xx
	

	Raven 
	Douglas
	
	x

	Kaitlyn
	Duckett
	xx
	

	Amelia 
	Durkee
	xx
	

	Shelby 
	Elkins
	xx
	

	Kevan
	Hatamzadeh
	xx
	

	Emily
	Hayes
	xx
	

	Johnny
	Holmes
	xx
	

	Christian
	Hudson
	
	

	Ali
	Kingston
	xx
	

	David
	Knowles
	xx
	

	Caleb
	Lies
	xx
	

	Tevin 
	Mcinnis
	
	x

	Renard
	Miles
	xx
	

	Jalicia
	Myles
	
	

	Carlton
	Randolph
	
	

	Elizabeth
	Rapalo
	
	

	Hannah
	Scott
	xx
	

	Kelsey
	Taylor
	xx
	

	Brady
	Tidwell
	
	x

	Andy
	Tomayko
	xx
	

	Charles
	Uffelman
	xx
	

	Emily
	Vallor
	xx
	

	Michael
	Walters
	
	x

	Keilyn 
	Wells
	xx
	



Members Present:__19__

Citizens Forum: n/a

Guest Speakers: n/a

Officers Report:

President 
· There are a lot of elections being held during this meeting today, so be sure to be involved with the debates.
· We have been told that the new rec center will be completed on August 28, 2018, and there will be focus groups being held about this next week. 
· We will be receiving more information about the land bridge soon.
· There is a student petitioning to create a bill in which an A+ cancels out an A-. We will be passing this bill next Friday, then the bill will go to the President’s Council.  President Rudd along with others are in favor of this bill. The Tennessee Board will be voting on this in July. 
Vice President- n/a

Speaker
· Charles Uffelman has been appointed to Parliamentarian, and Laitin Beecham has been appointed to election commissions.
· Please be sure to follow parliamentary procedures and come to committee meetings. 


Committee Reports: 
- Student Development
· Give us ideas for bills if you have any.
- Student Services
· The concert fee will be voted on by the Tennessee Board in July. 
· We are going to use social media to make SGA more prominent among the students, and we are going to try to bring the SGA bucket list back to life. 
- Environmental and Facilities- no reports
- Judicial and Safety
· Congrats to the people on the finance committee on all of your hard work and bills. 
- Finance
· Please pass all of the finance bills we have tonight.
· There are spots open on the finance committee for anyone who is interested to join.


Approval of Nominations 

1. Executive Vice President

Sarah Rolin

Pass__x__ Fail____

2. Senator

Prataj Ingram

Pass__x__ Fail____

Brittney Kirk 

Pass__x__ Fail____

Hannah Cox

Pass__x__ Fail____

Abigail Gardiner

Pass__x__ Fail____


Zachary Morton

Pass__x__ Fail____

Justin Waldrip- not present

Pass____ Fail____

3. Election Commissioner

Laitin Beecham
· Chris Fears spoke on behalf of Laitin.  The election packets for the spring semester have an updated table of contents as well as thorough rules and guidelines. 
· The campaigning timeline was discussed. 

Pass__x__ Fail____

Old Business


New Business

Bill 98

Title:  An Act to provide travel funding for Melissa Gross to travel to Miami, FL from Memphis, TN.

Prime_Sponsor:  Johnny Holmes

Cosponsors:  Emily Vallor

Committee:  Finance Committee 

WHEREAS1: Melissa Gross has requested funding from the Student Government Association in order to attend the Psychological Health of Warriors and their Families Conference, AND

WHEREAS2: this trip will serve to further promote the reputation and prestige of the University of Memphis, equip these students with skills necessary to become a better educators and practitioners, help these students establish valuable connections with other professionals in the field, and allow these students to receive specialized training in how to treat military personnel post-deployment and bring this training back to their peers, AND

WHEREAS3: the Student Government Association Finance committee has heard said applicant’s travel request and made a final recommendation.

SECTION1: Funding shall be provided for the following students traveling from Memphis, TN to Miami, FL from December 7, 2014 to December 13, 2014: 

A. Melissa Gross 

B. Paul Dunaway 

C. Brianna Spears

SECTION2:  Section 2: Exactly $531 will be funded for the above students.

SECTION3:  Section 3: This Act shall take effect immediately upon passage.


Pass__x__ Fail____







Bill 99

Title:  An Act to provide travel funding for Stephen Strain to travel to Orlando, FL from Memphis, TN.

Prime_Sponsor:  Raven Douglas

Cosponsors:  Finance Committee Members

Committee:  Finance

WHEREAS1: Stephen Strain has requested funding from the Student Government Association in order to attend and present research at the IEEE Symposium Series on Computational Intelligence, AND

WHEREAS2: this trip will serve to further promote the reputation and prestige of the University of Memphis, help these students establish valuable connections with other professionals in the field to collaborate with on future research, and advance the field with the findings on new software for performing medical diagnoses using human-style reasoning, AND

WHEREAS3: the Student Government Association Finance committee has heard said applicant’s travel request and made a final recommendation.

SECTION1: Funding shall be provided for the following students traveling from Memphis, TN to Orlando, FL from December 8, 2014 to December 13, 2014: 

A. Stephen Strain 

B. Pulin Agrawal 

C. Pouya Bashivan 

SECTION2:  Exactly $963 will be funded for the above students.

SECTION3:  This Act shall take effect immediately upon passage.


Pass__x__ Fail____








Bill 100

Title:  Act to provide travel funding for Cecilia Nyamwandha to travel to San Francisco, CA from Memphis, TN.

Prime_Sponsor:  Laitin Beecham

Cosponsors:  Finance Committee members

Committee:  Finance

WHEREAS1: Cecilia Nyamwandha has requested funding from the Student Government Association in order to attend and present research at the 2014 Annual Geophysical Union Meeting, AND

WHEREAS2: this trip will equip this student with skills necessary to become a better educator and professional, help this student establish valuable connections with other professionals in the field, and advance the field with the findings from the research on upper mantal velocity structure of the New Madrid Seismic zone being presented, AND

WHEREAS3: the Student Government Association Finance committee has heard said applicant’s travel request and made a final recommendation.

SECTION1: Funding shall be provided for the following student traveling from Memphis, TN to San Francisco, CA from December 14, 2014 to December 20, 2014: 
A. Cecilia Nyamwandha 

SECTION2:  Exactly $450 will be funded for the above student.

SECTION3:  This Act shall take effect immediately upon passage.


Pass__x__ Fail____









Bill 101

Title:  An Act to provide travel funding for Angel Silas to travel to Chattanooga, TN from Memphis, TN.

Prime_Sponsor:  Johnny Holmes

Cosponsors:  Emily Vallor

Committee:  Finance Committee 

WHEREAS1: Angel Silas has requested funding from the Student Government Association in order to attend and presenting at the (TARH) Tennessee Association of Residence Halls, AND

WHEREAS2: the Residence Hall Committee will receive feedback on her programming presentation, gaining leadership skills, and being able to strengthen the Residence Hall Committee, AND

WHEREAS3: the Student Government Association Finance Committee has heard said applicant's travel request and made a final recommendation.

SECTION1: Funding shall be provide for the following student travel from Memphis, TN to Chattanooga, TN from February 06, 2015 to February 08, 2015: 

A. Mackenie East 

B. Clentis Jenning 

C. Kiona Morehead 

D. David McKeinnie 

E. Austin Dean 

F. Taylor Nelson

SECTION2:  Section 2: Exactly $1,460 will be funded for the above student.

SECTION3:  Section 3: This Act shall take effect immediately upon passage.


Pass__x__ Fail____




Bill 102

Title:  An Act to provide travel funding for Hannah Widner to travel to Orlando, FL from Memphis, TN.

Prime_Sponsor:  Laitin Beecham

Cosponsors:  Finance Committee members

Committee:  Finance

WHEREAS1: Hannah Widner has requested funding from the Student Government Association in order to attend and present research at the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association’s Convention, AND

WHEREAS2: this trip will equip this student with skills necessary to become a better educator and professional, help this student establish valuable connections with other professionals in the field of speech, language, and hearing, and advance the field with the research findings on the effects of English as a second language on a person’s ability to understand speech in noise being presented, AND

WHEREAS3: the Student Government Association Finance committee has heard said applicant’s travel request and made a final recommendation.

SECTION1:  Funding shall be provided for the following student traveling from Memphis, TN to Orlando, FL from November 20, 2014 to November 22, 2014: 

A. Hannah Widner 

SECTION2:  Exactly $136 will be funded for the above student.

SECTION3:  This Act shall take effect immediately upon passage. 


Pass__x__ Fail____









Speaker of the Senate Nominations

Nominee:__Kevan Hatamzadeh__________________ 

By:___Eric Bourgeois_________________

Second:___Kenny Faulk_________________

I have been involved in SGA for two years here on campus.  I also love the university and would like to serve my fellow students more.  I am currently the Judicial Chair within the Senate. I would like to see SGA focus more on public relations, efficiency, and the work done by the Executive board.  I would also like the communicate to the student what SGA is all about. 

Pass__x__  Fail____


Nominee: __Ali Kingston__________________

By:___Hannah Scott_________________

Second:__Amelia Durkee__________________

I become involved with SGA the spring semester my sophomore year.  I did not know was SGA was all about until I saw how much it impacted the students and campus life. I am currently a committee chair, which I love because I love seeing other people voice their ideas and opinions about topics involving our school that they are passionate about. I have a lot of leadership experience, and I am good at handling stress, so I believe I would be a good candidate for speaker.

Pass____  Fail__x__


Nominee:____________________

By:____________________

Second:____________________

Announcements

Eric Bourgeois- SigEp’s Skate for the Cure is February 13th.  Be sure to come out and support. 
Melissa Byrd- Basketball homecoming is February 23rd-28th. The Up ‘Til Dawn finale is also approaching, and you have to raise $100 to attend. There is also an email party benefitting St. Jude that we are participating in. 
Emily Vallor- Phi Mu is hosting a Flamingo Flock, in which you can flock someone’s yard, and all of the proceeds go to St. Jude.  There is a flock on February 26th on the UC lawn from 11-1. There will also be an RSO flock with paper flamingos along with a real (plastic) flock.  There is also a Moe’s fundraiser night on February the 5th, and 60% of your proceeds will go to St. Jude. 
Shelby Elkins- SAC is hosting an event next week in the UC where you can view your brain waves and signals. 

Adviser Comments

President- We have elected a new Blue Crew executive board, which we are very excited about, and we are thinking about getting a “This is Memphis” flag for the basketball games. 
Vice President- The basketball homecoming packets are coming out soon. Really try and push the Year of Service and the canning because it is for a good cause, and in addition, you get points for participating. 
Chief Justice- Congratulations on Sara and Kevan for being elected.  We are looking for one more member on the court, so if you are interested, then speak with me about it. 
Dr. Lawhead- Noble hours will be coming out so you can record the hours individuals participate in with their organization. The debates went really well tonight, and I would like to see that more in our Senate will bill ideas and topics that are influencing our university. 

Roll Call: Members Present:_24___

Adjourn-  8:21 pm

_____________________
Speaker of the Senate

_____________________
Chief Clerk


