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EDUCATION 

Doctor of Philosophy, 2010 

University of Utah, School of Education, Department of Education, Culture, & Society 

 

Master of Educational Leadership, 2000 

Brigham Young University, Department of Educational Leadership 

 

Bachelor of Behavioral Science and Health, 1994   

University of Utah, Department of Behavioral Health 

 

Physician Assistant Certificate Program, 1996  

University of Utah, School of Preventative Medicine 

 

 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCE 

Instructor -2017 

Department of Sociology 

University of Memphis 

 

Assistant Professor April 2013-June 2015 

College of Health Professions: Department of Physician Assistant Studies 

The University of Tennessee Health Science Center 

 

Adjunct Faculty Online Jan 2014-May 2014 

School of Public Health: Division of Social and Behavioral Sciences 

The University of Memphis 

 

Adjunct Faculty Online July 2012-Dec 2012 

Doctor of Health Sciences Program 

AT Still University 

 

Assistant Professor Feb 2011-June 2012 

College of Health Profession: Department of Physician Assistant, Department of Public Health Sciences 

Wichita State University 

 

Adjunct Faculty 1994-1995, 2000-2008 

Brigham Young University 

University of Utah 

Utah Valley University (formerly Utah Valley State College) 

  

ACADEMIC LEADERSHIP EXPERIENCE 

Consultant to Dean of School of Education May 2003-May 2004 

Brigham Young University 

 

Consultant to Assistant Vice President of Faculty Affairs June 2002-April 2003 

Utah Valley University 

 

Assistant to the Vice President of Academics May 2001-May 2002 



Utah Valley University 

 

CLINICAL EXPERIENCE 

Physician Assistant 1996-Current 

Child & Adolescent Psychiatry 

PEER REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS 

TEXTBOOK 

Smith, D. T., Sabino, T. E. (Eds.). (January 2015). The impact of social factors on health: A critical  

reader for the physician assistant Revised 1st Edition. San Diego: Cognella Academic Publishing.  

 

BOOKS  

Smith, D. T. (November 2016). When Race, Religion, and Sports Collide: Black Athletes at BYU and 

Beyond. Maryland: Rowman and Littlefield Publishers, Inc. 

 

Smith, D. T., Jacobsen, C., & Juarez, B. (October 2011). White parents, black children: Experiencing  

transracial adoption. Maryland: Rowman and Littlefield Publishers, Inc. 

 

Bringhurst, N. G., & Smith, D. T. (Eds.). (2004). Black and Mormon. Urbana and Chicago: University of  

Illinois Press. 

 

ARTICLES/BOOK CHAPTERS 

Smith, D. T. & Jacobson C. K. (in press). Income inequality in the Physician Assistant Profession. Journal 

of Health Services Research and Policy. 

 

Smith, D. T. (2015). The emotional labor of playing cool: How male transracial adoptees find ways to cope 

within predominately white settings. In R. A. Javier, G. A. Pantoja, J. Raible, & A. Baden (Eds.), 

Race, Religion, and Rescue in Adoption: Part II [Special issue]. The Journal of Social Distress 

and the Homeless, 25(1). 

 

Smith, D. T. & Jacobson C. K. (September 2015). Racial and gender disparities in the physician assistant 

profession. Health Services Research. 

 

Jacobson, C. K. & Smith, D. T. (June 2015). Racial and ethnic differentials in the physician assistant 

profession. Journal of American Academy of Physician Assistants. 

 

Smith, D. T., & Juarez, B. G. (2014). Race lessons in black and white: How do white adoptive parents 

socialize black adoptees in predominately white communities. Adoption Quarterly. 

doi:10.1080/10926755.2014.895465 

 

Smith, D. T. (2014). The effects of living with race-based discrimination and stress: The impact on the  

body and mental health. In D. T. Smith & T. E. Sabino, The impact of social factors on health: A 

critical reader for the physician assistant. San Diego, CA: Cognella Academic Publishing.  

 

Jacobson, C. K. & Smith, D. T. (2013).  Emotion work in black and white: Transracial adoption and  

the process of racial socialization. In Patricia Neff Claster and Sampson Lee Blair (Eds.), Visions 

of the 21st Century Family: Transforming Structures and Identities. Contemporary Perspectives in 

Family Research. Emerald Group Publishing.   

 

Smith, D. T. (Fall 2011). Dirty hands and unclean practice: How medical neglect and the  

preponderance of stress illustrates how medicine harms rather than helps. In D. Smith (Guest Ed.), 

Journal of Black Masculinity, Health Care Disparities in African Americans Special Edition, 2(1).  

 

Smith, D. T. (Fall 2011). Introduction: A people in crisis: The continuing saga of racism, and the  

enduring struggle for health care justice for African Americans. In D. Smith (Guest Ed.), Journal 

of Black Masculinity, Health Care Disparities in African Americans Special Edition, 2(1), 1-4.  

 

Smith, D. T., & Sabino, T. E. (Fall, 2012). Where’s the doctor: PA and NPs on the front lines of U.S.  

healthcare. In Cynthia Cook (Ed.), Voices in medical sociology. San Diego: University Readers, 

Inc. 



 

Smith, D. T. (2011). White on black: Can white parents teach black adoptive children how to understand  

and cope with racism? Journal of Black Studies, 42(4). doi:10.1177/0021934711404237 

 

Juárez, B. G., Smith, D. T., & Hayes, C. (2008). Social justice means just us white people:  The diversity  

paradox in teacher education, Democracy and Education, 17(3), 20-25.    
 

Smith, D. T. (2005). These house negroes still think we’re cursed. Journal of Cultural Studies, 19. 

 

 

EDITOR 

Special Guest Editor: Journal of Black Masculinity, Health Care Disparities in African Americans Special  

Edition. (Fall 2011). 

Contributing Editor: Southern Christian Leadership Conference Magazine. (2003-2004). A civil rights 

organization created by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Responsible for the editorial content of the magazine. 

Column Editor: “The Long-Promised Day?” Sunstone Magazine. (June 2002-April 2004). 

Column Editor: “Cultural Care Issues for Physician Assistants” Advance Magazine for Physician 

Assistants. (January 1999, 2002). 

 

PROFESSIONAL PRESENTATIONS  

 INVITED COLLOQUIA 

 

Mormon Multicultural: Religious Cohesion in a New Era of Diversity, “Finishing the Business of Civil 

Rights: Black Athletes in the Age of Social Unrest." Utah Valley University, Orem, UT. March 30th, 2017 

 

Black History Month: “Finishing the Business of Civil rights:  Black Athletes in the Age of Social 

Unrest.” Southern Utah University. February 23rd, 2017.  

 

Mindfulness and Mental Health: Defeating Stress in Black and Biracial Adoptees. Key Note Address. 

African Heritage Adoption Camp. Regents University, Denver Colorado. June 14-17th, 2016 

 

White Parents, Transracial Adoption and Religion. Key Note Address. Adoption Initiative 7th Biennial 

Adoption Conference. St. John’s University, New York City, New York. October 18-20, 2012 

 

The State of Health Care and the Underserved. Kansas Academy of Physician Assistant Conference. 

Wichita, KS. October 13, 2012. 

 

African American Males in Crisis: From an Urban School Age Perspective. Opening Plenary: Anger and 

Stress in Black Men from School Age to Prison. Kansas Alliance of Black School Educators 27th Annual 

Conference. Wichita, KS. June 16, 2012. 

 

Race, Stress and Adoption. POWER Conference-Pride of Wichita (and surrounding areas) Empowerment 

Rally. Wichita, KS. March 2, 2012. 

 

Health care disparities and Stress. Kansas Academy of Physician Assistant Conference.  

Wichita, Kansas. October 13-14, 2011. 

 

African American Health Care. In AFS 294 course: Health Issues in the African American Community. 

Arizona State University, Tempe, Arizona. February 2, 2005. 

 

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 

Smith, D. T. & Jacobson, C. K. (2014, July). “Emotion Work in the Practice of Medicine: The Case of  

Physician Assistants of Color.” XVII ISA World Congress of Sociology. Facing an Unequal 

World: Challenges for Global Sociology. Yokohama, Japan. 

 

Smith, D. T. (2013, Oct). “Managing Emotions in the Workplace: An Examination of Race-based  

Treatment of African American Physician Assistants.” Physician Assistant Education Association 

Annual Conference. Memphis, TN.  

 



Smith, D. T. (2012, June 16). “The Health Effects of Anger in Young Black Males.” Kansas Alliance of  

Black School Educators 27th Annual Conference. Wichita, KS.  

 

Smith, D. T., & Jacobson, C. K. (2012, May). “Emotion Work in the Practice of Medicine. The Emotional  

Labor of PAs: Minorities in the Majority Setting.” American Academy of Physician Assistants 

Conference. Toronto, Canada.  

 

Smith, D. T., & Jacobson, C. K. (2009, April). “Transracial Adoption and Race Socialization.”  

Paper presented at the annual meeting of the Pacific Sociological Association. San Diego, CA.  

 

Smith, D. T. (2009, March). “Transracial Adoption:  Issues, Identity, and Outcomes.”  Workshop presented  

at the Transracial Adoption Conference.  Brigham Young University. Provo, UT. 

 

Smith, D. T. (1996, March). “The Clinical Management of Obesity.” Knoll Pharmaceuticals Obesity  

 Seminar. Marriott Hotel. 

  

Smith, D. T. (1997, April). “The Future of Medical Allied Health Occupations.” University of Utah  

 School of Medicine, Salt Lake City, Utah.  

  

Smith, D. T. (1998). “Managing Obesity in Family Practice.” Obesity Symposium. Aspen, Colorado. 

 

Smith, D. T. (1998). “Applying Cultural Competency to Clinical Interactions.” American Academy of   

 Physician Assistants Conference. Salt Lake City, Utah. 

 

MEDIA APPEARANCES  

Interview. RadioWest 90.1 FM NPR affiliate. Salt Lake City, Utah. (2017, March 28th). Retrieved from 

http://radiowest.kuer.org/post/when-race-sport-and-religion-collide 

 

Smith, D.T. (2017, February 12). Documentary “The Black 14.” New York, NY: Central Broadcasting 

Service Sports Broadcasting. 

 

Smith, D. T. (March 27, 2013). Are White People Afraid To Talk About Race? HuffPost Live. Retrieved 

from: http://live.huffingtonpost.com/r/segment/being-white-in-

philly/5148ef702b8c2a28d2000143#.UVM508TOV98.twitter 

 

Smith, D. T. (October 14, 2014). Can White adopting parents raised black babies to be healthy black 

adults?  BBC World Services Radio. Retrieved from: https://soundcloud.com/bbc-world-service/white-

parents-raising-black-babies-can-be-a-very-difficult-practice 

 

Interview. KMUW 89.1 FM: Transracial Adoptees Face Difficulties. Wichita, Kansas, January 10th, 2012 

 

Interview. KPTS: Impact, Transracial Adoption. Wichita, Kansas, January 6th, 2012 

 

Interview. ESPN: Outside the Line, BYU’s Honor Code. Bristol, Connecticut, June 26th, 2011 

 

Interview. News and Notes, Blacks and Religion: Challenges to Teaching Faith, National Public Radio, 

Washington, DC, July 27, 2007. 

 

Interview. Religion and Ethics, African-American Mormons, Public Broadcasting Service, Washington, 

DC, March 27, 2006. Episode number 931. 

 

Interview. Sonoran Living, ABC News Channel 15, Phoenix, Arizona, February 3, 2005. 

 

Interview. Race and Religion, “On Second Thought” with Dr. Mike Newcomb. KFNX 1100 AM, Phoenix, 

Arizona, February 2, 2005 

 

Interview. RadioWest with Doug Fabrizio. October 29, 2004. http://www.kuer.org 

 

 

http://radiowest.kuer.org/post/when-race-sport-and-religion-collide
http://live.huffingtonpost.com/r/segment/being-white-in-philly/5148ef702b8c2a28d2000143#.UVM508TOV98.twitter
http://live.huffingtonpost.com/r/segment/being-white-in-philly/5148ef702b8c2a28d2000143#.UVM508TOV98.twitter
https://soundcloud.com/bbc-world-service/white-parents-raising-black-babies-can-be-a-very-difficult-practice
https://soundcloud.com/bbc-world-service/white-parents-raising-black-babies-can-be-a-very-difficult-practice


RESEARCH GRANT AWARDS 

EXTERNAL FUNDING 

2011  Physician Assistant Education Association-research grant (R50775). 

  An Examination of How Physician Assistants Experience Race-based Discrimination in the 

Workplace.  

  Principal-Investigator: Darron Smith, Ph.D., PA-C, Wichita State University; Co-Investigator: 

Cardell Jacobson, Ph.D., Brigham Young University.  

  Award amount $7,000.00.  

 

INTERNAL FUNDING 

2011  Tilford Diversity Grant-teaching grant 

  Funds to develop course on Social Determinants of Health 

  Amount awarded: $4,000 

 

 

ACADEMIC SERVICE 

COMMITTEE WORK 

Delegate: Tennessee Academy of Physician Assistants. 2013-2015. 

 

Member: College of Allied Health Sciences Strategic Planning Committee. The University of Tennessee 

Health Science Center. 2013-Current. 

 

National Appointment to Committee for Diversity and Inclusion. Physician Assistant Education 

Association, 2012-2014. 

 

Member: College of Health Professions Academic Committee. Wichita State University, 2011-Current 

 

Member: Diversity Committee, David O. McKay School of Education. Brigham Young University, 2005, 

2006. 

 

Director: “Celebrating our Heritage.” Utah Valley State College, Orem, Utah, 2004. 

 

Co-Director: Brown Seminar. David O’ McKay School of Education, Brigham Young University, Provo, 

Utah, May 2004. 

 

Member: Martin Luther King Jr. Committee. Utah Valley State College, Orem, Utah, 2004. 

 

Co-Director: “Voices and Views of Black America.” Utah Valley State College, Orem, Utah, 2003. 

 

Member: General Education and Diversity Committee. Utah Valley State College, Orem, Utah, 2003. 

 

STUDENT MENTORSHIP 

McNair Scholars Program, mentor to undergraduate McNair scholar at Wichita State University 

 

Oral Health Initiative-Give Kids a Smile day, PA students oral health initiative for at-risk kids 

 

JOURNAL REFEREE 

Ad Hoc Reviewer. Journal of Black Studies, 2012. “White privilege: A Document That Could Change 

Racist Attitudes.” 

 

Ad Hoc Reviewer. Journal of Black Masculinity, 2012. “Black Males in the Community College: Using 

Two National Datasets to Examine Academic and Social Integration.” 

 

Ad Hoc Reviewer. Journal of Black Studies. 2011. "It Just Happens: Colorblind Ideology and 

Undergraduate Explanations of Racial Interaction on Campus." 

 

Ad Hoc Reviewer. Journal of Black Studies. 2010. “How Are "Black Films" Rated in Online Film 

Reviews?" 

 



Ad Hoc Reviewer. Journal of Qualitative Studies. 2009. “Religion and Education.” 

 

 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

Adjunct Faculty, The University of Memphis Department of Sociology 

  Soci 3432 Sociology of Gender 

 Soci 4442 Sociology of Poverty 

 Soci 4900 Black Athlete Activism 

 Soci 1010 Introduction to Sociology, 2015-2016 

 Soci 3422 Racial and Ethnic Minorities, 2016 

 

Assistant Professor, The University of Tennessee Health Science Center 

 College of Allied Health Sciences, Department of Physician Assistant Studies, 2014 

  PAS 572 Principles of Dermatology 

  PAS 580 Capstone I, 2014 

PAS 621 Capstone II, 2015 

 

Adjunct Faculty, The University of Memphis 

School of Public Health, Division of Social and Behavioral Sciences, 2014 

 PUBH 7130/8130-M50 Social Determinants of Health 

 

Assistant Professor, Wichita State University 

Department of Health Profession, Physician Assistant Studies, 2011-2012 

PA 725 Preventative Medicine/Epidemiology and Behavioral Medicine 

PA 715 Medical Sociology/Social Determinants of Health 

PA 733 Pathophysiology of Eyes, Ears, Nose & Throat 

PA 733 Principles of Neurology 

Department of Public Health Sciences, Wichita State University, 2011-2012 

 HMCD 623D Status of Minority Health 

 

Graduate Teaching Assistant, University of Utah 

Ethnic Studies Department. 2003-2004 

 

Adjunct Faculty, University of Utah   

Department of Ethnic Studies, 2005, 2006, 2007 

 ETHN 2550 African American Experience 

Family and Preventive Medicine, Utah Physician Assistant Program, 2002 

FPM 552 African American Health Care Issues 

Family Consumer Studies, Ethnic Studies, 1994,1995 

FCS 564 Understanding Youth Gangs 

ETHNC 3910 Understanding Youth Gangs 

 

Adjunct Faculty, Utah Valley University 

Sociology, 2002, 2006, 2007, 2008 

BS 3200 Race and Minority Relations 

BS 113 Multicultural America 

BS 112 Social Problems 

 

History, Utah Valley University. 2002, 2003, 2004 

HIST 417R American Issues & Topics: The African American Experience 

Communication, Utah Valley University, 2003 

COMM 350 R Special Topics: Mormon Cultural Studies 

COMM 100 Introduction to Public Speaking 

School of Education, Secondary Education, 2000, 2002, 2004 

SEC ED 113 Multicultural Education UVU 

SEC ED 326 Social Foundations of Education 

 

Adjunct Faculty, Brigham Young University 

Sociology Department, 2001-2004, 2005 



SOC 323 Race and Ethnic Minority Relations 

SOC 326 Sociology of Education 

SOC 113 Multicultural America 

SOC 111 Introduction to Sociology 

SOC 112 Social Problems 

Honors Department, 1995, 2002 

 HONRS 230R The African American Experience 

 

 

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 

American Sociological Association 

American Academy of Physician Assistants 

Physician Assistant Education Association 

 

 

HONORS AND AWARDS 

Distinguished Fellow, 2017 

American Academy of Physician Assistants 

 

United States Congressional Honorable Mention presented by Representative, Hank Johnson, Georgia 

Fourth Congressional District, May 2010 

 


